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Rezumat (in limba romana)

Teza de abilitare cu titlul: ,,Dialogul interconfesional - cale catre armonia sociala:
abordarea conflictelor religioase si a provocarilor seculare intr-o lume divizata”
evidentiaza realizarile mele academice, stiintifice si profesionale de la conferirea
doctoratului si se constituie ca o sinteza a cercetarilor pe care le-am efectuat ulterior,
precum si o prezentare a proiectelor de cercetare pana in prezent cu scopul obtinerii
abilitarii in Scoala Doctorala de Teologie din cadrul Universitatii Ovidius din Constanta.
Scopul acestei lucrari este sa demonstreze contributia teologica originala la intelegerea
fenomenului religios in societatea contemporand, in special prin prisma influentei experientei

religioase si spirituale asupra indivizilor si comunitatilor.

Aceasta lucrare prezinta o explorare aprofundatad a cercetarilor mele in domeniul
teologiei interdisciplinare, evidentiind contributiile originale in dialogul interdisciplinar
dintre teologie, stiintele sociale si studiul dialogului interreligios. Tinta principala a acestei
lucrari este de a demonstra cum aceste directii de cercetare contribuie la dezvoltarea unui
cadru teologic ce poate aborda probleme contemporane complexe, cum ar fi crizele
ecologice, dilemele bioetice si mai ales provocarile legate de pluralismul religios intr-o
lume tot mai globalizanta. Interesele mele de cercetare graviteaza in jurul unei preocupari
fundamentale: multiplicitatea formelor de comprehensiune, trdire si manifestare a divinitatii
si impactul acestora asupra individului si societatii. Motivarea acestei teze porneste de la
necesitatea tot mai acuta de a oferi un raspuns teologic nu doar la intrebadrile spirituale
traditionale, ci si la dilemele cu care se confrunta societatea modernd, unde stiinta,

tehnologia si diversele traditii religioase joaca un rol central.
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Teza este structurata in trei capitole care ilustreaza evolutia si fundamentele
cercetarii mele, precum si un plan de dezvoltare care isi propune sd continue integrarea
teologiei cu domenii precum etica, stiintele sociale si dezvoltarea durabild. Lucrarea aceasta,
alcatuita n vederea obtinerii atestatului de abilitare in cadrul domeniului de studiu Teologie,
ofera o viziune interdisciplinara asupra modului in care experientele religioase pot
contribui la coeziunea sociala si la dezvoltarea unei intelegeri mai profunde a problemelor
etice contemporane. Aceasta perspectivd fenomenologica a condus la dezvoltarea unei
abordari [ a unei noi teorii pe care o numesc Pluralism Fenomenologic — o metodad de
analiza a experientelor religioase care accentueaza diversitatea ireductibila a trairilor
spirituale individuale si relatia acestora cu structurile sociale si culturale in care sunt

ancorate.

STRUCTURA LUCRARII

A) Capitolul 1: Realizdri profesionale, didactice si academice

Prima parte a lucrdrii prezinta formarea mea academica si profesionald, subliniind
interesul meu pentru integrarea teologiei cu psihologia si alte stiinte sociale. De asemenea,
se discutd implicarea mea in roluri administrative si de conducere in cadrul facultatii si al
proiectelor internationale, inclusiv organizarea unor simpozioane stiintifice si conferinte
interdisciplinare de talie internationald. Aceste activitati mi-au permis sa creez platforme
de colaborare academica, cum este proiectul Dialogo, care a adus laolalta cercetatori din
diverse domenii stiintifice dar si reprezentantii diverselor religii, facilitand astfel un dialog
constructiv intre teologie si alte domenii de cunoastere. Experienta acumulata prin rolurile
de lider in organizarea de conferinte si proiecte internationale demonstreaza implicarea

mea activa in crearea unor platforme de colaborare academica.

B) Capitolul 2: Activitate si realizdri stiintifice

Acest capitol reprezinta punctul central al tezei si este impartit in trei directii majore
de cercetare, care ilustreaza modul n care teologia interdisciplinara poate contribui la

intelegerea si solutionarea unor probleme sociale si etice complexe.
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Relatia dintre stiinta si teologie — Aceastd sectiune exploreaza colaborarea dintre
stiintd si teologie pentru a oferi perspective complementare asupra realitatii.
Principalele teme abordate includ revelatia naturald, ecoteologia, implicatiile
bioetice ale progresului tehnologic, dar si mecanismele cognitive prin care mintea
umand structureazd realitatea religioasd si transcendenta (psiho-sociologie).
Ecoteologia joaca un rol important, investigand responsabilitatea umana fata de
mediu dintr-o perspectiva teologica, analizand criza ecologica actuala prin prisma
fnvataturilor crestine despre creatie si stewardship (responsabilitatea pe care o are
omul fata de creatie si fatd de resursele pe care Dumnezeu i le-a incredintat). De
asemenea, sunt explorate implicatiile etice ale progreselor tehnologice in domeniul
biotehnologiei si medicinii, precum si modul in care teologia poate oferi un cadru
etic pentru a ghida aceste descoperiri.

Semnificatia dialogului interreligios in acceptarea reciprocd - In aceastd parte,
cercetarile mele converg la dezvoltarea unui nou cadru teoretic pentru pluralismul
religios, denumit Pluralism Fenomenologic. Acest concept subliniaza validitatea
experientelor religioase individuale si ofera o abordare deschisa si inclusiva a
dialogului interreligios. Dialogul interreligios este vazut ca o platforma pentru
dezvoltarea unor relatii armonioase intre diferite comunitati religioase, bazate pe
recunoasterea si respectarea diversitatii religioase, accentuand importanta
dialogului Tn depasirea conflictelor interconfesionale si construirea unei etici
comune a coexistentei. Aceasta sectiune include exemple practice de aplicare a
dialogului interreligios Tn contextul educational si in promovarea pacii sociale. O
provocare esentiald analizata este legata de limitdrile dialogului interreligios, in
special in contextul globalizarii si al tensiunilor culturale, precum si modul in care
acesta poate fi extins pentru a facilita cooperarea intre diferite traditii religioase.
Integrarea dialogului in viata cotidiand prin spiritualitate - Aceastd sectiune
examineaza modul in care spiritualitatea poate influenta viata de zi cu zi si alegerile
individuale. Accentul este pus pe importanta si impactul consilierii spirituale si a
practicilor religioase in contexte sociale si medicale, incluzand studii despre

ingrijirea paliativd, psihologia religioasa si fenomenologia conversiei. Studiile
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empirice desfasurate in aceasta directie exploreaza cazuri concrete in care
spiritualitatea si consilierea religioasa au oferit suport in gestionarea unor provocari
personale si comunitare majore, evidentiind rolul central al credintei si al ritualurilor

religioase in structura si sensul vietii cotidiene.

C) Capitolul 3: Metodologie si Cadrul Analitic

In aceastd sectiune, se explicd In detaliu abordarile metodologice utilizate in
cercetarea mea, in special analiza fenomenologica, hermeneutica si teologia comparativa
(a diverselor traditii teologice). Aceste metode oferd o intelegere profundd a experientelor

religioase din perspectiva credinciosilor si comunitatilor lor de apartenenta.

— Analiza fenomenologica este aplicata pentru a intelege experientele
subiective ale indivizilor in relatia lor cu sacrul.

— Hermeneutica este utilizata pentru a interpreta simbolurile si naratiunile
religioase, in timp ce teologia comparativa faciliteaza un dialog intre diverse
traditii religioase.

— Studiile de caz empirice ofera un suport important pentru aceste metode,
demonstrand relevanta lor in analizarea dilemelor etice si a provocarilor

sociale contemporane.

D) Capitolul 4: Planuri de dezvoltare si evolutie

Ultimul capitol al tezei contureaza directiile viitoare de cercetare si dezvoltare
profesionald, cu un accent pe consolidarea colabordrilor internationale si pe extinderea
platformei interdisciplinare Dialogo. Un obiectiv important este dezvoltarea unui manual
universitar despre dialogul interreligios, bazat pe cercetdrile mele si destinat studentilor
din domeniul teologiei si stiintelor sociale. De asemenea, este planificatd crearea unui curs
pe platforma edX, care sa reflecte aceste cercetari si sa contribuie la raspandirea acestor

idei In randul unui public mai larg, atat academic cat si practic.

Lucrarea de fata se incheie cu o bibliografie generald, bibliografie rezultata din notele

de subsol utilizate pentru a intdri demonstratia ideilor si propunerilor mele.
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In cuprinsul celor 116 pagini aceastd teza reprezintd o incercare de a aduce o
contributie semnificativa la intelegerea fenomenului religios intr-o lume globalizats,
oferind un cadru teoretic si metodologic pentru analiza interactiunilor dintre religie, stiinta

si societate.
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Summary (in English)

This habilitation thesis, titled "Interfaith Dialogue as a Path to Social Harmony:
Addressing Religious Conflicts and Secular Challenges in a Divided World," highlights my
academic, scientific, and professional achievements since earning my PhD. It serves as both
a synthesis of my postdoctoral research and a presentation of my ongoing research
projects, with the goal of obtaining habilitation in the Doctoral School of Theology at Ovidius

University of Constanta.

The primary objective of this work is to demonstrate my original theological
contributions to understanding religious phenomena in contemporary society, particularly

through the influence of religious and spiritual experiences on individuals and communities.

This thesis presents an in-depth exploration of interdisciplinary theological research,
emphasizing original contributions to the dialogue between theology, social sciences, and
interfaith studies. The central goal of my research is to develop a theological framework
capable of addressing complex contemporary issues, such as ecological crises, bioethical
dilemmas, and, most importantly, the challenges of religious pluralism in an increasingly

globalized world.

At the core of my research is a fundamental concern: the multiplicity of ways in which
humanity understands, experiences, and expresses divinity and the impact of this diversity on
individuals and society. The motivation behind this thesis stems from the growing need to
provide a theological response not only to traditional spiritual questions but also to the
dilemmas faced by modern society, where science, technology, and diverse religious

traditions play a central role.
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The thesis is structured into three main chapters, illustrating the evolution and
foundations of my research, followed by a development plan aimed at continuing the
integration of theology with ethics, social sciences, and sustainable development. This work,
prepared for the habilitation process in the field of Theology, offers an interdisciplinary
perspective on how religious experiences contribute to social cohesion and foster a

deeper understanding of contemporary ethical issues.

This phenomenological perspective has led to the development of a new
approach/theory that | have coined, ,,Phenomenological Pluralism” — a pioneering
method for analyzing religious experiences that emphasizes the irreducible diversity of

individual spiritual experiences and their relationship with social and cultural structures.

STRUCTURE OF THE THESIS

A) Chapter 1: Professional, Academic, and Teaching Achievements

The first chapter presents my academic and professional background, emphasizing
my interest in integrating theology with psychology and other social sciences. It also
discusses my involvement in administrative and leadership roles within the faculty and
international projects, including organizing scientific symposia and high-profile
interdisciplinary conferences. These activities have enabled me to create an academic
collaboration platform, namely the DIALOGO project, which has brought together scholars
from various scientific fields as well as representatives from different religious traditions,

fostering constructive dialogue between theology and other domains of knowledge.

My experience in conference organization and international research projects
reflects my active commitment to creating academic collaboration networks and

promoting dialogue across disciplines and faiths.
B) Chapter 2: Scientific Activity and Achievements

This chapter is the core of the thesis and is divided into three major research
directions, demonstrating how interdisciplinary theology can contribute to understanding

and solving complex social and ethical issues.
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1. The Relationship Between Science and Theology - This section explores the
interaction between science and theology to provide complementary perspectives on

reality.

o The main themes include natural revelation, ecotheology, bioethical
implications of technological progress, and psycho-sociological

mechanisms shaping religious and transcendental experiences.

o Ecotheology plays a crucial role in analyzing human responsibility towards
the environment from a theological perspective, examining the current
ecological crisis through Christian teachings on creation and stewardship
(the responsibility that man has towards creation and towards the resources

that God has entrusted to him).

o Ethical implications of biotechnology and medical advancements are also
explored, along with how theology can provide an ethical framework for

guiding scientific discoveries.

2. The Significance of Interfaith Dialogue in Fostering Mutual Acceptance — This
section presents my original contribution to developing a new theoretical

framework for religious pluralism, which | term Phenomenological Pluralism.

o This concept emphasizes the validity of individual religious experiences and

proposes an inclusive approach to interfaith dialogue.

o Interfaith dialogue is framed as a platform for fostering harmonious
relationships among religious communities based on mutual recognition and
respect for religious diversity. This section also highlights the importance of
dialogue in overcoming interreligious conflicts and building a shared ethics of

coexistence.

o | examine practical applications of interfaith dialogue in education and
peacebuilding, as well as the limitations of dialogue in the context of

globalization and cultural tensions.
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3. The Integration of Dialogue into Daily Life through Spirituality — This section

investigates how spirituality influences daily life and individual choices.

o Special emphasis is placed on the role and impact of spiritual counseling and
religious practices in social and medical contexts, including studies on

palliative care, religious psychology, and the phenomenology of conversion.

o Empirical studies explore real-world cases where spirituality and religious
counseling have provided support in facing major personal and community
challenges, emphasizing the central role of faith and religious rituals in

structuring and giving meaning to everyday life.

C) Chapter 3: Methodology and Analytical Framework

This section details the methodological approaches used in my research, particularly
phenomenological analysis, hermeneutics, and comparative theology (of diverse
theological traditions). These methods offer a comprehensive understanding of religious

experiences from the perspective of believers and their faith communities.

— Phenomenological analysis is applied to explore subjective religious
experiences and their relationship with the sacred.

— Hermeneutics is used to interpret religious symbols and narratives, while
comparative theology facilitates dialogue between different religious
traditions.

— Empirical case studies provide real-world evidence for these approaches,
demonstrating their relevance in analyzing ethical dilemmas and

contemporary social challenges.

D) Chapter 4: Career Development and Research Evolution Plans

The final chapter outlines my future research directions and professional development
plans, with a strong focus on strengthening international collaborations and expanding the

Dialogo interdisciplinary platform.

o Akey objective is the development of a university Textbook on interfaith dialogue,

based on my research and intended for theology and social science students.
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» Additionally, | plan to create an edX course, reflecting these research findings and
contributing to the wider dissemination of these ideas among both academic and

general audiences.

o The thesis concludes with a general bibliography, drawn from the references used

to support my arguments and research proposals.

Conclusion

Across its 116 pages, this thesis represents an effort to contribute significantly to
understanding religious phenomena in a globalized world, providing a theoretical and
methodological framework for analyzing the interactions between religion, science, and

society.

Through my research, | seek to develop a sustainable theological framework that
not only fosters interfaith understanding but also offers a practical model for religious

coexistence in a world shaped by globalization, scientific progress, and social tensions.
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