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TEZA DE ABILITARE
Viata duhovniceasca a preotului — factor determinant
in slujirea liturgica si in lucrarea sa pastorala

REZUMAT

Activitatea mea de cercetare stiintificd desfasuratd pand in prezent este canalizatd pe domeniul
inclinatiilor §i preocupdrilor mele de studiu si de traire religioasa: Liturgica. Pe aceastd linie de
cercetare, am ramas consecvent pana astazi sitot pe aceastd linie voi ramane statornic, in continuare,
pana la sfarsitul carierei mele didactice, incercand sa scot la iveald noivaloriale culturii 1 spiritualitatii
noastre ortodoxe.

Am indeplinit aceasta indeletnicire din pasiune si din vocatie, cu gandul sincer de a cultiva darul
cu care m-a Inzestrat Dumnezeu si din dorinta arzitoare de a sluji Biserica si de a onora invatamantul
teologic romédnesc. In scopul atingerii acestui ideal, am consacrat toati energia si capacitatea mea de
muncd intelectuald si, daca am atins aceste performante In domeniul cercetarii mele, marturisesc ca si
Stantul Apostol Pavel, ca nu este meritul meu, ci al harului lui Dumnezeu (I Corinteni 15, 10).

Tot ce am realizat pana acum este oglinda muncii mele asidue si sper, cu ajutorul lui Dumnezeu,
ca si de acum inainte s traduc in faptd ceea ce mi-am propus, creand opere stiintifice documentate si
deschizand noi orizonturi pentru ceice se vor dedica activitatii de cercetare, fiindca mai este mult teren
de exploatat in aceasta latura importantd a Teologiei Practice.

M-am straduit ca sa elaborez lucrari stiintifice corespunzitoare exigentelor universitare si sa
demonstrez ca, intr-adevar, cultul crestin ortodox este intuitia integrald a dogmei si izvorul limpede si
curgdtor al apei celei vii, a harului si binecuvantarilor dumnezeiesti, din care se impartasesc sufletele
credinciosilor.

Am urmdrit ca, prin lucrarile mele, sa fiu accesibil si util preotilor, studentilor, masteranzilor si
doctoranzilor, doritori sa se initieze in tainele cultului §i sd isi formeze o bund pregatire profesionala si
constiinta liturgicd. Astdzi, in conditiile, deplinei libertdti religioase, se simte tot mai mult nevoia unei
cunoasteri temeinice a insemnatatii $i sublimitatii cultului divin public ortodox, in special, a functiei sale
sacramentale sia rolului sdu instructiv educativ pe care il are In promovarea vietii religios morale.

Totodata, se simte $i nevoia unei participari cat mai intensive la savarsirea cultului, concretizata
in trairea momentului liturgic cu toatd convingerea, evlavia, simtirea, si caldura inimii. In acest context,
numai o intelegere superioara si adanca a caracterului simbolic si1 sacramental al actelor si formelor de
cult va putea crea premizele unei participari active, costiente si responsabile a clerului si credinciosilor
la oficierea cultului. Lucrarile si studiile mele sunt niste documente stiinifice de bun augur in acesta
privinta, iar proiectul meu de dezvoltare a traiectoriei de cercetare stiinfifica si academica incearca sa
raspunda acestor imperative majore.

Scopul principal al misiunii preotesti nu este numai cel sacramental, de a impartasi credinciosilor
harul, ajutorul, si binecuvantarea lui Dumnezeu prin intermediul sfintelor slujbe, ci si cel didactic si
pastoral, de a-i povatui si indruma pe calea mantuirii, prin cuvant si prin exemplul vietii sale. Intre
cuvantul de invatatura si faptele preotului trebuie sa existe o concordantd perfecta, caci daca faptele il
contrazic §i teoria nu consund cu practica, toatd stradania slujirii sale liturgice, omiletice si pastorale
ramane zadarnica si fara nici un efect, pentru ca mai puternic este grawul faptelor decat al cuvintelor.
Predica nu are puterea de diamant a exemplului. De aceea, preotul trebuie sa se identifice cu invatatura
pe care o propovaduieste.



Succesul activitatii pastorale a preotului nu este dat de maiestria si arta cuvintelor, ci de
frumusetea si podoaba virtutilor sale care trebuie sa straluceasca ca lumina soarelui sica aurul lamurit in
foc. Un preot cu viata curata si imbunatatita de florile vurtutilor este un barometru, un ghid normativ sio
faclie care lumineza in sfesnic calea pastoritilor sdi catre Dumnezeu, pentru cd asa cum ,,comandantul
destoinic si iscusit salveaza corabia de la 1nec, tot astfel si pastorul cel bun da viata si sanatate turmei
sale cuvantatoare”, spune Sfantul loan Scararul.

Lipsa unei vieti curate il dezonoreaza si il dezarmeazi pe preot, anulandu-i toate meritele si
eforturile sale concentrate in aria apostolatului crestin. Credinciosii progreseazd in viata morald si
duhovniceasca, proportional cu gradul de moralitate si induhovnicire a vietii preotului. Un preot cu viata
virtuoasa reflecteaza omenirii stralucirea cerului si incalzeste lumea cu razele faptelor sale bune ca o
oglinda curatd a Soarelui Dreptatii. ,,De aceea trebuie ca frumusetea sufletului preotului sa straluceasca
in toate Imprejurdrile din viata lui, ca sd poata, in acelasitimp, $ibucura, dar si lumina sufletele celor ce-
1 privesc”, spune Sfantul loan Gura de Aur.

Experienta pastorala a preotului este reflexul trairii sale religioase sia virtutilor crestine pe care le
practica. Cu cat viata sa este mai conforma cu principiile doctrinare $i morale pe care le propovaduieste,
cu atat cuvantul sdu de invataturd patrunde mai usor in suflet, prinzand radacini adanci in inima si viata
credinciosilor sdi. Virtutile crestine se cer indeplinite de orice credincios care vrea sa realizeze idealul
perfectiunii morale, insd preotul ca unul ce este menit sa devina Intruchiparea vie a desavarsirii crestine,
trebuie sd-i depaseascad pe credinciosii sdi cu trdirea si cu fapta, cucerindu-i prin virtutile sale, pentru
viata cea adevdratd in Hristos. Realizdnd in persoana sa modelul sublim de viatd al Domnului nostru
Ilisus Hristos ca om, pe care l-au concretizat in fapta Sfintii Apostoli si Sfintii Parinti ai Bisericii, preotul
poate spune cu constiinta impacata ca si Sfantul Apostol Pavel: ,,Lupta cea bund m-am luptat, calatoria
am savarsit, credinta am pazit. De acum mi s-a gitit cununa dreptatii pe care Domnul imi va da-o 1n ziua
aceea” (Il Timotei, 4, 7-8).
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Summary

My scientific research carried out up to this time is channeled on the field of my proclivity and
preoccupation of study and religious experience: the Liturgical.

On this line of research, I remained consistent to this day and I shall remain consistent on this line until
the end of my teaching career, trying to reveal new values of our Orthodox culture and spirituality.

I have carried out this occupation out of passion and vocation, with the sincere thought to
cultivate the gift that God has endowed me with and the burning desire to serve the Church and honor
the Romanian theological education system. In order to achieve this ideal, I have dedicated all my
energy and intellectual working ability and if I have reached this performance in the field of my
research, I confess as the Holy Apostle Paul that I cannot take credit for this, but the credit is due to
God’s grace (I Corinthians 15, 10).

All T have achieved so far is the mirror of my hard work and I hope, God willing, to put in
practice what I have set out, creating well-documented scientific works and opening new horizons for
those who shall be dedicated to research work, because there is still a lot of ground to cover in this
important side of Practical Theology.

I have strived to compile scientific works according to academic demands and demonstrate that
the Christian Orthodox denomination is the full intuition of the dogma and clear and flowing source of
the living water, of godly grace and blessings, from which the believers’ souls take sacrament.

Through my works, I have aimed to be accessible and useful to priests, undergraduate, graduate
and PhD students wishing to become initiated with the worship and mould a good professional training
and liturgical consciousness. Today, considering the full religious freedom, there is an increasing need
for a thorough knowledge of the meaning and sublimity of the Orthodox public divine worship,
especially of its sacramental function and its instructive-educational role it plays in promoting the moral
and religious life.

At the same time, there is also a need of increasing participation to worship, materialized in
experiencing the liturgical moment with all the conviction, piety, feeling and warmth of the heart. Under
this context, only a superior and deep understanding of the symbolic and sacramental nature of the deeds
and forms of worship would create the premises of an active, conscious and responsible participation of
the clergy and believers in worship.

My works and studies are auspicious scientific documents in this respect and my project of
developing the scientific and academic research trajectory attempts to answer these major imperatives.

The priestly mission has as its main purpose not only the sacramental life, that of sharing the
God's grace, help and blessing by means of the divine services, but also the didactic and pastoral care,
that of advising and guiding the faithful on the redemptive way, by his words and the living example.
Between the teaching word and priest's deeds should be a perfect agreement, for if the deeds contradict
him and the theory does not go together with practice, all his liturgical, homiletic and pastoral efforts
become senseless or without effects, because the language of deeds is stronger than that of the words.
The sermon does not have the diamantine power of the example. For this reason, the priest should
identify himself with the teaching he is preaching. The success of the priest's pastoral work is not given
by his rhetorical skills, but by the beauty and crown of his virtues which should shine as the sun's light
and the refined gold. A priest with a pure and virtuous life, enriched with the flowers of virtues represent
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a barometer, a guide and a torch that enlightens the path of his flock to God, for ,,as the worthy and
skilful commander saves the ship from drowning, in the same way the good shepherd gives life and
health to his rational flock™, says Saint John the Ladder.

The lack of a pure life dishonours and disarm the priest, cancelling all his merits and efforts.
The faithful make progress in the spiritual life in proportion to the level of morality and spiritualization
of the priest life. A virtuous priest can reflect the heaven's glamour and warm the world with the beams
of his good deeds like a clean mirror of the Sun of Righteousness.

The pastoral experience of the priest is the reflection of his religious life a of the Christian
virtues that he practices. Though the Christian virtues are required of every believer who want to achie ve
the level of moral perfection, the priest, nevertheless, as the one who was required to become the living
incarnation of the Christian perfection, he should surpass his believers with his life and works,
overcoming them through his virtues, for the true life in Christ. Fulfilling is his person the supreme
example of the life of our Lord Jesus Christ, which the Holy Apostles and Church Fathers manifested in
their works, the priest can say with a clear conscience like the Saint Apostle Paul: ,,I have fought the
good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4, 7-8).
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