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PhD Thesis Summary

Keywords: anthroponymy, Turkish surnames, denomination, formation of names, toponymy,
Dobrogea, Constanta, Tulcea, origin, religious onomatopoeia, secular onomatopoeia,
Turkish culture, community

The purpose of the present research, with the title Turkish anthroponymy from
Dobrogea, is to study, from the morphological, semantic, etymological and cultural
perspective, the Turkish anthroponyms from the geographical space of Dobrogea, namely
from Constanta and Tulcea counties. Our study, in structure and complexity, is a unique and
necessary approach.

We chose this area, because the Turkish socio-cultural group occupies the highest
weight, referring to the territory of Romania.

Also, both I and my great-grandfathers are part of the Turkish community in Dobrogea
and through the professional activities I have developed, the Turkish language and culture
have occupied a priority place in my life. As a result, it is natural for doctoral concerns to aim
at deepening and developing linguistic knowledge.

The thesis includes four large chapters, structured in turn into sub-chapters, through
which we set out the objectives of the present work, namely, compiling a corpus of Turkish
first names from Dobrogea, establishing a relationship between Turkish onomastics from
Dobrogea and the Turkish onomastic system in Turkey with the establishment of the
relationship between them, the history and geography of the area, the classification of
surnames from the Turkish language according to the nature of the sources, the realization of
the relationship between surnames and other anthroponymic classes or between surnames and
toponyms.

Also, a major objective of the thesis is the selection, classification and analysis of male
and female names from the two counties in order to establish the frequency of Turkish
surnames from the two counties. In our study, we started by finding that tradition has an
important role, as it ensures the continuity of old names, and religious, cultural and socio-
political factors influence this frequency of names.

The first chapter, entitled Community of Dobrogean Turks, includes three sub-
chapters, namely: The constitution of the Turkish community in Dobrogea, The demographic
evolution of the Turkish ethnicity in Dobrogea and Aspects of the economic and cultural life

of the Turks in Dobrogea.



In the first sub-chapter we highlighted the first Turkish elements established in
Dobrogea, the reforms of Sultan Abdul Medgid, the situation of the Turks in the interwar
period, the participation of the Turks in the second world conflagration, the participation of
the Turks in the great confrontations at the beginning of the 20" century. Later in this sub-
chapter, we also highlighted the life of the Turks in Dobrogea during the communist and post-
communist period. The accounts of foreign travelers regarding the life of the Turks in
Dobrogea were also of particular importance.

In the second sub-chapter, we considered some statistical analyzes necessary, which
managed to outline the demographic evolution of the Turks in Dobrogea with the ups and
downs recorded over time.

In the third sub-chapter we made an extensive study of the economic and cultural life
of the Turkish community in the Dobrogea region. The scientific analysis emphasizes the
craft and commercial activities practiced by them.

At the same time, we presented an architectural monument, the hammam of Medgidia,
an essential cultural element of the great Turkish settlements. Then we presented the Muslim
Seminary from Medgidia, which would change the regional social structure through the
increased number of young people who had access to education in this institution. The
organization of religious life did not differ in any way from the Ottoman Empire, continuing
the tradition of the Imamate of the Ottoman Gate. The buildings of the windows of Dobrogea
are important pieces of religious architecture from the Turkish cultural heritage. The
leadership of the Muslim cult in Romania is coordinated by the mufti having subordinate
imams, who contribute to preserving the faith and the ties between the members of the
Muslim community. Many of the muftis of the Muslim community were trained at Medgidia,
within the Muslim Seminary. The Islamic faith withstood the conditions the existence of the
communist regime. In Muslim families, the Koran was studied and religious holidays were
observed.

The opening of the "Kemal Atatiirk" Muslim Pedagogical High School in Medgidia,
which became the "Kemal Atatiirk" National College in Medgidia, the successor of the
Muslim Seminary, is of particular importance for the training of the Muslim clergy. On the
occasion of important holidays, Ramazan Bayrami, Kurban Bayrami, Teravih Namazi, etc.,
including young people participate in religious services, which represents a return to faith and
awareness of the importance of religion in the life of the community. Also, in this sub-chapter
we specified the fact that as sources of choosing names for their children, the Turks use totem

names, wish names, accidental names, religious names, magnificent names, and the tradition
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of assigning names to children, in order to perpetuate the names of the elders, continues
today. At the same time, thanks to the influence of mass media, new, popular names also
appear.

In the second chapter, entitled Turkish Anthroponymy, we demonstrated the
importance of studies in this field specifying some important aspects addressed in studies and
articles. Numerous researchers have emphasized the importance of the function, role and
classification of proper names, they have given a special interest to the study of funerary
monuments from the great basin of Turkish culture, real informative treasures with content of
anthroponymic, toponymic, historical, linguistic notions, etc. We have dealt with this issue in
four sections: Anthroponymy - definitions and delimitations of Romanian and foreign
specialists, Approaches of Turkologists about Turkish anthroponymy where we have
presented some studies and contributions of Turkish specialists in Turkish onomastics, The
origin of Turkish names and Turkish names from Dobrogea in which we presented the
specifics of these names compared to the Romanian phonetic system.

In the third chapter, entitled Turkish first names. Typology, we have presented a
classification of surnames according to the nature of the sources of origin, namely religious
onomastics and secular onomastics, and according to the structural-morphematic
classification, namely: surnames composed of whole words, surnames derived with suffixes
and paired surnames (names formed with motional gender suffixes). All of these were studied
in three sub-chapters: Classification criteria of Turkish names, Semantic classification of
Turkish first names and Structural-morphematic classification of Turkish first names.

In chapter IV, entitled Frequency of Turkish surnames in Dobrogea, they are included
four sub-chapters: Male first names, Female first names, Modernization of the Turkish
onomastic system and The influence of Turkish names in Romanian anthroponymy.

In the first sub-chapter, we presented their frequency in Constanta and Tulcea
counties, the first names with the highest frequency, the first names with the most phonetic
variants, as well as the phonetic phenomena found in Turkish first names written according to
the Romanian phonetic system.

In the second sub-chapter, we did the same analysis as for masculine ones specifying
the frequency, variants and phonetic phenomena.

In the third sub-chapter, we followed the changes in the Turkish onomastic system in
Dobrogea, and in the fourth sub-chapter, I presented some aspects related to the existence of
Romanian names that have Turkish names as their origin. Also, in this sub-chapter in the

section Names of persons used in toponymy, from the morpho-semantic analysis of a number
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of 100 toponyms originating from Turkish first names, it follows that anthroponymy has a
permanent relationship with toponymy.

The work contains in Annex 1 images of objects belonging to ethnic Turks, images of
Turkish families from Dobrogea, with prominent personalities, with ethnographic maps of
Dobrogea, with places of worship of the Muslim community in Dobrogea, as well as from the
Muslim Seminary, in Annex 2 there is the anthroponymic questionnaire and Annex 3 includes
the List of surnames with their origin and meaning.

The chapter of final conclusions presents the results of our analysis, namely that the
Turkish anthroponymy from Dobrogea has not yet benefited from extensive studies, outlining
its importance and value for the field of linguistics, both for the Romanian onomastic heritage
and as part of the Turkish cultural system.

The research undertaken within the framework of the theoretical and applied
approach, comes to outline linguistic realities spanning a period of five centuries. The
anthroponymic reporting was therefore carried out concerning the historical material from
which the regional linguistic heritage benefits until the present period. If for the first centuries
under study, this information is brief, for contemporaneity the information abounds especially
thanks to the written sources, but also the oral ones.

The present work highlights the onomastic realities of Dobrogea, where we encounter
many names that represent variants of the same proper name, nuanced from a local point of
view. The causes of these variants are the insufficient knowledge of the Turkish language or
the non-recognition of the sounds specific to the literary variant of the Turkish language,
either by the officials who register the child's name, or by the child's parents, who are less
familiar with Turkish orthography or orthography. Nowadays, the level of education is
different, the Turkish language is studied in schools, high schools and colleges. Also, the
appearance of many Turkish series on Romanian television channels influenced the choice of
a certain name for the newborn, because many viewers were fascinated by certain characters
or heroes.

At the same time, the purpose of this work is to indicate the particularities of the
anthroponymic system of the Turks from Dobrogea. The anthroponymy of this area has a
complex character due to the historical, geographical (the area between the Danube and the
Black Sea) and social conditions that made several ethnic groups coexist in this space:
Romanians, Aromanians, Bulgarians, Turks, Tatars, Gypsies, Jews, Greeks, Armenians,
Russians, Lipovans, Ukrainians, Gagauzians, Germans, Italians, Albanians, Serbians,

Hungarians, etc.



Thus, we can say that the system of Turkish first names in Dobrogea is marked by
traditionalism, presenting many elements in common with the onomastic system of the
Turkish language and that the observed name changes represent adaptations of Turkish

names, either in the administrative version or in the popular version.
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**k% 1995, Minoritatile nationale din Romdnia 1918-1925, coordonatori Ioan Scurtu si Liviu
Boar, Bucuresti Editura Arhivelor Statului.
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