OVIDIUS UNIVERSITY OF CONSTANTA
DOCTORAL SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES
DOCTORAL FIELD: HISTORY

ABSTRACT

THE LEGAL AND SOCIAL STATUS OF ROMANIAN WOMEN FROM 1916 TO

THE PRESENT
Ph.D. Coordinator:
Ph.D.Valentin CIORBEA
Ph.D. Nicolae VOICULESCU
Ph.D. Student:
Valentina TANASE
CONSTANTA

2022



CONTENTS
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

INTRODUCTION
a. Motivation of the topic, research objectives and research methods
b. Conceptual clarifications relevant to research on women's rights and equal rights for
women

CHAPTER 1: The condition of women in Romania: war, traditionalism and
emancipation. Constitutional and legislative rights of women between 1916-1947
1.1. The Great War and the impact on the situation of women - a feminine perspective
1.2. The modernization and emancipation of women at the end of the war. The Romanian
female model in the interwar period

1.3. The legal status of women in Romania between 1916 and 1947

1.4. The dynamics of the feminist movement in Romania. Women's Struggle for Civil and
Political Rights (1916 - 1947)

CHAPTER 2: The status of women during the communist regime (1948-1989). The
principle of equal opportunities in constitutions and legislation

2.1. The legal status of women in Romania during 1948-1989: constitutional and legislative
rights

2.2. The emancipation of women through work and motherhood between 1948 and 1989. The
female model reflected in the propaganda of P.C.R. (Romanian Communist Party)

2.3. Feminist conceptions during the establishment of the leadership of the Communist Party
of Romania: egalitarianism and homogeneity (1948 - 1989)

CHAPTER 3: The status of women in Romania following the change of the totalitarian
regime with the democratic one. Romania's accession to the European Union and the
adaptation of Romanian legislation to the acquis communautaire (1989 - present)

3.1 Dynamics of promoting equal opportunities during the transition period. The place and
role of women in Romanian society after 1989

3.1.1 The effects of the transition on the situation of women in relation to the Romanian post-
communist legislation

3.1.2 The feminist movement in Romania after the fall of the communist regime

3.2 The principle of equal opportunities and non-discrimination on gender grounds - a
fundamental principle of international human rights law

3.2.1 Actions to promote women's rights internationally

3.2.2 European directives in the field of equal opportunities. The European Union and equal
opportunities for women: applying the principle of equal pay

3.3 Romania's accession to the EU and women's rights issues (1989 - present). Transposition
of the principle of equal opportunities in the Romanian legislation as a result of Romania's
integration in the European Union

3.4. The status and issues of women's rights in present-day Romania

3.4.1 Equal and gender opportunities. The main causes of the perpetuation of gender
discrimination in Romania

CONCLUSIONS

BIBLIOGRAPHY



ABSTRACT

Key words: Romania, woman, feminism, equal opportunities, non-discrimination

In the past, with a few exceptions, the society was predominantly male in which the
role of women was almost non-existent. Man was the key element in society, any meditation
on human nature referring to him as the essence of the human species. And yet, the
mysterious world of women has always aroused curiosity by raising questions and
controversies. Loved or hated, admired or blamed, regardless of the social backgrounds they
belonged to, their history, when it was written in the pages of some books, has often been
framed in the form of clichés and false prejudices.

The science of history has an important role to play in elucidating the place and role of
women in society. The issue of women's status in society does not only involve a
dichotomous perception related to the realities of private and public life. The subject itself is
an extremely bidding one and can be approached from a multitude of perspectives because,
after all, this is history, "a multiple knowledge". The diversity of aspects from which a topic
can be addressed, such as women's life, requires an interdisciplinary research, also because
historical research cannot be limited to describing the transformations that have taken place in
the condition of women over time, but should relate to important institutions such as family,
church, school without which there would be no study on the status of women.

The main objective of our research was to identify the Romanian female model, the
place and role of women in Romanian society, but also the degree of adaptability to new
measures imposed or occurred with Romania's accession to the European Union. To identify
(characteristics, characters) to understand and analyze, to cut in order to relate, these were the
objectives of this thesis.

With this title, ""The legal and social status of women in Romania from 1916 to the
present", we propose a comprehensive analysis of the 20" Century and Early 21* Century,
focusing on women, the evolution of its place and role in Romanian society, capturing
conflicting or peaceful developments, the analysis of its integration or exclusion dynamics in
society. Given that, due to the social and mental changes of the late 19" Century, the feminist
movement has emerged in women's salons and on the streets. Women claimed equality in the
right to education, the right to vote, the right to work and in connection with this, equal pay.
We have also integrated in the thesis an analysis of the main actions of the feminist movement
in Romania.

We emphasized the status of women from a social and legal perspective because it is

known that the relations between men and women have constantly highlighted the stage of
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development of a society and the various stages of women's emancipation show us in fact the
measure of the degree of general civilization of society. Thus, the Romanian society, with a
specific already established, has a certain system for regulating the relations between the
sexes. At the same time, in order to know the social reality of a nation, the investigation of the
legal framework becomes a necessity. We cannot understand the different and multiple
aspects that make up the life of a society, of women implicitly, if we do not relate to the social
realities of the time in terms of legislation. We have therefore started our research from the
legal limitations that women faced at the beginning of the 20" Century and which imprisoned
them in a limited private space from which they naturally managed to get out whenever the
necessities of life have imposed, such a moment being, for example, the First World War, in
order to reach the realities of the 21st Century, which perpetuate inequalities such as equal
pay.

The scientific importance of the research undertaken also resides in the topicality of
the subject, the whole approach based on the analysis between the information provided by
the archives, those from the press, legislative acts, as well as memoirs or specialized works
highlighting that a seemingly general topic can become, ipso facto, and a topic with a
historical approach from a legal perspective of permanent topicality. The topic is also useful
through the interdisciplinary, evolutionary approach with a high level of complexity and
originality given by the method of approach.

We started researching the status of women in 1916, the year of Romania's entry into
the First World War, the state of war forcing women to take on new responsibilities.
Legislatively, we have focused on 1923, as it is the year in which a new Constitution enters
into force, which took a first step towards equality of the two sexes, showing that "women's
civil rights will be established on the basis of full equality between the two sexes” (art. 6)'.
Even if granting political rights for women does not materialize at this stage, the 1923
Constitution remains a reference by enlisting the principle of women's co-optation in county
and communal councils (art. 108). For a critical analysis of the 1923 moment, we took into
account both the perspective of the era as it appears from the legislation, from a series of
articles, works® or archive funds® as well as the interpretations and works existing on the

market until the present moment”.

! Constitutia Romdniei, publicata in Monitorul Oficial, nr. 282 din 29 martie 1923.
? Noua Constitutie a Romaniei: 23 de prelegeri publice organizate de Institutul Social Roman. Cu o anexa
cuprinzand noile constitutii europene, Cultura Nationald, Bucuresti, 1923; Stefania Mihailescu, Din istoria
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Regarding the end point of the thesis, we referred to the year of Romania's integration
into the European Union (2007) and we followed the changes of not only legislative but also
perceptive nature that this integration brought to the Romanian society on the one hand and,
on the other hand, the natural course of evolution of a society in the process of being
rediscovered according to the restrictions and limits crossed during the communist era. Our
research, even if in the last chapter makes a report at the time of integration, includes an
analysis and interpretation of the existing legislation at the time of writing, as well as an
analysis of current issues of Romanian society on women's rights, so that the present social
and legal status of women can be highlighted.

In analyzing the status of women, we have taken care not to go to extremes by
excluding or maximizing the importance of privacy. We also avoided the absolutizations of
misogynistic time as well as those of the misandric type (by putting the man in inferiority),
not trying any simple treatment of the subject only from the point of view of the female
emancipation movement. Aiming for a more objective interpretation from a historical and
legal point of view, we evaluated within the thesis the way in which women related to the
changes in society and we placed the beginning of their emancipation and modernization in
the much wider process of change and implicitly for the modernization of human society in
general and of Romanian society in particular.

The analysis undertaken reconstructed the place and status of women in evolution,
throughout the 20" Century and the beginning of the 21% Century taking into account a
number of variables such as the general historical context, which is of utmost importance.
Starting with the analysis of press articles and women's magazines (Jurnalul Femeii, Tribuna
femeii, Gazeta femeii, Sateanca sau Femeia) which were an exceptional source for capturing
the mentality of the time, the way men and women related to the various everyday events, the
ideas of which are found, as is natural, also in the works written in different historical

periods®, we tried to emphasize that society does not stay still, it is constantly changing and

feminismului romdnesc. Antologie de texte, (1838 - 1929), Editura Polirom, lasi, 2002; Idem, Din istoria
Sfeminismului romdnesc. Studiu si antologie de texte (1929 - 1948), Editura Polirom, Iasi, 2006;

? Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei (A.N.R.), Fond Familia Cantacuzino si Fond Maissner; Serviciul Judetean al
Arhivelor Nationale Constanta (S.J.A.N. Constanta), Fond Primaria Constanta (1878 - 1950);

* Ghizela Cosma, Femeile si politica in Romdnia: evolutia dreptului de vot in perioada interbelicd, Presa
Universitara Clujeana, Cluj — Napoca, 2002; Ghizela Cosma, Virgiliu Tarau, Conditia femeii in secolul XX, Cluj
— Napoca, Editura Presa universitara Clujeand, 2003; Ton Mamina, Monarhia Constitutionald in Romdnia.
Enciclopedie politica. 1866 — 1938, Editura Enciclopedica, Bucuresti, 2000; Paraschiva Cancea, Miscarea
pentru emanciparea femeii in Romdnia: 1848 — 1948, Editura politica, Bucuresti, 1976; Eleonor Focseneanu,
Istoria Constitutionald a Romaniei (1859-2003), Editura Eikon, Bucuresti, 2018.

> Maria C. Butureanu, Femeia. Studiu Social, Editura Librariei SOCEC&Comp, Bucuresti, 1921; C. Cosco, Cand
era bunica fata, Editura Ziarului ,,Univers”, Bucuresti, 1942; Paraschiva Cancea, op. cit.; Gheorghe Zaharia,
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the needs of women are also changing constantly needing appropriate strategies to eliminate
what we now call various forms of discrimination. Therefore, the measures taken in certain
situations did not always have the expected or stated result. For example, in the communist
regime, the full emancipation of women and the eradication of gender differences were
strongly advocated, but in reality, only the differences were strengthened due to the way in
which the concept of equality was understood and applied equalization and not equity in the
enforcement of the various measures.

Compared to the post-communist period, we looked at how to improve the status of
women through policies imposed by the state and international bodies and how to promote
equal opportunities for women and men in the perspective of integration and, subsequently,
following the integration in the European Union.

In order to reconstruct and capture the evolution of the entire status of women in
Romania, it was necessary to use both the source of archives and the analysis of statistical
directories that provide the data necessary for a quantitative and qualitative analysis of the
level of civilization reached by Romania, during the period we were dealing with. We also
took into account the General Census of the Romanian Population in 1930° in order to
compare the number of women in urban/rural areas or women in industry/trade, women in
agriculture highlighting how, although with different concerns in everyday life, the struggle to
find balance is in fact similar to all women.

An important source of research was also the daily notes and memoirs’ of various
personalities of the time, even if this source, like the press, must be critically analyzed, it
represents the perspective of the writer and not necessarily the reality of the time. For this

reason we sought to have this information permanently corroborated with official documents.

Conditia juridica a femeii in dreptul international, Editura Junimea, lasi, 1980, Nicolac Bébalau, Femei in
constelatia muncii, Editura Scrisul Roméanesc, Craiova, 1980.

8 Recensamantul general al Romdniei din 29 decembrie 1930, Bucuresti, 1938 — 1940; Enciclopedia Romaniei,
vol. I, Imprimeria Nationald, Bucuresti, 1938; Ion Alexandrescu, Recensamintele Romdniei. Mica Enciclopedie,
Editura Meronia, Bucuresti, 2007.

7 Maria, Regina Romaniei, Jurnal de razboi, 1916 — 1917, Editura Humanitas, Bucuresti, 2014; Idem, Jurnal de
razboi, 1917 — 1918, Editura Humanitas, Bucuresti, 2015; Cristescu Sorin (editor), Regina Maria. Insemndri din
ultima parte a vietii (martie 937 — iulie 1938), Bucuresti, Editura Corint, 2018; Elena Lupescu, M-au denumit
Jjidoavca cu parul rosu. Memorii, Editura Tesu, Bucuresti, f.a; Martha Bibescu, Jurnal Politic, ianuarie 1939 —
ianuarie 1941, Editura Politica, Bucuresti, 1979; Jeni, Acterian, Jurnalul unei fete greu de mulfumit, Editura
Humanitas, Bucuresti, 2007; Mihail Sebastian, Jurnal 1935 — 1944, Editura Humanitas, Bucuresti,2018; Alice
Voinescu, Jurnal, Vol. I-1I, Editura Polirom, lasi, 2013; Adriana Georgescu, La inceput a fost sfarsitul.
Dictatura Rosie la Bucuresti, Editura Humanitas, Bucuresti, 2019; Annie Bentoiu, Timpul ce ni s-a dat. Memorii
1944 — 1954, Bucuresti, Editura Humanitas, Bucuresti, 2019; Maria Banus, Insemnarile mele, 1945 — 1999,
Editura Cartea Roméaneasca, Bucuresti, 2014; Ana Blandiana, Fals tratat de manipulare, Editura Humanitas,
Bucuresti, 2013; Doina Jela, Telejurnalul de noapte. Jurnal, Editura Polirom, Iasi, 1997.



Regarding the state of research in this field, although there are various faceted
aspects, in Romanian historiography, studies dedicated to the status of women in general
follow a direction of research that is still underdeveloped. Among those who leaned
particularly on this multifaceted subject and who approached the period before the communist
regime we can mention Alin Ciupald®, Nicoleta Roman’, George Marcu'® but also Costel
Coroban with his study on the mission of Scottish women in Romania during the First World
War'! or Cristina Sircuta'2, with her study on women's lives in interwar Romania. Compared
to the communist regime, although there is an abundant historiography that appeared after the
overthrowal of the regime, the Romanian historiography in the field is still quite deficient.
However we have equally approached both the studies written during the communist period,
such as Conditia juridica a femeii in dreptul interna;ional” or Miscarea pentru emanciparea
femeii in Romdnia: 1848 - 1948'%, as well as the few studies that appered after 1989 such as
Femeile in Romania comunista: studii de istorie sociald”, Statutul femeii in Romdnia
comunistd. Politici publice si viatd privata'®, Conditia femeii in secolul XX: studii de caz'’,
the studies of Lavinia Betea'®, and also the studies that appeared in the last years at Polirom
Publishing House, that has an entire collection dedicated to gender studies, namely Tovardse
de drum. Experienta feminind in comunism'®, Gen si reprezentare in Romdnia comunisti’’,

I . A . 21 Y] . “ A . . . 22
Politica si societate in epoca comunista”" sau Stat §i viata privatd in regimurile comuniste™.

$Alin Ciupala, Batalia lor. Femeile din Romdnia in Primul Razboi Mondial, Editura Polirom, Iasi, 2017; Idem,
Femeia in societatea romdneasca in sec. al XIX-lea: intre public si privat, Editura Meridiane, Bucuresti, 2003;
Idem (ed), Despre femei si istoria lor in Romdnia, Editura Universitatii din Bucuresti, Bucuresti, 2004.

% Nicoleta Roman, ,,Dezndddjduita muiere n-au fost ca mine”. Femei, onoare §i pacat in Valahia secolului al
XIX-lea, Editura Humanitas, Bucuresti, 2016.

10George Marcu, Ilinca Rodica, Enciclopedia personalitdtilor feminine din Romdnia, Editura Meronia,
Bucuresti, 2012; George Marcu, Femei de seama in Romania. De ieri §i de azi, Editura Meronia, Bucuresti,
2017, Idem, Personalitati feminine contemporane, Editura Meronia, Bucuresti, 2013.

! Costel Coroban, Potdrnichile gri. Spitalele Femeilor Scotiene din Romdnia: 1916 — 1917, Targoviste, Editura
Cetatea de Scaun, 2012.

12 Cristina Sircuta, Viata femeilor in Romania interbelica, Bucuresti, Editura Oscar Print, 2016.

'3 Gheorghe Zaharia, op.cit.

' Praschiva Cancea, op.cit.

15 Cristiana Liana Olteanu, Elena — Simona Gheonea, Valentin Gheonea, Femeile in Romdnia comunista. Studii
de istorie sociala, Editura Politeia - SNSPA, Bucuresti, 2003.

' Alina Hurubean, Statutul femeii in Romdnia comunistd. Politici publice si viatd privatd, Institutul European,
lasi, 2015.

"7 Ghizela Cosma, Virgiliu Tarau, op. cit.

'8 Lavinia Betea, Tovardsa. Biografia Elenei Ceaugsescu, Editura Corint, Bucuresti, 2021; Idem, Ultimul an din
viata Elenei Ceausescu. Agenda Tovarasei in 1989, Editura Corint, Bucuresti, 2018; Idem, Am facut jilava in
pantofi de vara. Convorbiri cu loana Berindei, Editura Cetatea de Scaun, Targoviste, 2015;

1 Radu Pavel Gheo, Dan Lungu, Tovardse de drum. Experienta feminind in comunism, Editura Polirom, Tasi,
2008.

L uciana M. Jinga, Gen si reprezentare in Romania comunista: Femeile in cadrul Partidului Comunist Romadn
1944-1989, Editura Polirom, Iasi, 2015.

2! Florin S. Soare (coord.), Politicd si societate in epoca Ceausescu, Editura Polirom, lasi, 2013.



Authors such as Gail Kligman®™, Corina Dobos** or Luciana M. Jinga®, dealt with the
regime's emancipation and pronatalist policies. The emancipation of women through work
and motherhood was in fact the feminist conception of the time, equality being one of the
promises of communism.

In our research a great help were also the clarifications brought in recent years by
gender studies, it is worth mentioning in this regard well-known names such as Mihaela
Miroiu?®, Maria Bucur?’, Laura Griinberg®®, Stefania Mihiilescu®, Liliana Popescu®’, or Oana
Biluti’' as well as a series of studies such as: Women and Men in East European
Transition™, Politicile de gen in perioada postsocialisti>, Ultima inegalitate. Relatiile de gen
din Romania®*, Evolutii politice ale maternitatii>>. We would like to point out that although
the approach on feminism has been global, we have tried to highlight the fact that feminism as
a movement or movement for women's rights can be approached not only in the typical style
of gender studies, as it is generally presented, but also from a historical perspective, as an

integral part of women history.

22 Cosmin Budeanca, Florentin Olteanu (coord.), Stat si viata privata in regimurile comuniste, Editura Polirom,
lasi, 2009.

» Gail Kligman, Politica duplicitafii: controlul reproducerii in Romdnia lui Ceausescu, Editura Humanitas,
Bucuresti, 2000.

*Corina Dobos (coord.), Politica pronatalistd a regimului Ceausescu. O perspectivi comparativd, Editura
Polirom, Iasi, 2010.

* Luciana M Jinga, Florin S. Soare (coord.), Politica pronatalisti a regimului Ceausescu. Institutii si practici,
Editura Polirom, Iasi, 2011.

% Mihaela Miroiu, Drumul catre autonomie. Teorii politice feministe, Editura Polirom, Iasi, 2004; Idem,
Convenio. Despre naturd, femei, morald, Editura Alternative, Bucuresti, 1996; Idem, Nepretuitele femei, lasi,
Editura Polirom, 2006; Idem, Controverse feministe. Un dialog filosofic, Editura Tact, Bucuresti, 2012; Idem,
Gandul umbrei. Abordari feministe in filosofia contemporand, Editura Alternative, Bucuresti 1995; Idem,
Dincolo de ingeri si draci. Etica in politica romdneascd, Editura Polirom, Iasi, 2013; Idem, Cu mintea mea de
femeie, Editura Paralela 45, Bucuresti, 2017; Mihaela Miroiu, Andreea Molocea, loana Vlad, Cristian lonut
Branea, Miscari feministe si ecologiste in Romdnia (1990-2014), Polirom, lasi, 2015;

*" Maria Bucur, An archipelago of Stories: Gender History in Eastern Europe, in ,,American Historical Review”,
vol. 113 Issue, decembrie 2008, p. 1375; Maria Bucur, Mihaela Miroiu, Nasterea cetdteniei democratice.
Femeile si puterea in Romdnia moderna, Editura Humanitas, Bucuresti, 2019

% Laura Griinberg (coord.), Cartea neagra a egalitatii de sanse intre femei si barbati in Romania, Editura AnA,
Bucuresti, 2006; Idem, And — istoria traita a unui ONG de femei, Editura Polirom, lasi, 2008; Idem, Revolutii in
sociologia feministd. Repere teoretice, contexte romdnesti, Editura Polirom, Iasi, 2002.

%% Stefania Mihailescu, loc. cit.

% Liliana Popescu, Politica sexelor, Editura Maiko, Bucuresti 2004.

31 Oana Baluta, Gen si putere. Puterea leului in politica romdneasca, Editura Polirom, lasi, 2004; Idem,
Feminism modern reflexiv, Editura Tritonic, Bucuresti, 2013; Oana Balutd, Alina Dragolea, Alice Iancu,
Parteneri egali. Competitori egali, Editura Maiko, Bucuresti, 2007; Idem, Gen §i interese politice. Teorii §i
practici, Editura Polirom, Iasi, 2008.

32 Margit Feischmidt, Eniko Magyari — Vincze, Violetta Zontai, Women and Men in East European Transition,
Editura Fundatiei pentru studii Europene, Cluj — Napoca, 1997.

%3 Susan Gal, Gail Kligman, Politicile de gen in perioada postsocialistd. Un eseu comparativ, Editura Polirom,
Tasi, 2003.

* Vladimir Pasti, Ultima inegalitate. Relatiile de gen in Romdnia, Editura Polirom, lasi, 2003.

3% Ramona Paunescu, Evolutii politice ale maternitatii. Perspective feministe, Editura Polirom, lasi, 2012.



In order to make a presentation of the feminist movement from 1916 until now, we
have always referred to the Romanian legislature and Constitutions (1923, 1938, 1948, 1952,
1965 and 1991) for this, it was of great use for us, amog others The General Code of Romania
developed by Constantin Hamangiu. We followed the evolution of the right to vote for
women and the actions of the feminist movement. In this regard, of real use were the works of
Ghizela Cosma®® or the work coordinated by Cristina Liliana Olteanu, Femeile in Romdnia
Comunistd .

It is no coincidence that we have divided these examples into gender and historical
approaches because we have tried to emphasize that women's history is not synonymous with
feminist history. However talking about femininity and women's history without integrating
feminism and its implications is like trying to make a history of Christianity without
addressing the issues and implications of the Great Schism of 1054.

On the other hand, in order to be able to talk about the status of women in society, we
must also take into account the legal norms that limit or widen the space in which women can
assert themselves in a certain period of time. Among the few studies with legal content on
women's rights we can mention those of Cristina Pop®, Marie-Beatrice Berna®” or Anca Elena
Bélé@oiu“o as well as the studies published by Liga pentru Apararea Drepturilor Omului
(L.A.D.0.)", but this is just a timid start. There is still a need for an overall work on the legal
status of women over time, without which we cannot have a clear vision of the status of
women in society. For the post-communist period, we started with an analysis of the
legislation on equal opportunities between men and women and non-discrimination as a
fundamental principle of European law and its transposition into Romanian law following
Romania's accession to the European Union. In this approach, important bibliographic sources

were the works of Professor Nicolae Voiculescu®” and also Lucrdtorul in dreptul european®,

3¢ Ghizela Cosma, op. cit.; Cosma Ghizela, Virgiliu Tardu, op. cit.

37 Cristiana Liana Olteanu, Elena — Simona Gheonea, Valentin Gheonea, op.cit.

¥ Cristina Pop, Divortul si succesiunile. Instrumente juridice de emancipare a femeii in societatea romand,
Universul Juridic, Bucuresti, 2018.

** Maria-Beatrice Berna, Drepturile femeii in dreptul international. Continut juridic si influente culturale,
Editura Univers Juridic, Bucuresti, 2020.

“Anca - Elena Bilasoiu, Drepturile femeilor in justifia internationald: aspecte teoretice si de practica judiciard,
Editura Pro Universitaria, Bucuresti, 2018; Idem, Criminalitate si victimologie feminina, Editura Pro
Universitaria, Bucuresti, 2017.

! Drepturile femeilor la sfarsitul mileniului II, Liga Apararii Drepturilor Omului — L.A.D.O., Bucuresti, 1998;
Drepturile femeii. Culegere de documente internationale si acte de drept intern, Liga Apararii Drepturilor
Omului — L.A.D.O., Bucuresti, 1997.

*2 Nicolae Voiculescu, Protectia internationald a drepturilor omului, Editura Hamangiu, Bucuresti, 2017; Idem,
Dreptul social european, Editura Universul Juridic, Bucuresti, 2014. Idem, Drept Comunitar al muncii, Editura
Wolters Kluwer, Bucuresti, 2009; Nicolae Voiculescu, Vasile Neagu, Protectia drepturilor lucrdtorilor in
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Dreptul Uniunii Europene®®, Tratatul de drept european al drepturilor omului® or Uniunea
Europeand: ghid practic de specialitate™.

Regarding the structure of the thesis, it was divided into three chapters delimited
chronologically as follows: 1916-1947, 1948—1989, 1989—present.

The first chapter, entitled The condition of women in Romania: war, traditionalism
and emancipation. Constitutional and legislative rights of women between 1916 and 1947, it
analyses in a natural way, starting from the general (Europe of that period) to reach the special
(Romanian space), the way in which the woman, although traditionally linked to the limiting
private space, manages with determination and intelligence to break the barriers of this space.
Even if for the time being politics is denied to her, the woman finds the necessary means to
assert herself beyond the domestic space, the First World War providing her with the
necessary framework for this assertion. The feminine perspective on war is highlighted by the
emphasis on the position of women towards war. Women on the front and especially behind it
showed that in fact there are no great differences between the actions of women’s elite and
those of ordinary women or women from villages (peasant women, in fact the vast majority of
the female population at that time) each of the two camps contributing to the war effort
according to their own strengths. Many of those who were directly or indirectly involved in
the Great War and who wrote or did not write their memoirs in texts/journals left to posterity,
attesting to the role and involvement of women in the war, would request, in the immediate
future, the public recognition of their efforts, considering it more than justified to obtain
social and political rights, even if their demands were often left unanswered.

Following the investigation of the legislative framework, which is limited to women in
the early 20" Century, we highlighted that fundamental changes in their status do not
necessarily occur by law, as we would be inclined to believe, but with the change in
mentality. on the one hand due to the influence of the western way of life to which the woman
at the top of the social pyramid first had access, but also as a result of the general
development of the society that can impose new human models in which women are no longer

reserved only domestic or private space.

dreptul international si european, Editura Universitara, Bucuresti, 2016; Nicolea Voiculesc, Maria Beatrice-
Berna, Tratat de drept social international si european, Editura Universul Juridic, 2019.

# Adrian Claudiu Popoviciu, Lucratorul in dreptul european, Editura C.H.Beck, Bucuresti, 2014.

“ Paul Craig, Grainne de Burca, Dreptul Uniunii Europene. Comentarii, jurisprudenta si doctrina, Editura
Hamangiu, Bucuresti, 2017.

# Jean — Francois Renucci Tratatul de drept european al drepturilor omului, Editura Hamangiu, Bucuresti,
2009.

% Dan Vataman, Uniunea Eurpeand: ghid practic de specialitate, Editura Pro Universitaria, Bucuresti, 2015.



In order to have access to public life but also to impose in the legislation equal rights
with men, the feminist movement in interwar Romania had a major role. The last part of this
first chapter was dedicated to the fight for women's rights. In our country, the interwar
feminist movement was the prerogative of the female intellectual elite, a fact that is generally
valid for Western countries as well. Romanian interwar feminism was convergent with the
western one, having doctrinal similarities regarding equal rights with men, first of all from a
political and legal point of view. Although, unlike the western states, Romanian women do
not obtain the unlimited voting right under the same conditions as men, the interwar period
has a special importance for the life of women in Romania. Starting with The Constitution of
1923 we are talking about equality in civil rights regardless of gender and The Constitution of
1938 of King Carol Il and The Electoral Law 1939 gave women the right to vote for
Parliament and to be eligible in the Senate, but under the conditions of the absolute monarchy
access to these political rights was virtually restricted.

During the second chapter we highlighted how the transition was made from the
woman who managed to overcome the limits of the private, having rights and some political
options, to the woman with full legislative rights but subject to party, state, family control. We
also highlighted, how the feminist mentality evolved in this context. Entitled The Status of
Women in the Communist Regime (1948-1989). The principle of equal opportunities between
men and women, constitutions and legislation, in this chapter we first addressed the issue of
women's status as reflected in the legislation of communist Romania, on the one hand by
reference to the four constitutions of the regime (Constitutions of 1948, 1952, 1965 and
1986), and on the other hand the status of women in relation to party documents and written
historiography both during the period and after 1989. We have highlighted the way in which
the communist-era constitutions proclaimed the rights and freedoms regardless of sex, but
also the way in which, in the context of the totalitarian regime, most of these rights were
violated. For example, in the absence of genuine pluralism/multipartyism, electoral processes
have turned into formalities aimed at consecrating both the regime and the leader.

Civil and political equality, regardless of sex, which was the main goal of the interwar
feminist movement, will be definitively listed in the legislation of the communist era, The
Constitution of 1948 being the first Romanian constitution in which women had, from a legal
point of view, equal rights with men in all the fields of state, economic, social, cultural,
political and private law life” (art. 21). From a normative point of view, the principle of equal
opportunities was fully affirmed, but equal opportunities actually meant equalization which

did not seek fair treatment and an increase in the quality of life of women, but perhaps only
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equality in the economic sector, where the use women as a labor force proved absolutely
necessary for the fulfillment of Romania's grandiose industrialization project.

In making this chapter, we also analyzed the speeches of the members of the
Communist Party?’, press articles (Ziarul Scdnteia) and articles from women’s magazines
from that period (Drumul femeii, Sateanca, Femeia), an important means of propaganda of
the socialist era. Starting from the analysis of press articles, their ideas can be found, as is
natural, in the studies written at the time, such as those of Ecaterina Oproiu48, Carol Roman®
or Nicolae Bibaldu®®. We have tried to emphasize that although the communist state has
steadfastly supported the full emancipation of women and the eradication of gender
differences, it has only succeeded in consolidating these differences. In a deeply traditionalist
society, through communist emancipation policies, women were given a double day's work.
Roles within the family have been preserved and employment has become the solution to
emancipation and the opportunity to demonstrate equality with men.

With the establishment of the communist regime, due to intolerance of other
ideologies and policies, neither the feminist movement nor research in this regard developed.
With the takeover of power by the communists and the entry into the sphere of Soviet
influence, the feminist movement in Romania was forced to break all ties with the Western
movement, as local feminism could no longer integrate Western cultural values from the 60s
of the 20" Century. The feminist conception of the time was related to the emancipation of
women through work and motherhood with the stated purpose of challenging its position of
inferiority, not only from a legal point of view, but also from a social and cultural one. This
propaganda message used by communists was addressed in our research.

There were, of course, positive elements of the communist regime. Thus, the
communist state proposed a modernization project that came with important changes in the
situation of women in a first stage, making it possible for them to attend school by
participating in the newly introduced system of mass education. Then, through integration in
the work field, women benefited from full employment rights. However, throughout the

communist period, although from a normative point of view women's rights were asserted,

7 Nicolae Ceausescu, Romdnia pe drumul desavérsirii constructiei socialiste: rapoarte, cuvéntari, articole,
aparutd la Editura Politica din Bucuretti incepand cu 1965 (vol. I) si redenumitd din 1970 Romdnia pe drumul
constructiei societatii socialiste multilateral dezvoltate; Hotararea Plenarei CC al PCR din 18-19 iunie 1973 cu
privire la cresterea rolului femeii in viata economicd, politica, sociald,; Ceausescu Nicolae, Cresterea rolului
femeii in viata economica §i social — politica a Romdniei socialiste.

* BEcaterina Oproiu, 3X8 plus infinitul. Dialoguri despre conditia femeii, Editura Eminescu, Bucuresti, 1975.

¥ Carol Roman, Femeile si tineretul. Doud categorii sociale discriminate in Occident, Editura Politica,
Bucuresti, 1986; Carol Roman, Vasile Tincu, /01 interviuri cu femei, Editura Politica, Bucuresti, 1978.

% Nicolae Babaliu, op. cit.
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without considering this aspect unimportant, its status has not changed much and the whole
way in which the issue of women was approached has only strengthened the customs of a
patriarchal — traditionalist society like the Romanian one.

We continue our research on the analysis of the social and legal status of women with
the third chapter, and the last of the thesis, in which we approach the period of post-
communist Romania. Entitled The Status of Women in Romania following the change from
the totalitarian regime to the democratic one. Romania's accession to the European Union
and the adaptation of Romanian legislation to the acquis communautaire, in this chapter we
have identified and analyzed the problems facing the post-communist Romanian society
regarding women's rights. We proposed a study of post-communist society from the
perspective of women's status and an analysis of the legislation starting with the legalization
of abortion on December 26, 1989 showing the immediate and long-term consequences of this
legalization (decreases the birth rate, increases the number of abandoned children). We then
looked at how the status of women was improved through policies imposed by the state and
international bodies and how equal opportunities for women and men were promoted after
1989.

With Romania's accession to the European Union, we continued with the analysis of
the principle of equal opportunities between men and women and of non-discrimination as a
fundamental principle of European law. We also highlighted the way in which this principle
has been transposed into Romanian legislation. Starting with the 90s we are talking again
about feminism, which however returns especially in the area of scientific research, post-
communist Romanian feminism developing more as an academic, intellectual movement,
little noticeable at the social level.

In this last chapter, as in the previous ones, we took into account the general censuses
of Romania from the period that was analyzed®' and The Statistical Yearbooks of Romania™
in order to be able to relate to the active female population in the labor market, by
occupational area or the unemployment rate among the female population. Also useful were

54

studies such as those of Valentina Marinescu™ and also Barometrele de gen’ or Studiul

> Recensamintele Romaniei in varianta on line: http://colectaredate.insse.ro/phc/public.do?siteLang=ro, accesat
pe 17.08.2018.

Anuarele  statistice ale  Romaniei, http://www.insse.ro/cms/ro/content/arhiva-anuare-statistice,
http://www.insse.ro/cms/files/publicatii/pliante%?20statistice/ Anuarul demografic-PROMO.pdf, accesat pe 17.
08.2018.

>3 Valentina Marinescu, Valentina Pricopie, Accesul femeilor pe piata muncii, Studiu realizat pe marginea
problemelor identificate in cadrul cercetarii calitative “Probleme legate de accesul femeilor pe piata muncii”
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privind segregarea de gen pe piata muncii>>. On the basis of the data obtained, we highlighted
the fact that the wave of changes in economic, social and political level after 1989 came with
a series of amendments to the status of women (reported to the level of education, work or
their role in the family), however, on the other hand, we noticed that, as gender studies show,
the Romanian society is still a patriarchal one in which the woman has to permanently assume
more and more roles without being able to detach herself from the traditional ones, such as
that of a housewife.

After 1989, in what was called the process of renewing and reviewing the legislative
framework, the legislator took into account international standards, the principles of non-
discrimination on the basis of sex and equal opportunities between the two sexes being
incorporated into the legislation. In terms of integration into the European Union, alignment
with European values began. Consequently, after 2000, the first national bodies concerned
about the situation of women were created and aimed to fulfill the equal opportunities for
women and men, a principle recognized by the Constitution, adopted in 2003, which treats the
woman as an equal citizen to the man. Therefore Consiliul National pentru Prevenirea si
Combaterea tuturor Formelor de Discriminare (2002) and Agentia Nationala pentru
Egalitate de Sanse pentru Femei si Barbati (2003) are organised. A series of normative acts
are adopted, such as: Legea concediului parental din 1999, Ordonanta 137 din 2000 cu
privire la prevenirea si combaterea tuturor formelor de discriminare, Legea 202 din 2002
privind egalitatea de sanse intre femei si barbati sau Legea 2017 din 2003 pentru prevenirea
si combaterea violentei in familie. This laws are the result of Romania’s accession process to
the European Union, considered at the time a women emancipation source. However, a large
part of these new legislative regulations came in a typical way for the Romanian society,
which followed once again the "form without substance", accepting the imposition of equal
opportunities as part of the future integrating in the Union European, as a mandatory
condition to be fulfilled.

Currently, the international provisions on non-discrimination and equal opportunities
are part of the internal regulatory framework, but statistics still show that the application of

this legislation sometimes remains deficient, both in terms of content and in terms of its

februarie — aprilie 2003, Editor.ro, 2003; Valentina Marinescu, Muncile casnice in satul romdnesc actual,

Editura Polirom, Iasi, 2003.
54

http://egalitatedegen.md/lansarea-studiului-barometrul-de-gen/, accesat pe 20.08.2018;
http://eige.europa.eu/gender-mainstreaming/resources/romania/barometrul-de-gen-romania, accesat pe
20.08.2018.

>> Maria Andronie, Florin Fainis, Studiu privind segregarea de gen pe piata muncii, Editura Fundatiei ,,Roménia
de maine”, Bucuresti, 2012.
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inconsistent use. In this regard, we appreciated that the main barriers are those of a cultural
nature, which also includes education. Perhaps the lack of a certain level of education to allow
the takeover and integration of certain cultural values makes Romania still rank, after 30 years
of democracy, among the last 5 member states of the European Union in terms of gender
equality index®.

Today, although at first sight we tend to appreciate that equal opportunities represent
the normality of our days, if we look a little at the statistics®’ we notice that Romania has an
index of 54.4 out of 100, this score being 13.5 points below the European one.”® Although in
Romania there is an equal opportunities agency, many women's NGOs, there are women's
organizations of the main political parties, we have book collections on gender studies
(Polirom Publishing House), we have master's programs in this field (at the University of
Bucharest but also in Cluj or Timisoara) “a lot does not mean good and good does not
necessarily mean enough.”” Even if Romania has aligned itself with European standards by
implementing the acquis communautaire, the principle of equal opportunities is not fully
respected, there is still an outdated mentality about women and their rights, a mentality that
should change, which is impossible to achieve without constant education in the application
of women's rights as an inalienable part of human rights. It is undeniable the fact that
education has a major impact on social change and that investing in education can
significantly increase the quality of life for both women and men. In addition, it is education
that can lead to the removal of stereotypes about the roles of each sex.

The last chapter of the study finally includes a subchapter, entitled “The status and
issues of women's rights in Romania today”, which highlights some of the current issues of
Romanian society, such as human trafficking, domestic violence, education and poverty, of
contemporary society in general and which affects the status of women in Romania in
particular.

We appreciate that the role of women in today's Romanian society is largely a
traditional one, but it includes new tasks, specific to the Century in which we live. Despite the
legal norms that give equality regardless of gender but also the verbal statements, at the level

of individual consciences, the prejudices that give women a secondary role, continue to exist.

36 Indicele egalitatii de gen 2019: Romania, printre ultimele 5 state,
https://ec.europa.eu/romania/news/20191015_indice egalitate gen romania ultimele 5 state membre ro,
accesat pe 10.10.2019.

°7 Gender Equality Index, http://eige.europa.eu/gender-equality-index, accesat pe 04.04.2018/2020

¥ Ibidem.

% Laura Griinberg (coord.), op. cit., p. 7.
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In the research undertaken, we did not intend to exhaust the topic, but only to present a
perspective on a subject that is still open and inexhaustible, in fact, as it is. We would like to
mention that the approach to the issue of women's status and the fight for women's rights was
a global one, with a permanent reference to the legal status. Through all this, we have tried to
show that the whole issue of women's rights can be approached not only in the typical style of
gender studies, as it is generally approached, but also from a historical perspective, as an
integral part of women's history.

Following the extensive bibliographic material, we can say that the struggle for
various rights and freedoms, whether individual or collective, has been a constant of human
society throughout its evolution. The mere passage of time has also meant evolution, because
we and society are constantly changing, and the realities and needs of women are also
constantly changing, this perpetual change also assuming characteristics specific to each
historical stage.

Finally, we emphasize that the two words male and female should not be analyzed and
understood only biologically, including the sex of the individual. Spiritually the human is a
combination of male and female principles. Then, on a mystical level, the spirit is considered
male and the soul female, and for the human to exist, both body and soul are needed.
Likewise, for a society to exist, women and men are needed equally and not in a state of
subordination or domination, and not trying to make women become men or men become
women because it is precisely the differences between femininity and masculinity that merge
into a perfect whole, the human species!

Even though the fight for equality is waged every day, we appreciate that it would be
necessary for both men and women to simply accept that they are two different but
complementary genders and that their separation is natural. Otherwise, while running in
search of the natural rights of diversity and absolute equality, not having the security of
achieving these ideals, will we not end up moving away from what is the essence of the world

and humanity — and that is LOVE !?
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