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IONTRODUCTION

Dobrogea has a special place in the Christianity of the first centuries, because this
region has been blessed by God with the presence not only of the Holy Apostles Andrew and
Philip, but also with a number of martyrs, martyrs and hierarchs, of whom we only mention
the Zotic Saints, Atal, Camasis and Philip of Niculitel, Saint Epictet and Astion, Saint
Dionysius Exigu, Saint Bretanion, Saint Teotim, Bishop of Tomis, Saint John Cassian and
other "Scythian monks"".

The dimensions of the cathedrals traces of Noviodunum, Halmyris, Istria, Tomis
and the other ancient Dobrogea fortresses, as well as the presence in the Byzantine period of
no less than 14 bishops in this territory, constitute sufficient reasons for the interest shown by
the Romanian historiography, and the Church, for this blessed corner of the country.

Dobrogea has been for a long time a model of inter-ethnic and interconfessional
cohabitation, and the existence until the early nineteenth century of the Metropolis of
Proilavia and Silistra, under Ottoman Empire, demonstrates it.

Following the War of Independence and the Berlin Peace Treaty from the summer
of 1878, the independence of Romania is acknowledged, Dobrogea is recognized as romanian
soil, also the Danube Delta, the Serpent Island, and it is specified that the border line with
Bulgaria will start along the Danube, includes the compact Romanian population in these
areas, and the southern part, the Cadrilater to come back to Bulgaria.

In this context, on November 14 1878, Dobrogea officially rejoined the modern
Romanian state, so 1878 represents the beginning of profound processes of transformation of
the country and especially of this old, but fresh territory of the homeland Romania.

Here is the criteria for the first landmark of the period set as Object of study for our
research, and 1923 represents the second landmark, the year of the re-establishment of the
Constanta Episcopate, more precisely on March 30, 1923, when Ilarie Teodorescu is installed
as bishop of Constanta, the ancient Tomis.

The period under study are the 45 years since the reunification of Dobrogea in the
Romanian borders, from the establishment of the Romanian administration, to the re-
establishment of the old Diocese of Tomis. These two special events in Dobrogean life, by

their obvious importance, outline a stage in the history of Dobrogea.

! Nechita Runcan, IX. Contributia , Calugarilor sciti” la infaptuirea comuniunii si unitafii culturale europene,
in Studii de Teologie istorica si patristicd, vol. VI, p. 332, Editura Vasiliana ‘98, lasi, 2013.
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Through this research [ intended to establish the essential historical landmarks of
the places of worship raised in Constanta County during 1878-1923 - The purpose of the
research.

The objectives of the Scientific Research Project are:

- the first objective - to ensure the achievement of profound documentation in the
proposed research field;

- second objective - to use the chosen working methods, ie document analysis,
document study and case study, as mentioned above;

- the third objective - to prove, through the number of churches founded during the
reference period, that the Constanta church life flourished after the return of Dobrogea to the
Motherland,

- here we conclude a conclusion that we did not aim at at the beginning of the
research, but which crystallized clearly during the elaboration of our work, namely the
undisputed fact that the Romanian Orthodox Church and Romania showed the acceptance of
the other people and other faith, to help them, not only sporadically, punctually and
incidentally, but systematically and even institutionally.

The significance and importance of the proposed research lies in the thorough
knowledge of the Dobrogea church life during 1878-1923, as well as in the validation or
invalidation of the working hypotheses implied by the objectives stated above.

We were able to identify 35 of the 36 churches registered by Archimandrite
Ieronim Stefanescu, appointed on June 1, 1879 as ecclesiastical reviewer, by Bishop losif
Gheorghian. And all the places of worship I have encountered either, most of them, still in
use, or only in archive documents, are 145. Here are some localities that appear twice in some
tables where we have tried to synthesize the information that we have analyzed them because
those communities had in fact built two places of worship.

This research has an Introduction that included the Sources of the argumentation
of research and Methodology of research. Here we present the current state of research in the
field of reference, indicating some of the doctoral theses that have recently been dealt dealing
with topics close to our topic of interest.

The first chapter presents the Status of Dobrogea in 1878 in three subchapters:
Political, economic, social and military context; Religious life of in 1878, Some data about
other denominations in Constanta County. We chose to fully render both the Proclamation of

His Royal Majesty, King Carol I to Dobrogea people and The High Order of the Day, since
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these two documents constitute the beginning of the Romanian administration in Dobrogea
after a break of almost five centuries, but especially for their European spirit, the King
underlining that "Romania's justice does not know ethnic differences and religion, "while
recommending Romanian soldiers to respect the religion, family and morals of the Muslim
population.

The second chapter speaks about the State of the clergy, as well as three
subchapters: the Bishops of the Lower Danube between 1878-1923; Re-Establishment of the
Episcopate of Constanta - Bishop llarie Teodorescu (1923-1925); The Archpriests of
Constanta County between 1878-1923. 1 have reviewed the bishops and priests who
pastorated this territory without insisting too much on their activity and work, rather we listed
them, because the weight of the work was to represent the churches built in Constanta County
between 1878-1923, and , if we are allowed to express this, the stars are the local
communities that have raised these places of worship, presented in the next chapter.

The third chapter, called Churches of Constanta, is the largest part of the work,
divided into three subchapters: Churches built before the War of Independence; Places of
worship raised between 1878-1900; Churches edified in period 1900-1923. Here we have
presented every place of worship, trying to bring data about the community that has forced
for it, even indicating the names of the faithful who have somewhat noticed where the springs
have allowed us to identify them as such.

At the end we presented the conclusions of our research, along with some charts
that we wanted to highlight the achievements of the communities of believers, materialized
by raising, in 1878-1923, only in the county of Constanta, the majority of the 145 churches
identified by us. We emphasize that the period of reference includes the First World War,
which not only stopped the works in progress but also destroyed or at least damaged a large
part of the existing cults.

We have divided the 300 sources and works we consulted into the Bibliography in
eight categories, such as: Sources, General works, Specialized works, Albums, dictionaries,
monographs, Studies and articles, Periodicals, Webography and Unpublished Works.

From the extraordinary volume of archive documents, Romania's Official Monitors
and other materials I consulted, I chose to introduce only a few in the Annexes to readily
introduce the reader into the era and theme of the paper. This argument [ had in my mind

when [ set up every annex. We also reproduced, in Annex 5, the photos of 116 of the churches



that were the subject of our study, photographs taken on the inventory of 1967, which are in

the inventory files of each parish and in the Archives of the Tomis Archbishopric.

1. Sources of the argumentation of research

We underline here a rich bibliography referring to Dobrogea, generally briefly
pointed out in the References to the above-mentioned paper, but we must also show the lack
of a concise work on the Dobrogea church life in the period of interest to us.

I have only mentioned the most important papers we have used in our analysis, as
well as two recent PhD theses as the current state of research in the area and the period of
interest, as follows:

loana — Laura Caloean, Historical landmarks in the evolution of religious life in
Dobrudja, from 1878 to 1950, from the perspective of the press, doctoral thesis, Phd
Coordinator pr. prof. univ. dr. Nechita Runcan, Doctoral School of Theology, ,,Ovidius”

University of Constanta, 2014.

Laurentiu Manastireanu, Religious life in northern Dobrogea (1878-1918),doctoral
thesis, PHD Coordinator prof. univ. dr. Nicolae Bocsan, Doctoral School of History,

Civilisation an Culture, ,,Babes-Bolyai” University of Cluj-Napoca, 2014.

A source of prime importance and seniority was the "Inspection Scheet" of
Constanta protopopes.

Another important source was the History of Churches and the inventory lists made
in 1967.

2. Methodology of research

The research procedure, during the chapters developed in the present paper and in
the research work done in order to achieve the aim and the objectives proposed, resulted in
the establishment of the object of research, namely the places of worship raised in Constanta

County between 1878-1923. Thus, we highlight the fact that after the first period of research,



due to the large amount of information, we have established a dual spatial and temporal
delimitation, to which we added the limitation of our interest only to the churches.

he research methods chosen are specific to the field of history, demonstrating its
obvious advantages during the scientific approach undertaken. Among the methods used in
contemporary theological research we mention the following:

- documenting method; - method of bibliographic research; - the method of
analysis of the text or documents; - comparative method; - quantitative method; -
microstructure method; - qualitative method; - Interactive method, etc.

In our research we used:

- documenting method; - method of bibliographic research; - the method of
analysis of the text or documents; - microstructure method.

Regarding the method of micro-history, we affirm that every place of worship
shown in our work bears the mark of this method because each church is the image of the
respective community, it is the product of the work and the sacrifice of the faithful, the priest,
archpriest and bishop participate in its embellishment.

We also took into account the research hypotheses formulated:

Main Hypothesis: In County Constanta, religious sites were built between 1878-
1923.

Research Question: Have churches been built in Constanta County during the

reference period?

o A negative answer why?
implications
o An affirmative answer how many? By whom? When? How? With what

were thwy endowed?
implications.

Here too we show the difficulties encountered, as follows:

- what kind of information is needed, what and why is it necessary?

- what kind of data are useful - quantitative and / or qualitative data?

- What are the methods of collecting these data (interview, document analysis,
commentary, exegesis, etc.)?

- how to process the resulting data?

From these dilemmas we have saved the chosen Research Tools:

- analysis of archive documents;



- the study of the places of worship, of the pisani, in particular;

- the synthesis of the information obtained.

The resulting conclusions, presented in their place in this paper, confirm the
working hypothesis. The impressive number of the churches built during this period, as well
as the care of the communities to adorn them with all the necessary, make us affirm that,
beyond the mere confirmation of some working hypotheses, in Dobrogea during the reference
period, the church life flourished , reminiscent of the Byzantine period, when I had a stately

basilica in every city.

CONCLUSIONS

Dobrogea has long been a model of inter-ethnic and interconfessional cohabitation.

Romania demonstrates, in particular, through the Constitutions that were applied
during the reference period, namely that of 1866 and 1923, that it was a model of tolerance,
unique to Europe at that time.

Church life in Constanta County in the period 1878-1923 is remarkable through an
extraordinary activity demonstrated by the large number of ecclesiastical churches and
ecclesiastical buildings now built.

The enumeration of the churches founded in this strictly chronological period
highlights the activity of each of the priestries in part, without the need for further emphasis
or nuances in the present stage of the research, we shall confine ourselves to the fact that
besides the municipal activity, in view of the preparation of priests, but also the training of
the population, involved in the founding of schools in the respective communities.

All the priests mentioned here are special personalities of Tomis who have put their
impressive impression on the pastoral community with unshakable results if we were to relate
to either only the more than 100 places of worship established during this period under the
guidance of these priests who did not forget the Savior's call "but dare. I have overcome the
world "(John 16: 33). We impress the activity and dedication of these shepherds.

Of the 36 churches recorded by Archimandrite leronim Stefanescu in 1879, we
were able to identify 35 of which 18 were replaced in the period under our study, respectively
1878-1923, with other places of new worship, we treated it separately but also in the churches
of the Constanta churches raised between 1878-1923, so they will be found in the

corresponding list as well as briefly in the following:
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Nr.

ort. PARISH/BRANCH The alleged year of church building

1. Aliman before 1877

2. Béneasa Religious books from 1845

3. Cernavoda — Sf. Nicolae Icons 1864, religious books 1848-1855
4. Ciobanu Icons 1860, religious books 1803-1856
5. Cochirleni Replaced in 1897

6. Coslugea Replaced in 1900

7. Dobromir Vale Before 1860

8. Dunareni 1872

9. Garlita Icons 1862, Gospel 1854

10. | Galita Religious books 1830

11. | Harsova — Sf. Nicolae 1856

12. Medgidia 1850, demolished 1899

13. Mangalia Trustee 1872, 2 churches

14. | Mihai Viteazu 1853 till 1883

15. | Negureni Church school in 1878

16. Rasova 1848

17. Seimeni Icons 1875

18. Vlahi Religious books 1851-1858

Also, of the 36 churches mentioned by archimandrite leronim Stefénescu2 we

identified 17 places of worship that resisted after 1877, thus:

Nr. Year of
PARISH/BRUNCH Old name Brunch of parish

crt. church

1. Arsa - Mangalia Capucci 1854

2. Bugeag Ostrov 1862

3. Canlia Canli-Derea 1862 1863
Constanta — Comunitatea

4. Metamorphosis 1865-1867
Schimbarea la Fata greacd

5. Garliciu 1865

6. Ton Corvin Cuzgun 18527 1882

7L Grigorescu, Constanta religioasa ..., p. CXVIIL




7. Istria Caranusuf 1860
8. Izvoarele Pirjoaia Canlia 1860
9. Mircesti Demircea Ion Corvin 1830-1840
1872
10. Oltina 1864
11. Ostrov Alunetu Findic 1860
12. Pietreni Cocargea 1868
13. Satu Nou 1861
14. Sinoe Casapchioi 1853
15. Strunga Caslea Oltina 1836
16. Topalu Topalu 1865
17. | Viile Beilic 1856

Thus, the archimandrite leronim Stefanescu is fully acknowledged, according to

which of the 36 churches, only 17 were in better conditions, the rest being degraded so that

they could not be performed in them. We note that, as a result of field and archive research,

we 1dentified 35 of the 36 cults. We can conclude that the ecclesiastical life in Constanta in

1878 was at least desirable if we consider the extremely small number of churches 36 and 40

priests, to which we add only the reality that at that time in the city of Constantinople the

only church was the Change to the Front, which in fact served the Greek community in this

city. At the same time, following the researches carried out, we identified a number of 110

churches raised in Constanta County between 1878-1923, as follows:

Nr. Brunch of | Year of
PARISH/BRUNCH Old name of locality
crt. parish construction
1. Dunareni Iurt, Marleanu Viile 1872-1882
2. Alimanu 1880
3. Nuntasi — St. Dumitru Duingi Tariverde 1880
Calugareni — Assumption of
4. Caciamac Nistoresti 1880-1884
the Virgin Mary
Mihail Kogalniceanu - St. 1882;  1912-
3. Cara Murat
George 1935

? Istoricul bisericii din satul Mircesti, filiald a parohiei Ion Corvin in Inventar 30 sept. 1967, Parohia fon Corvin,
Filiala Mircesti, Dosar nr. 2, Ep.Dun.Jos-Galati, Protopopiatul Adamclisi — AAT.
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Constanta — The Cathedral St.

6. 1883
Peter and Paul

7. Mihai Viteazu — St. Dimitrie Sariurt 1884

8. Cetatea Asanlic Asaulic 1884

9. Tuzla — St. Catherine Capul ,Tuzla 1884

Eni-Serai, Eschis-
10. Saraiu — St. George 1885
Sarai

Nicolae  Balcescu - St

11. Zanechici, Carol 1 1886
Archangels
Sécele — The Covenanat of the

12. Peletlia 1886
Mother of God

13. Tortomanu — St. Paraskeva Tortomanu 1886-1893
Crucea — the Birth of the

14. Satischioi 1887-1889
Mopther of God

15. Vulturu — St. Archangels Cartalu 1888

16. | Petrosani — St. Archangels Chioseler 1889-1903

17. Cuza Voda — St. George Decuzel, DokuzOgul 1890

18. Faclia Saligny 1890

19. Medgidia — St. Peter and Paul 1890

20. Dunérea Boazgic, Boascic 1891

21. | Nistoresti — St. Nicolae 1891

22. Baraganu Coman-Faca 1892

23. Ciocirlia — St. Nicolae 1892

24. Tichilesti — St. George 1892

25. Runcu — The Healing spring Tersichioi Pantelimon 1892-1895

26. Lipnita 1893-1903
Corbu de Jos — St. Constantine

27. Gargalacul Mic 1894
and his mother Hellen
Negresti — Assumption of the

28. Carabacu 1894
Virgin Mary

29. Rasova — St. Nicolae 1894-1912

30. Cernavodda — St. Constantine 1895




and his mother Hellen

Ceatal Ormen,
31. Pantelimon 1895
Pantelimonu de Sus

32. Seimenii Mici — St. Dimitrie Seimeni 1895
Ciobanu — St. John the ) )

33. Groapa Ciobanului 1896
Theologian

34, Dumbraveni Hairam-Chioi 1896

35. Vilcele — St. Spiridon 1896
Ramnicu de Jos - St

36. 1896 -1904
Paraskeva

37. Cochirleni — St. Dumitru 1897

38. Dulgheru Vulturu 1897

39. Galbiori Saragea 1897

40. Tepes Voda — St. George Chiorcigsmea 1897

41. | Dorobantu Beleru 1897; 1913
Pestera — the Birth of Mother | langa

42. Cochirleni 1897-1902
of God Mamut Cuius

43. Fantanele Ienan Cisme 1898

44, Saligny — St. Archangels Azizia 1898

45. | Viisoara — St. George Caceamac 1898

46. Pecineaga — St. George Gherengic 1898-1904

47. Chirnogeni — St. George Ghiomnia, Ghivelnia 1899

48. Deleni — St. Dumitru Enigea Pietreni 1899-1900

49. Limanu — St. Nicolae Caracicula,Caracicola 1899-1903
Targusoru — St. Constantine

50. Pazarlik 1899-1905
and his mother Hellen

51. Coslugea — The Holy Trinity Coslugea 1900-1903

52. Horia — St. Dumitru Tichilesti 1902-1903

Viroaga apoi
53. Olteni — Sf. Dimitrie Demircea, Demirci 1900-1903
Dumbréveni
54. Béneasa- St. Paraskeva Parachioi 1904
55. Constanta - Assumption II in Anadalchioi 1904
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Hateg — Assumption of Virgin

56. Arabagi Pietreni 1904
Mary

57. Movila Verde — Ascension Cazil Murat 1901-1904

58. Movilita — St. Paraskeva Topraisar 1904

59. Seimenii Mari — St. George Seimeni Seimeni 1904
Albesti — St. Constantine and

60. Cotul Vaii 1905
his mother Hellen

61. Almalau — Ascension 1905
Constanta -

62. 1905; 1925
St. Andrew

63. Closca — St. George Musluiu Tichilesti 1905; 1948

64. Cerchezu — The Healing spring | Cerchezchioi 1905-1909

65. Mereni Inge Mahale 1905-1907

66. Constanta - Assumption | 1906-1911

67. Corbu de Sus — St. Paraskeva | Gargalacul Mare Corbu de Jos 1906
Dobromiru din Deal - St

68. 1906-1924
George
Dobromir Vale — St. Peter and

69. Dobromir 1908
Paul

70. Furnica — St. Nicolae Dumbraveni 1906
Murfatlar — Basarabi — the

71. Murfatlar 1903-1906
Birth of Mother of God

72. Topraisar Topraisar 1906

73. Colelia (former ly German) Nistoresti 1922

74. Adamclisi — St. George Pendinte de Cocargea 1907
Cogealac 1 — St. Vasile

75. Cogealac 1907
(formerly German)
Cogealac I — Assumption of

76. 1928
Virgin Mary
Cotul Vaii — Assumption of o

77. o Chiragi Vilcele 1907
Virgin Mary

78. Independenta — Annunciation | Bairamdede 1908-1922
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79. Lumina (formerly German) Cogealia 1903; 1941
Castelu — Assumption of
80. Chiostel 1906-1916
Virgin Mary
Esechioi — St. Constantine and
81. Eschioi Girlita 1908
his mother Hellen
Hargova — St. Constantine and
82. Carsium, Varos 1908
his mother Hellen
83. Negru Voda — St. George Cara Omer 1908
84. Plopeni — St. Dumitru Cavaclar 1908-1909
85. Baltagesti — St. George Galbiori 1910
86. Negureni — St. Archangels Cuarnic 1909-1930
87. Viroaga — St. Dimitrie Calfachioi 1909
1910;
88. Ovidiu — Palazu Mare Canara
1936-1958
Crucea -
89. Stupina — St. Archangels Erchesec o 1904-1910
Satischioi
90. Darabani — St. George Valcele 1911-1915
91. Mircea Voda Celibichioi 1911
92. Raristea — St. Dimitrie Bazarghian Negureni 1911-1914
93. Techirghiol — St. Ilie Tuzla 1909-1914
94, Gura Dobrogei — St. Dumitru | Langa Cavargic 1905-1912
Cadi-Casla
95. Miorita 1934; 1912
(tc. Kadi Kisla)
Silistea — Assumption af
96. o Taspunar Tepes Voda 1915-1923
Virgin Mary
97. Vlahi — St. Archangels Vlah-kioi 1909-1912
Caramat — Ion Corvin -
98. Crangu 1913
Kara Amet Cuzgun
Eforie Sud — St. John the
99. Movila 1913-1935
Baptizer
100. | Sipotele Ghiolpunar 1913
101. | Mangalia — 1914

12




St. George
102. | Osmancea — St. Archangels Osmancea Mereni 132471- 14
103. | Pantelimonu de Jos Gradina 1914-1925
104. | Zorile — St. Ilie Kerim Kuis 1907-1914
105. | Constanta — St. George 1915
106. | Crisan Capugiu 1909-1913
107. | Izvorul Mare — St. Archangels | Mamut Cuius Pestera 1913-1938
108. | Stefan cel Mare — St. George Saligny 1915
109, Tufani — Assumption af Virgin | Cara-Aci sau 1013-1923
Mary Sarapcea-Cara-Aci
110. | Mireasa — St. Mary Ghelengic Targusoru 1905-1916

It is obvious that the number of churches raised during this period of almost half a
century, 1878-1923, impresses, especially if we consider that in addition to the raising of the
cult itself, parish houses were built, dishes, scents, books , clothing for worship and, last but
not least, in the majority of cases, the communities have also taken care of establishing a site
for the cemetery. It should be noted that, in fact, the period under consideration is restricted,
due to the First World War, in 1916, being in fact the final terminal for the construction of the
presented cults, as is clearly shown in the table above.

From a methodological point of view, we presented the places of worship in a style as
close as possible to the spring style used, simply, concisely, using only the information I
appreciated important in drawing the whole picture. Also, regarding the administrative
aspect, namely parishes, branches, we mention that we will mention them as they are
recorded in the recorded sources, and further research will determine their current status.

Another personal observation I made during the present research relates to the fact
that the great themes of the History of the Romanian Orthodox Church were or at least seem
to have already been covered when I say this I refer to the War of Independence, Unification,
the declaration of the autocephaly of the Romanian Orthodox Church, the rise to the rank of
patriarchate, the First World War, the Balkan wars and many other major events that marked
the history in general and the period under our study, but the small nuances that can not be
seen remotely local, small personal events make up the great painting we all look at, called

History.
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We also hope that at least in part it has brought to light certain aspects of tomist
church life from the period after the Independence War until the re-establishment of the

Tomis Episcopate.

Biserici construite in judetul Constanta
pana in 1923
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