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In over a hundred years — that have passed since the first church organization of the
Orthodox Romanians in the United States and Canada —, there have been many significant
events. | started this thesis accompanied by the concern not to commit injustices in terms of
the assessment of those that exist and of those that do not exist anymore, as well as by the
prudent precaution towards those that can no longer defend themselves.

In this paper, the intention was not to reconstitute a number of facts but to present the
way in which ideologies have been delineated and transposed into concrete actions.

America is seen as the New World or the Country of the World because people from all over
the world (or, above all, the descendants of these people from all over the world) live here.
Mostly, the American nation was formed by emigrants.

The emigration from Europe to America began in the middle of the nineteenth century,
with those who left Western and Northern Europe; then, it continued with the Eastern and
Central part of the continent, namely: Austro-Hungarians, Greeks, Italians, Poles,
Romanians, Serbs, Russians, Turks. If in the nineteenth century, there were few emigrants
leaving Europe, in the first decade of the twentieth century (especially between 1905 and
1907), their number grew considerably.

The first Romanians who immigrated to America were predominantly from the
Romanian provinces belonging to the Austro-Hungarian Empire: Transylvania, Banat and
Bucovina. Afterwards, Romanians from all the regions of the country went to America.

In the beginning, the Romanian emigrants faced a series of problems related primarily
to the adaptation to a new reality, to another climate, to a new language. However, soon they
understood that they had to accept the ways of their adoptive country, while preserving the
essential features that defined them and gave them a unique identity: their ancestors’ faith,
traditions and customs. Being accustomed to a balanced religious life, they were not satisfied
with the religious services offered by the Greek or Russian churches. Thus, very soon, the
first Orthodox parishes were founded; initially, Romanians built modest churches, and
afterwards their number increased.

The establishment of the Romanian Orthodox Autonomous Missionary Episcopate in
America, in 1929, brought the Orthodox Romanians in the United States and Canada on a
spiritually steady path. As the number of parishes grew, the Episcopate was raised to the rank
of Archdiocese, and in 2016, it became a Metropolia, i.e. the Romanian Orthodox Metropolia

of the Americas.



There are more than 250 religious denominations in America, because those who settled
here wanted to preserve the faith from their country of origin. There is no State Church,
National Church, or Ancestral Church. The freedom of cults is total, and everyone has the
right to worship, according to their own conscience, under the first amendment of the US
Constitution, which stipulates that no law shall impose a religion or prohibit the free practice
of a religion. The US Government treats all religious cults equally and does not grant
financial support to any of them.

Living in Toronto since 1986, I have been actively involved in the Romanian
community life, first as a layman, and now as a priest. The priesthood position gave me the
privilege to write about the Romanian church life in America and Canada, a reality that I
have been experiencing directly in the last 32 years. I undertook the elaboration of this PhD
thesis under the exhortation of the respect and gratitude for those who made possible the
existence and continuity of the Orthodox spiritual life in the United States and Canada.

By this research topic, i.e. The Romanian Orthodox Church Life in the Romanian
Orthodox Metropolia of the Americas from the beginning of the 20th century to the present, |
tried to present the following elements that stretch over a long time span: data on the
Romanians’ emigration to America; organizing the church life and raising religious
buildings; aspects of the life and activity of the hierarchs and priests from this eparchy; ways
to preserve and promote the Romanian language, culture and spirituality in the United States
and Canada; attempts to restore the canonical ties between the two Romanian Orthodox
eparchies.

Starting from the observation that in historiography there is no synthesis of the
historical and missionary aspects of the ecclesial life across the ocean from the beginning of
the twentieth century to the present, 1 intended to capture these elements in this scientific
work, in an arguable, coherent and effective way.

The difficulty of this topic is represented by the search, selection and systematization of
the information found in the Romanian, American and Canadian archives, in numerous
volumes and monographs, in articles and studies published in various periodicals.

The objectives of the chosen topic are reflected in the following steps: presenting the
aspects related to the Romanians’ emigration to America; reconstructing the historical and
missionary path of the Romanian Orthodox Metropolia of the Americas; documentary
narrative of the life and activity of the hierarchs of the Romanian Orthodox Eparchy of the
Americas; highlighting the role of the clergy and laity, of the cultural institutions and the

media in preserving the Romanian language, culture and spirituality; identifying the steps



taken in order to restore the Eucharistic communion and bringing together all the Romanian
Orthodox people from the United States and Canada in a single ecclesial entity; deepening
the topic in all its complexity and discovering new information based on the research of
archive funds.

The research methods are based on the general principles that any historical work must
observe. Therefore, in order to achieve the objectives, the historical method was used
because I resorted to the territorial, chronological and systematic approach of the events. In
addition, using the documentation and bibliographic research method, the facts and the
events were presented impartially, relying solely on the documents and testimonies of the
time. Moreover, by using the case study method, the focus fell on detailed events, roles,
relationships and people.

The originality of this topic is represented by the fact that there is no work that merges
and synthesizes the data and the information about the Romanian Orthodox church life in the
two Americas over such a long period, i.e. from the creation of the first parish to the present.
The interest in this topic resulted from the desire to provide a comprehensive and accurate
picture, as far as possible, of the evolution of the church life in America and Canada, and to
answer questions such as: What was the political, historical and economic context that
determined the Romanians’ emigration to America and Canada? How did the first Orthodox
communities form? Under what conditions did the Orthodox Romanians establish the first
parishes? How did the priests contribute to the development of this eparchy? How was
established the first Romanian Orthodox Episcopate in America? Who were and are the
hierarchs of the Romanian Orthodox Eparchy of America and what missionary, social and
cultural activities have contributed to preserving the Orthodox faith and ethnic identity? To
what extent did the clergy and the laity contribute to the spiritual and cultural evolution of the
Church? What steps have been taken in order to unify the two Romanian Orthodox
jurisdictions in America? How did the Orthodox Romanians in South America organize their
church life? What is the current situation of the Romanian Orthodox Metropolia in the two
Americas? What actions are being undertaken in order to preserve the permanent
relationships between the Romanian Orthodox Metropolia of the Americas and the Mother
Church?

In order to answer these questions, the paper was structured into five chapters and
several subchapters, general conclusions, bibliography and annexes.

The research aims at presenting the important aspects that characterize the evolution of

the Romanian Orthodox Church life in the United States and Canada.



In order to understand the circumstances that led to the emergence and development of
the first religious manifestations in America, I considered it necessary to start this scientific
approach with important aspects regarding the Romanians’ emigration to America in the
second half of the nineteenth century and the beginning of the twentieth century, i.e.
identifying the first Romanians who arrived in America; presenting statistical data on the
number of emigrants; identifying the causes and consequences of migration; the emigrants’
adaptation and integration into the American society; establishing borts and fraternal-
cultural organizations.

The second chapter, i.e. The Romanian Orthodox Church Organization in America
and Canada, is a brief presentation of the early Orthodox Romanian church life from across
the ocean.

The Romanians left their native places taking what they had active and lasting, i.e.
their faith. Even if their purpose was to earn a better living through hard work, they soon
realized that they could not live without their religion, with all its rituals. Therefore, being
particularly concerned about preserving their religious identity, the Orthodox Romanians
soon built their worship places and took steps to the ecclesial authorities in the country in
order to send priests to the United States and Canada. The Metropolitan Church of Sibiu
was preoccupied with sending priests to America, and the Metropolitan Church of Moldova
sent priests to Canada.

The construction of the first Romanian Orthodox church, dedicated to Saint Mary,
began in 1901 in Canada, in the Boian region, Alberta; it was sanctified in 1905. Between
1902 and 1903, the first Romanian Orthodox parish was built in Regina, Saskatchewan
Province, Canada, dedicated to Saint Nicholas, where the first priest, i.e. Archimandrite
Evghenie Ungureanu, was sent by Metropolitan Partenie Clinceni of Moldova.

In 1904, in Cleveland, Ohio, the first Romanian Orthodox parish in America, i.e. Saint
Mary, was founded. The first parish priest, i.e. Moise Balea, who had been sent here by the
Metropolitan of Ardeal, loan Metianu, was given a unique status in 1905 due to the way he
had got involved in the spiritual and social life of the community, acting in the name of an
ideal. In Andrei Popovici’s opinion, his name should be "inscribed in golden letters [...] in

recognition of his tireless activity"!.
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In their pioneering mission of ecclesiastical organization in America, the following
priests brought remarkable contributions: Zaharia Oprea, Trandafir Scorobef, Simeon
Mihaltan, Ioan Podea, Ioan Trutia and others.

Priest Ioan Podea actively participated in the church organization in America,
contributing significantly to the restoration of the unity of the parish from Cleveland, to the
organization of the first Romanian deanery; he was appointed as protopope on April 10,
1912.

From the formation of the first parishes to the establishment of the Romanian
Orthodox Episcopate in America, there have been many problems faced by the church life,
such as: lack of unity and organization; the emergence of priests of need without specialized
theological training, ordained by Russian bishops in the United States of America or
Canada, because many parishes remained without priests because of the war; conversion
campaigns supported by Protestants (especially Baptists), entailing the separation of many
Romanians from their ancestral Church; long and difficult steps undertaken to get out of the
canonical jurisdiction of the Metropolitan Church of Sibiu and to organize an Episcopate
under the jurisdiction of the Metropolitan Church of Bucharest; the delay in appointing a
bishop.

The request for the establishment of a Romanian Orthodox Missionary Episcopate in
America was approved at the Detroit ecclesiastical congress, held at the Saint George parish
on April 25-28, 1929.

The Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church, headed by Patriarch Miron
Cristea, decided on January 26, 1935, that Archimandrite Policarp Morusca, the abbot of
the Hodos-Bodrog monastery, would be the bishop of the Orthodox Romanians in America.
The Romanian Orthodox Missionary Episcopate of America was organized and it operated
under its own Statute, approved by the Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church, in
accordance with the Statute for the Organization and Functioning of the Romanian
Orthodox Church.

For the purpose of this research, in order to present a complete picture of the evolution
of the Romanian Orthodox church life in America and Canada, respecting Saint Paul’s
words ("Remember your leaders, who have spoken God’s word to you, Consider the
outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith" (Hebrews 13, 7)), a larger number of
pages is dedicated to Chapter III, i.e. The Hierarchs of the Romanian Orthodox Church in

the United States of America and Canada in the Twentieth Century. This chapter presented



the church personality of three Romanian Orthodox bishops: Policarp Morusca, Andrei
Moldovan and Victorin Ursache.

The three subchapters present both the bio-bibliographic data of the three hierarchs
and important aspects of their work.

Archimandrite Policarp Morusca was appointed bishop of the Orthodox Romanians in
America and Canada on January 26, 1935, by the Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox
Church. During the five years of pastorate, he undertook several actions, including: from the
very beginning, he visited all 47 parishes and branches in the United States and Canada; he
sanctified churches; he preached, urging the Romanians to unite under the same faith; he
determined priests to observe canonical ordinances; he founded the Journal and Almanac
entitled “Solia”; in 1937, he laid the foundations of the Orthodox settlement called “Vatra
Romaneasca” in Grass Lake, Michigan; he supported the founding of Romanian schools and
church choirs; in 1938, he contributed to the establishment of the auxiliary organizations of
the Episcopate, for the Orthodox youth and the Orthodox women.

Since 1939, when Bishop Policarp Morusca was no longer allowed to go to the United
States of America, being detained in Romania by the Communist authorities, and until 1950,
the Romanian Orthodox Eparchy of America and Canada carried out its mission further
without a bishop. The priests were divided into two camps, each under the leadership of the
Episcopate. It was the most difficult and controversial period in the church life of the
Romanian-American Orthodox people.

When the Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church met on July 12, 1950,
Andrei Moldovan was appointed as bishop; this was followed by “tunderea in monahism”
(i.e. a ritual of introduction into monasticism) (November 5, 1950), the ordination as bishop
(November 12, 1950), the appointment by Patriarch Justinian Marina (November 19, 1950).
The appointment of Bishop Andrei Moldovan dissatisfied some of the priests and laypeople
of the eparchy. Therefore, in 1950, the Orthodox Romanians were divided, and two
episcopates were formed: the Orthodox Missionary Episcopate of America and Canada,
based in Detroit, Michigan, which kept the natural canonical connections with the Mother
Church, and the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America (which broke the connections
with the Romanian Patriarchate), based at Vatra Roméaneasca, Jackson Michigan, led by
Bishop Valerian Trifa. Since 1960, the latter has established canonical connections with the
Orthodox Church in America (OCA).

After the separation of the two Eparchies, three years of quarrels and trials followed;

then, in 1953, the Orthodox Missionary Episcopate of America and Canada lost the right to



the titles from “Vatra Romaneasca” and “Solia” Journal. Under these circumstances, Bishop
Andrei Moldovan had the difficult task of uniting the Romanian Orthodox parishes that
remained faithful to the Mother Church. Thus, he bought a new headquarter for the
Episcopate in Detroit, he founded “Credinta” (“The Faith) Calendar, he sanctified
churches, developed and strengthened the canonical ties with the other Orthodox Churches
on the continent.

After Bishop Andrei Moldovan’s death, in 1963, the Orthodox Romanians in America
and Canada were again forced to elect a bishop for their Eparchy. Three years later, on April
23, 1966, Archimandrite Victorin Ursache was elected bishop by the Church Congress of
the Orthodox Missionary Episcopate of America and Canada; at the meeting of June 6,
1966, the Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church recognized and approved this
election. He received the ordination on August 7, 1966, and the investiture and
enthronement took place on August 21, in the same year. Thus, he became the bishop of the
Romanian Orthodox Missionary Episcopate of America and Canada.

44 years later, on June 11, 1973, the Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church
decided that the Episcopate should become an Archdiocese, i.e. The Romanian Orthodox
Missionary Archdiocese of America, and Bishop Victorin became archbishop. In 1991, the
Archdiocese became The Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese of America and Canada.

Chapter IV, entitled The Conservation and Promotion of the Romanian Language,
Culture and Spirituality by the Orthodox Romanians in the United States of America and
Canada, outlined the most important events from the cultural-spiritual life and activity of
Archimandrite Bartholomeu Anania, and of other worthy priests and laymen who worked
for the common good, to the glory of God and the Holy Church.

The same chapter presented the establishment of the fraternal-cultural societies in the
United States and Canada, their purpose and organization over time. It also highlighted the
specific actions and the purpose of the two Auxiliary Organizations of the Romanian
Orthodox Metropolia of the Americas, i.e. The Association of Romanian Orthodox Ladies
Auxiliaries, also known as AROLA, and Romanian Orthodox Youth in America — ROYA.

This fourth chapter ends by presenting some aspects of the Romanian media in the
United States and Canada. The Romanian media, due to the large number of emigrants, was
very rich and varied, especially in the twentieth century. The first Romanian publication
(written in Romanian and Yiddish) in the United States of America and Canada, i.e. "The
Romanian-American Courier", belonging to the Jewish Romanians, was issued for the first

time in 1900, in New York. In 1903, in Cleveland, Ohio, the weekly literary-political and
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economic publication, “Tribuna” (“The Tribune”), written only in Romanian, was issued for
the first time. The "America" newspaper, founded in Cleveland in 1906, by priest Moise
Balea, aimed mainly at informing and educating the Romanians, as well as at developing the
solidarity and love for the people.

The “Union and League” Organization, together with the “America” newspaper, played
a major role in promoting the values of the Romanian culture and civilization, preserving the
ancestral traditions and the mother tongue. They also defended Romania's position in the
Balkan War and fought for the unification of Transylvania with Romania in 1918, and after
1940, the Romanians in America were more preoccupied with politics, firmly condemning
the cession of Bessarabia, Northern Bucovina, Herta area and part of Transylvania.

Particular attention was paid to the following publications: “Comuniunea romaneasca”
(“The Romanian Communion”), “Adevarul” (“The Truth”) and “Cuvantul romanesc” (“The
Romanian Word”).

Special attention was also paid to the Romanian church media: “Solia” Journal,
published in 1936, in Youngstown, Ohio, with Bishop Policarp Morusca’s blessing;
“Credinta” (“The Faith”) Journal, founded in 1952, in Detroit, Michigan, and “Credinta”
(“The Faith”) Almanac-Calendar; the online radio station “Credinta” (“The Faith”) and
“Vocea Ortodoxiei” (“Voice of the Orthodoxy”) radio station.

The last chapter of the paper, i.e. The Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese of the
Americas between Tradition and Modernity, comprises four subchapters:

The first subchapter, The attempts to unify all Orthodox Romanians in a single church
organization, highlighted the main attempts to achieve, through dialogue, the reconciliation
with the past and the restoration of the judicial unity of the two Romanian Orthodox
Episcopates from the United States and Canada. The favorable results of this dialogue,
which officially began when the Joint Dialogue Commission was established, as well as the
failure of these steps, are presented in this subchapter.

The second subchapter, The Reorganization of the Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese of
America and Canada and its elevation to the rank of Metropolia, marks the revival of the
Eparchy, initiated by Archbishop Nicholas Condrea, with his appointment as head of the
Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese of America and Canada, in July 2002, and supported by
Protosyncellus Ioan Casian Tunaru, who was elected Vicar Bishop of the Romanian
Archdiocese of America and Canada, in March 2006.

Shortly after Archbishop Nicolae’s ordination and investiture, the number of the

Orthodox parishes from the United States and Canada began to grow. In 1918, there were

11



30 Romanian Orthodox parishes; in 1929, there were 49 parishes (34 in the United States
and 15 in Canada). In 1939, there were 44 parishes and 62 “filii” — i.e. churches that do not
constitute a parish; they depend on another administrative church (33 parishes and 54 “filii”
in the United States of America, and 11 parishes and 8 “filii” in Canada). In 1972, there
were 31 parishes (12 in the United States, 18 in Canada and one in Venezuela). It is
noteworthy that in 2002 there were 26 parishes and missions in the United States America
and Canada. In 2016, there were 61 parishes and missions and 4 monasteries (2 in the
United States and 2 in Canada).

The same subchapter presented the significant activities carried out within the
Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese of the Americas, on several levels, namely: pastoral-
missionary, administrative, catechetical, inter-Orthodox and ecumenical.

Furthermore, it presented the most important events that have marked the Romanian
Orthodox ecclesiastical life from across the ocean lately (2016-2017): the establishment of
the Romanian Orthodox Metropolia of the Americas comprising two eparchies, i.e. The
Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese of the United States of America and The Romanian
Orthodox Episcopate of Canada, as well as Nicholas Condrea’s elevation to the rank of
Archbishop and the election of Vicar Bishop loan Casian as Bishop of the Romanian
Orthodox Episcopate of Canada.

The last subchapters provide information on the situation of the two Romanian
Orthodox parishes in South America, under the canonical jurisdiction of the Romanian
Orthodox Metropolia of the Americas, i.e. the Parish of the Holy Emperors Constantine and
Helen, in Venezuela, and the Parish Saint Apostle Andrew, in Argentina. These subchapters
also highlighted the relationship between the Romanian Orthodox Metropolia of the
Americas and the Mother Church.

The selection of the information from archive sources represented a defining approach
in this thesis. Moreover, the Orthodox Church press or some secular newspapers and
magazines/ journals, as well as electronic publications, completed the topic of the paper.
The following are among the most important: “Biserica Ortodoxd Romana” (“The
Romanian Orthodox Church”) Journal, “Credinta” (“The Faith”) Calendar and Almanac,
“Solia” Journal, “America” newspaper, “Revista Teologicd” (“The Theological Journal”).

Over time, the research conducted on the Romanian Orthodox church life in America
has materialized in small studies and articles. However, lately, some researchers have turned

their attention to exploring this topic; the most enlightening contribution was brought by
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Priest Prof. Gabriel-Viorel Gardan, PhD, with the work entitled The Romanian Orthodox
Episcopate of America - Part of the American Orthodoxy.

Gerald J. Bobango’s work, The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America: The first
Half Century 1929-1979 (Episcopia Ortodoxa Romdna din America: Prima jumdtate de
secol, 1929-1979), was extremely important for the analysis conducted in this PhD thesis,
because, in my opinion, it presented in detail and objectively the evolution of the Romanian
Orthodox church life from across the ocean.

The topic of the Romanians’ emigration and assimilation in the United States of
America was tackled by Christine Avghi Galitzi, in the work entitled A Study of
Assimilation Among the Romanians of United States, following a thorough investigation
into the American territory at the beginning of the 20th century. The data provided by this
work strengthened the image of the emigrant and presented a real picture of the studied
phenomenon.

Important contributions to the migration phenomenon were brought by the authors:
Ion losif Schiopul, Alexandru Nemoianu, loan Podea, Iancu Roman, Serban Drutzu and
Andrei Popovici, Aurel Sasu, Stelian Popescu-Boteni, Stefan Metes, Sanda Galopentia,
Radu Toma, Gelu Neamtu, Anca Hartular and others.

Besides the above-mentioned authors, who also referred to the organization of the
church life of the Romanian emigrants in the American lands. In this regard, the priest and
professor Aurel Jivi offered valuable information about the evolution of the Orthodox
Romanians in America until 1929 in the study entitled /nceputurile vietii bisericesti la
romanii ortodocsi din America (The Beginnings of the Romanian Orthodox Life in
America).

Moreover, priest Trandafir Scorobet’s articles provide concrete data about the
Orthodox Romanians in America and the church life from 1928-1929.

In priest Ioan Casian’s study, Romdnii din America si viata lor religioasa (The
Romanians in America and Their Religious Life), published in 1950 in “Biserica Ortodoxa
Romana” (“The Romanian Orthodox Church”) Journal, I found valuable information about
the Romanians’ emigration to America, their religious, economic and cultural life, the
organization of parishes and the establishment of the episcopate.

Strong testimonies about the life, activity and personality of Bishop Policarp Morusca
are revealed in many volumes and articles. Such instances are Aurel Sasu’s volumes entitled
Drumul vietii (The Road of Life) and Cazul Policarp Morusca (Policarp Morusca Case);

Priest Remus Grama’ s volume Policarp Morusca, primul episcop al romanilor din America
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(Policarp Morugca, the First Bishop of the Romanians in America); Priest Prof. PhD
Alexandru Moraru’s study Un ierarh nedreptdtit: episcopul Policarp Morusca al Americii
si Canadei (1935-1939) (A Wronged Hierarch: Bishop Policarp Morusca of America and
Canada (1935-1939)); Priest Professor Mircea Pacurariu’s article Preotul Pompei Morusca
— Episcopul Policarp al Americii (Priest Pompei Morusca - Bishop Policarp of America),
published in the volume Carturari sibieni de altadata (Ancient Scholars from Sibiu); Radu
Serban’s work Prea Sfintitul Policarp. Insemndri despre Unchiul Pompei (His Holiness
Policarp. Notes about Uncle Pompei).

Archbishop Victorin Ursache’s complex personality is evoked by Archimandrite
Bartholomeu Anania in the volume Memorii (Memories), as well as in articles written by
Gheorghe Alexe, Archimandrite Vasile Vasilache, priest Dumitru Bodale, priest Theodor
Damian, Nicholas Apostola, or archimandrite L. J. Newville.

From the above, I drew the following final considerations:

In the early days of the Romanians’ migration to the United States and Canada, i.e. the
end of the nineteenth century and the beginning of the twentieth century, the Romanian
migrants demonstrated that their dream, i.e. to earn a sum of money (a thousand dollars and
the money for the return journey), had to be fulfilled at all costs. For this purpose, they
faced all the problems of the new living environment, such as the acquisition of the
language; the adaptation to the new geographical, economic, political and cultural space;
learning trades that were quite different from what they knew, because more than 80% of
these Romanians were farmers and in America they had to work in the iron and steel
industry, in coal mines, in the car industry, and so on.

Although it is well-known that the Romanians’ emigration was generated by multiple
causes (social-economic and political causes, demographic growth, national and religious
oppression), the main cause had an economic nature. At the beginning, the emigrants did
not want to uproot themselves from their native land. However, their new life style and
especially the war, which broke out in 1914, led many of them to settle definitively in the
United States, more precisely in industrial cities such as Cleveland, Chicago, Detroit,
Philadelphia or New York, or in Canada, in cities such as Montreal, Toronto, Windsor,
Hamilton or Winnipeg.

The institutional organization of the Romanians across the ocean was an important
form of preserving and highlighting their ethnic, linguistic, cultural and religious identities.

First, the Romanian emigrants founded community organizations; then, they established
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boarding houses, where the new emigrants were housed; afterwards, the mutual associations
or the fraternal-cultural organizations emerged.

The Romanians’ presence in that social context, the community life, the need for order
and stability as far as their religious faith was concerned — all these imposed a church
organization, as well as the consent of some landmarks and rules.

The beginning of the organization of the church life in America was impressive,
animated by the enthusiasm and aspirations of the first generation. Most Romanian
emigrants, i.e. peasants with a well-grounded religious faith, did not lose themselves among
strangers and among the multitude of Christian religions and confessions present throughout
the American soil. In the beginning, they turned to the services of the priests from sister
Orthodox Churches, such as Ukrainians, Russians, Greeks, or Albanians. Afterwards,
despite all difficulties, they organized themselves thoroughly: they built churches and
founded parishes; the ecclesiastical authorities from the country sent them priests. Even
though the Orthodox Romanians fulfilled their part promptly, the development of a united
and vigorous church was slowed down by the lack of the Episcopal control and of a stable
and properly trained clergy.

The sustained efforts made by the Orthodox Romanians, priests and laity, to organize
themselves in an episcopate were remarkable. The countless requests and testimonies sent to
the ecclesial authorities in the country for the establishment of the Romanian Orthodox
Missionary Episcopate in America and for the appointment of a bishop had waited for an
answer for many years. However, due to Bishop Policarp Morusca’s appointment, the
Romanian Orthodox church life in America and Canada entered a normal course.

Each bishop marked the period of his episcopate through important pastoral-
missionary, administrative-household or cultural-educational works.

The first holder of the Romanian Orthodox Missionary Episcopate in America, Bishop
Policarp Morusca (for five years) carried out a fruitful activity, strengthening the
foundations laid by the Romanian Orthodox laypeople and priests. In his capacity as a
bishop, he definitely marked the evolution of the entire eparchy, involving himself with
much energy and competence in the spiritual and cultural life of the community. His rich
experience allowed him to develop theological works, sermons gathered in books, which
contributed to delineating a clearer and more complex image of his personality.

Bishop Andrei Moldovan had to face the most delicate period in the history of the
Romanian Orthodox church life from across the ocean, represented by the split of the

Romanian Orthodox Missionary Episcopate in America and Canada. Under those
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circumstances, Bishop Moldovan did not let the remaining flock scatter. In nearly 13 years
of pastoral care, he worked in a responsible manner, adopting the best solutions to remedy
and prevent the shortcomings and deficiencies, in order to remove distrust and suspicion.

Archbishop Victorin Ursache’s biography, which emerged from our memories and
from the memories of other people who knew him, reveals his deeds, his dedication and
restlessness in accomplishing every thought. During his 35 years of activity, Archbishop
Victorin, with his gentle nature, with his heart turned towards understanding and always
oriented towards the well-being of the entire eparchy, harmoniously combined his faith in
God and with the love for one’s peer, was especially concerned with the younger
generation. His pastoral activity was directed mainly towards the spiritual level. However,
he did not neglect the cultural and scholarly level, leaving several inheritance works,
resulting in a rich spiritual experience. His modesty, sobriety, godliness and gentleness of
authentic, gentle and just monasticism, his tenacity, perseverance, intelligence and oratory
talent are just some of his extraordinary qualities. He should be included (and honored)
among the great hierarchs and scholars of our people.

In order to achieve the purpose of their mission, both the clergy and the laypeople, led
by Archbishop Victorin and Archimandrite Bartholomeu Anania, managed to organize and
strengthen the Romanian Orthodox Missionary Archdiocese of America, having in view the
Romanian-Americans’ disunion, wisely passing over uneasiness and disappointments,
paying great attention to the preservation of the Orthodox faith, culture and mother tongue,
ancestral traditions and Romanian consciousness.

The Spiritual Enlightenment that accompanied hierarchs and priests when dealing with
problems during their pastorate period is an impetus for today’s clergy. For the new
generation, their model of service must be well known.

The media played a particularly important role in the cultural and spiritual
development of the Romanian-Americans, as well as in the preservation and promotion of
their native language and national identity. Since the beginning of the nineteenth century,
the media has represented for the Romanian emigrants the predominant means of
communication, also having in view that the freedom of expression was and still is an
opportunity in the West.

The Journal of the Romanian Orthodox Missionary Episcopate of America, i.e.
“Solia”, was the road opener of the church press. “Solia” and the Journal and Almanac-
Calendar “Credinta” (“The Faith”’) became documents that testified the Romanian Orthodox

continuity and identity in America and Canada.
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For 11 years (1965-1976), Archimandrite Bartholomeu Anania held several positions
within the Romanian Orthodox Missionary Eparchy of America. However, by taking over
the culture department, as editor of “Credinta” (“The Faith”) Journal and Almanac, a new
vision was brought, which aimed at revealing to the reader a correct image of all that was
happening in the Eparchy, as well as scattering possible distortions. He had proposed to
transform “Credinta” (“The Faith”) Journal into a high-ranking publication, and he largely
succeeded, because all his intellectual and spiritual resources had always materialized in
deeds.

Archbishop Nicholas Condrea’s appointment as head of the Romanian Orthodox
Archdiocese of America and Canada, in July 2002, entailed an activity aimed at the
regeneration of the Eparchy. The permanent preoccupations of the Archdiocese were: to
provide stability; to preserve the spiritual, cultural and material heritage transmitted from
the past century; to develop well-documented programs and projects in order to prevent
unwanted influences from the outside; to initiate new and valuable church and cultural
activities; to support the religious education of young people; to maintain a permanent
connection with the Mother Church; the interest in inter-Christian and inter-religious
dialogue, etc.

One of the urgent missionary duties was represented by the restoration of the
jurisdictional unity of the two Romanian Orthodox Eparchies in America. In this respect,
after 1990, real progress has been made to restore the unity. Nevertheless, despite regaining
communion and mutual respect, the two dioceses remain divided, still preserving the hope
that one day they will again have the same Mother Church.

The symptoms of that painful event, in which the Orthodox Romanians from the
United States and Canada were divided against their will, cannot be removed by a critical
examination, but through a sincere dialogue and in total knowledge of the reality. Therefore,
the intention was not to analyze critically the separation of the two Romanian Orthodox
Eparchies. However, its presentation provided the opportunity to reflect and to observe St.
Apostle Paul’s words: “I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions
among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought" (1 Corinthians 1: 10).

An important page in the history of the Romanian Orthodoxy across the ocean was
also written in 2016, when the Romanian Orthodox Metropolia of the Americas was
established, thus highlighting the certain continuity of the Orthodox Romanian church life

on this continent.
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At present, the Romanian Orthodox Metropolia of the Americas actively participates
in the revival of the parish life, since the churchgoers’ concern for an authentic spiritual life
has fallen sharply; the individualism and materialism are considered more important than
the traditional values that guided the generations from the past century. Efforts are also
made to preserve the Romanian language in the religious cult and among churchgoers.
Religious services are performed in Romanian and English because, nowadays, few young
people speak Romanian.

Another goal is to set up new parishes, especially because some communities do not
have their own churches and use churches borrowed from the Roman Catholics, the
Anglicans, or the Protestants.

In America, religious proselytism has found a suitable manifestation space; we
encounter here the greatest number of religious confessions, sects, and groups. One of the
merits of the Romanian Orthodox Metropolia of the Americas is that it had and it still has
people of great spiritual and intellectual value, i.e. hierarchs, priests or laymen who have

defended and still defend the Orthodoxy.
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