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This doctoral research paper entitled The evolution of the Romanian liberal public 

discourse (1848-1948) proposes the analysis of the political discourse, in general, and the 

liberal discourse, in particular, both at the level of content and at the level of form. The aim of 

the paper is to outline a discursive model, in a specific stylistic register - the political one, 

considering the experience of liberal discourse.  

Our research project is part of the need that each generation feels to clarify a series of 

theoretical notions, to interpret important historical events. Under these conditions, the 

recollection and reinterpretation that we achieved through the analysis of the speech practiced 

by liberal politicians, over 100 years, is not only a reminder of generations that proposed and 

achieved the creation of the concepts of "Romanian" and "Romania", but an example for the 

current era. 

In this context, we turned our attention to the period of establishment, consolidation 

and modernization of the Romanian state, focusing on the Romanian liberal public discourse 

over a century. Our research traces the transformation that the Romanian liberal public 

discourse underwent from 1848 Romanian Revolution to Communism.  

In the analysis of the liberal politicians’ discourses from the first period of Romanian 

liberalism, we took into consideration different aspects from the extra-discursive area, such 

as: the evolution of the Romanian historical, social, cultural and political framework, which 

marked this century of modernization. We started from the discourses of the 1848 

revolutionary leaders, the "founding fathers" of Romania. The words of the young liberals 

mark a moment of clarification of political consciousness, of moving away from the French 

influence to which they had been exposed throughout the student period. Their tendency is to 

approach their own, original rhetorical style, which had only one goal - the promotion of 

patriotism. The Romanian revolutionaries will be present in local politics for a long time, and, 

over time, their discourses become formalized, adapting to the new form of legislative 

organization - the parliament, taking into account the protocols and rules of its operation. 

Later, their descendants will continue and develop the ideas of the 1848 generation until the 

establishment of communist totalitarianism in Romania.  

The context in which the discourses were held is the one that outlines this period of 

modernization, the presence of important events, such as the union and state independence, 
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the establishment and evolution of the Romanian parliamentary system with a bicameral 

structure, the crystallization of ideologies, the appearance of the first political parties. At the 

same time, we watched how these events influenced both the content of the political debates 

and the vision and approach of politicians to the various topics debated in parliament. 

The objectives of our research are as follows: 

- the elaboration of a corpus of liberal political texts that allow the interpretation of 

the liberal discourse and the revealing of the particularities of this type of 

discourse; 

- the periodization of the respective political discourses; 

- establishing typologies of different types of political discourses delivered by 

liberal leaders; 

- analysis of the political content of the first liberal discourses; 

- the research of the liberal discourse from a linguistic and discursive perspective; 

- the relevance of political discourses in addressing major issues.  

From the large number of discourses published and still existing (many being 

destroyed during the communist regime), in order to select only some of them, we took into 

account the political criterion of the periodization of the Romanian liberal movement, an 

image of the linguistic and ideological development of over a century, materialized through 

public discourse. Thus, our research brings together various texts and oratorical styles 

representative for the evolution of political speeches, starting with the 1848 moment, pre-

liberalism, followed by the outline of a program around a political party, the development of 

the National Liberal Party in competition with the Conservative Party, then with the other 

political formations that emerged later.  

The corpus of 33 texts that we initiated for writing the thesis includes discourses of the 

representative liberals for the Romanian politics of the time, different personalities with 

distinct visions, specific to the lived era. The corpus was examined from the perspective of 

criteria that take into account the typology in which the discourse falls, the historical event to 

which it is linked, the particularities of the discourses. Also, all these speeches were 

interpreted from a discursive perspective, following especially the particularities and trends of 

the political discourse, the crystallization of ideologies etc. In the framework of the research 

project, we paid particular attention to the analysis of the practices and discursive strategies 

used by liberal orators. We were interested in the way in which the orator presented himself to 

the audience, conveyed his ideas, intentionality and sketching his personal discursive style. At 
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the same time, we considered for verification different hypotheses regarding the connections 

between context, political ideology and discourse. 

The actual linguistic interpretation of the discourses has as its object the specific 

language of the liberal speech, its evolution, its transformation over a century. 

In discerning the concept of evolution present in the title of our research, we started 

from the distinct ways of approaching similar issues, in discourse, of politicians. Thus, 

considering the general interdisciplinary character of the research, the subject of analysis was 

the transformations that discourses underwent, over time, our approach being a chronological 

one. Regarding the theoretical problems of discourse analysis, we used scientific 

documentation, synthesis and analysis, the typological method. 

 Discursive transformation such as: the use of rhetorical figures that adorned them, the 

development of political language, political thinking, notions such as concepts and the context 

in which they appeared, were aspects that cannot be neglected. 

The approach of a pragma-rhetorical analysis includes the analysis both at the level of 

construction, of the manner of organizing the discourse, and at the level of the result, aiming 

at the consequences caused by it. Thus, the persuasive function is examined, as a unifying 

factor of the concepts results on which the discourse is based, respectively pragmatic, 

rhetorical and argumentative, applied to a typology of the discourse - the political one. 

The present thesis includes: introduction, four analysis chapters, conclusions, 

bibliography and the list of analysed discourses. The titles of the chapters are: The beginnings 

of the Romanian liberal public discourse, The crystallization of the Romanian liberal public 

discourse, The emancipation of the Romanian liberal public discourse and The decline of the 

Romanian liberal public discourse. 

The first analysis chapter of the thesis is dedicated to 1848 period, the period of 

revolutionary movements and their programs, nationalism, the transition from feudalism to 

bourgeois society. At the same time, here we have also included a subchapter that deals with 

the analysis of the first political terms that appeared in the Romanian vocabulary, namely the 

attempt of synchronization between the Romanian culture and the much more refined Western 

European culture. The young revolutionaries, whose speeches will be analysed, attempt a 

transfer not only at the social level, from feudalism to the bourgeoisie, but also at the 

language level, by borrowing new terms that reflect the metamorphosis of Romanian society. 

In the second chapter of analysis, namely the period 1857-1877, the formalization of 

the speeches of previous revolutionaries, currently Romanian politicians, is presented. 

Considering that the state institutions are undergoing transformation, making the transition 
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from the Elective Assemblies to the much more modern parliament, the speeches have a 

solemn character, subject to rules and protocols. As a result of the two political ideologies 

shaping, namely the conservative and the liberal, but also the oscillation of political groups 

between the government and the opposition, we observe, in speeches, the appearance of 

strategies of impoliteness, along with those of irony and humour. 

The third chapter of analysis focuses on the period 1879-1919, a politically active 

period, with dissensions in the liberal camp, which lead to party factions. The Romanian 

political scene is composed on the one hand by the former revolutionaries, the founders of 

liberalism in Romania, and on the other by their descendants, also from the area of Romanian 

elites educated in Europe, their access to politics being facilitated by the fact that the universal 

vote was possible only after 1918. The discourses belong, in the majority, to the typology of 

interpellations and deliberative speech, presented in parliament, only one being an electoral 

speech. 

The fourth chapter of the analysis follows, during the period 1922-1947, mainly the 

theme of "peace" in liberal public discourses, in a world where three new ideologies were 

taking shape: Fascism, Nazism and Communism. Going through a tumultuous period in 

which Bolshevism was in full development, in the Romanian space the activity of political 

parties functioned with periods of suspension, initially caused by the royal dictatorship, then 

by the military one, ending with their prohibition by Communism in 1948. In this part we 

noticed the appeal to logical argumentation, intertwined with the pathetic one as the last 

attempts of ideological survival in a state gradually seized by totalitarianism. 

The work ends with a chapter of conclusions, the result of the research of selected 

liberal public discourses, exposed throughout a century of existence, followed by the 

bibliography used and an appendix that includes the titles of the 33 analysed texts.                                              

Our research, carried out in order to write the present thesis, led to the highlighting of 

the first model of liberal public discourse in the Romanian space. Over the course of a 

century, from 1848 to the installation of the communist totalitarian regime, we followed the 

transformation that the language of the Romanian liberal political discourse endured in 

synchrony with the liberal ideological maturation during the modernization of Romania. 

Liberal political discourse is characterized by a great typological variety, from 

proclamation aimed at the general population, to ideological discourse addressed to followers, 

from parliamentary discourse subject to institutional norms, to electoral discourse addressed 

to voters, from deliberative discourse aiming persuasion, to polemic that combat political 

opponents. 
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Liberal political activity, expressed through public discourse, from 1847 to 1947, has 

evolved in several stages: the beginnings of Romanian liberal public discourse from the 

period of the revolutionary movements, the crystallization of liberal ideas around a political 

party, simultaneously with the realization of the Union of the Principalities, the winning of 

state independence and the proclamation of the kingdom in Romania, the emancipation of 

liberal public discourse in the period before and after the creation of Greater Romania and the 

decline of liberal discourse in the interwar period and at the end of the Second World War. 

Political discourse can only be analysed if we take into account the socio-political 

factors that led to its production, such as the historical context, exposures and actions prior to 

its production, the mission it has to fulfil, such as gaining or maintaining power, and the way 

in which was retrieved by the following generations, such as immediate or long-term 

consequences. 

The liberal speeches succeeded in instilling in the Romanian population the idea of 

progress, of national and social emancipation. The language of Romanian liberal politicians 

evolves simultaneously with the transformation and modernization of the institutions of the 

Romanian state; it is enriched by the introduction of newly borrowed terms, creating the 

Romanian political vocabulary. Through the power of words, through the rhetorical means 

used in liberal speeches, it is achieved the change of the country fate and Greater Romania 

creation.  

The Romanian liberal public discourse, from the 1848 period to the communist one, 

contributed to the establishment, consolidation and modernization of both the Romanian state 

and the Romanian political vocabulary. The installation of the communist totalitarian regime 

in Romania led to a half-century interruption of the tradition of the political parties. 
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