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In the ��Introduction��, from the point of view of a missionary,  I am showing the 

significance of choosing this theme. After 1989, the assult of the sect, the religious formations, 

the para-religious ones and the neognostic groups is increasing. I want to present, in this PhD 

thesis, the influence of those groups on the believers of the Romanian Orthodox Church.

Due to the influence of postmodernity with its dimensions : secularization, globalization, 

religious pluralism,  syncretism and in particular, we are interested in the neognostic 

fromations�s assault on the Romanian Orthodox Church. It is necessary to understand: the 

history and context of the groups appearance and  then the  doctrine appearance, the 

organization and details about the leader and the leadership of the movement.

We also need to identify additional operating mode to decode the methods of  affiliation,

recruitment and retention within the neognostic groups; and it would be better to know the 

methods of assistance for those wishing to leave the movement and to reintegrate into the 

Church. These elements together with elements of our Ecclesial internal mission can be 

considered a model pastoral missionary response, apologetic, of the defense of members of the 

Romanian Orthodox Church believers.

As a result of the study, this pastoral missionary model may constitute the inspiration for 

our Ecclesial mission, it is therefore a necessary aspect of our work. This is reinforced by the fact 

that the mission is an integral part of our Ecclesial existence of the Church and will end at the 

end of time.

The novelty of the subject is given by treating interdisciplinary the chosen theme from 

three points of view, methods used by the three personal and scientific disciplines: Psychology, 

Sociology, Missiology.
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The current state of research at national and international level

Nationally:

About the  chosen movements of neognostic, wrote the following teachers: P.I.David 

deacon, Pr. Petraru George Pr. Achimescu Nicholas, Pr. Radu Petre Muresan, Pr.Vasile Nechita, 

Pr.Istodor Gheorghe, Nicu Gavril etc.

Internationally:

There are a host of researchers, most of the American and European in sociology, 

psychology and missiology consecrated who described in detail about the ten neognostic 

formations. I would remembered: James R. Lewis, Dick Anthony, Massimo Introvigne, Eileen 

Barker, Peter Berger, David G. Bromley, Regis Dericquebourg, Steven Hassan, Charles U. 

Larson, Robert Jay Lifton, Stephen A. Kent, Jean Francois Mayer, J. Gordon Melton, Alex 

Mucchielli, James T. Richardson, John A. Saliba, Margaret Thaler Singer, Robert L Snow, 

Rodney Stark, William Sims Bainbridge, Jean Vernette, D. Benjamin Zablocki, Joachim Wach, 

Max Weber, Bryan Wilson, Joshua Iyadurai etc.

Methods and approaches used:

I will ask some important questions and answers will be revealing to analyze the methods 

and approaches used.

First question: What is the studied problem?

Converting psychosocial methods, recruitment and retention of neophytes, uprooted 

from the traditional Christian Churches and especially within the Romanian Orthodox Church by 

invoice neognostic formations.

Second question: What are the assumptions of this issue?

Making a first hypothesis: that the canonical territory of the Romanian Orthodox Church 

is "terra misionis," which is considered a virgin place  what has not been sufficiently researched 

and evangelized in terms of sects / cults and neognostic movments.

A second hypothesis: Romanian Orthodox Church believers resilience in the face of the 

explosion of proselytism of sects / cults and neognostic movements.

Third question: What theoretical implications in the study conducted and how it will 

influence the knowledge of the field?
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It makes a determination and identification of groups and neognostic movements based 

on a criteria clearly spelled out and establish common elements formations described in the 

paper, which can be considered embedded in neognostic type groups. Then there is a description 

and synthesis methods of recruitment, conversion and retention neophytes, sects and neognostic

movements type chosen in this paper. Then these results will be analyzed in terms of missiology 

and apologetic order to determine the response of the Romanian Orthodox Church against such 

interference and to establish a unique model pastoral missionary.

Fourth question: What are the utterances tested and how the conclusions were derived?

We will study the impact of the neognostic groups on the Romanian Orthodox Church in 

the first place and the traditional historical churches in the secondary. It will highlight the effects 

of this impact, we will draw conclusions and there will be searched for practical ways and 

missionary solutions defense of the Romanian Orthodox Church, in the short term and the 

possibility of using them the medium and long term, a unique pastoral missionary model to 

these neognostic sects and invoice movements.

Postmodernity where we stand conditions our whole religious life. By its features we are 

deeply influenced. Some of the determinants of postmodernity: New religiosity, Secularization, 

Religious pluralism, Religious fundamentalism, Globalization, Neo-migration, Multiculturalism, 

development of technology, Consumerism.

In head I. Methods of work for the recruitment of sociological origins

In this chapter we define the terms: sect, cult, new religious movements neo-Gnostic, 

then define the following concepts recruitment and conversion methods used by neognostic 

groups . We can find many sociological models of conversion: Passive convert, convert ACCT, 

Model by James T. Richarson and Brock Kilbourne, typology of paradigmatic perspective 

(active versus passive) and subparadigmatic perspective (intraindividual versus interindividual 

level of analysis).

Model Conversion to a Deviant Perspective by John Lofland şi Rodney Stark, model by 

Richard Travisano- conversion as identity disaggregation, model by Roger  Strauss for the 

conceptions of seekerhood, model conversion motif by John Lofland și Norman Skonovd,. Six 
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motifs are described in their typology: intellectual, mystical, experimental, affectional, revivalist, 

coercive.

Model Conversion as a Change in One's Universe of Discourse,by David Snow and 

Richard Machalek. Very important is rhetorical indicators: Biographical reconstruction, The 

adoption of a master attribution scheme, A suspension of analogical reasoning, Embracement of 

the convert role. Snow & Machalek  argue that these four rhetorical features mark the occasion 

of conversion.

Jay Lewis Rambo Rambo presents a seven stage sequential model of conversion 

consisting of context, crisis, quest, encounter, interaction, commitment and consequences. Hetty 

Zock presents a new model The biographical-narrative paradigm is an elaboration of the active

interindividual paradigm. The convert is seen as an active individual seeking transformation of 

life and self through religious-cultural models presented in conversion stories.

Joshua Iyadurai presents, in 2011, the newest model of conversion is Step model of 

transformative religious experiences. The step model of transformative religious experiences has 

seven steps: Exposure, Disenchantment, Crunch, Pursuit and Test, Hostilities, Participation, and 

Maturation. This model has two axes that provide the supportive roles in the conversion process. 

The x axis indicates the social psychological dimension and the y axis indicates religious 

dimension.

The model by Snow David, Zurcher Jr. Louis și Ekland-Olson presents recruitment 

techniquies and use four criteria to analysis neognostic group: Face-to-face-Public Channels, 

Face-to-face-Private Channels, Mediated-Public Channels(mass-media), Mediated-Private 

Channels. The means of information dissemination can be conceptualized generally in terms of 

whether they are face-to-face or mediated.

We define charisma from the sociological point of view and we will study the 

relationship between charisma and leadership of  the neo-Gnostic movements, then we'll do a 

case study of neognostic formations, according to the following characteristic dimensions 

established by Max Weber: Supernatural, natural, new style, Mision, political Types, instability, 

revolution, violence, routinization.

In head II. Methods of work for the recruitment of psychological origin
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In this chapter we define the terms of manipulation, persuasion and influence and present 

theoretical models of persuasion , applicable to the  studied neognostic formations. Then we 

describe the manipulation and its effects in terms of psychological neognostic groups: The 

Gaslight Effect, cognitive dissonance, conformity, obedience, laws change and their applicability 

in sectarian manipulation. Then we develop a typological profile of the victim neognostic 

configurations.

An important part of our work is the control mechanisms, that are used within neognostic 

formations: Mind Control the role model B.I.T.E .; Thought Reform and Brainwashed and 

controversy this theory. Then referring to the possibility of output by deprogramming or exit 

counseling  from neognostic groups and psychological effects of abuse suffered and 

possibilities of recovery.

In head III. we describe studied neognostic formations: AMORC, Eckankar Movement 

Grail Brotherhood White Universal-FBU Group Iso-Zen, the Raelian Movement, Ufolatrii, 

Theosophy, Anthroposophy, Scientology, the model offered by Pr. Prof. Achimescu in his New 

religious movements, each neognostic formation is studied by the following criteria: history, 

doctrine, the conception of God, Christology, anthropology, cosmology, soteriology, and 

evaluation practices and ceremonies of the Orthodox viewpoint.

In head IV. Impact of neognostic groups about BOR and traditional Christian

confessions 

In this chapter we define the mission and its aspects, evangelism, witness, diaconate and 

pastoral mission and then show the key dimensions of BOR in postmodernity: Trinitarian 

character, Christological, pneumatological, apostolic. Then we are introducing the concept of 

Evangelization and Ecumenism today. Then are some of coordinates that define the ROC 

mission in our postmodern and post-communist times.

A subsection of the chapter talks about Romanian Orthodox laity in the mission of 

postmodernism studied from several points of view: the prophetic ministry of the Savior Jesus 

Christ, the Savior Jesus Christ sanctifying ministry, the ministry of Jesus Christ, our leader. Then 

there will be presented ways of improving orthodox laity mission today.
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Another subsection of the chapter discusses the impact of the neognostic groups on 

Christian denominations_ Roman Catholicism , Protestant and any other  denominations of 

protestant- type_ and how to relate to neognostic groups.

In head V. Apologetics methods of  the Romanian Orthodox Church  

In this chapter we talk about a unified missiology plan following components: 

misiologic- sectologic, apologetics and pastoral, organizational-administrative and political 

Legislative. Then talk about possible reactions of members of the Romanian Orthodox Church 

under the impact neognostic groups: ignoring the problem, defense neognostic groups and 

dialogue with Orthodox faith and confession of the Romanian Orthodox Church.

It required a debate within the Ecclesial, at every level of her, starting with the parish, with 

the support of theologians branded and hierarchy, in order to define a flexible,dynamic and 

unified model of the mission and pastoral care of the Romanian Orthodox to respond to the 

aggressive proselytizing of neognostic formations.

In head VI. Dynamization domestic missions to the BOR

In this chapter we define dynamic internal organizational mission BOR: at the parish level, 

at the monasteries, at the level of dioceses and metropolitans and patriarchs. Then we will be 

studing  the pontentization  using mass- media (websites, facebook, radio and TV, etc.) in 

schools: public (primary, secondary and high school) and theological schools: seminar and 

faculty. Then we have a chapter dedicated to the  young believers � the driving force of boosting 

mission of BOR.

Conclusion

In our area of concern of Orthodox missiology this theme has its place because, on the 

one hand, clarifies the possible methods of conversion, recruitment and retention of the neophyte 

by the neognostic formation and, on the other hand, it proves the correctness of the two 

assumptions made at the beginning of the topic.
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This gives us the opportunity of knowing the complex methods of attack of the 

neognostic groups. We can take measures to counter which may lead to an improvement of 

Romanian Orthodox Church missionary activities.

The presentation of the sectarian methods are enlightening, succint and consistent; the 

taxonomy and the detailed presentation of each section of this groups and their specific methods, 

clarify in detail the confessional mosaic of these groups of neognostic invoice. Pastoral 

missionary model that resulted from my research can contribute, more or less, in our Ecclesial 

missionary architecture.

We are aware that there might be new methods of manipulation, persuasion and 

influencing the studied neognostic formations and that is because of the human creativity and of 

the progress of the social sciences environment that is in a constant motion. The possibility of the 

combination of the older methods with the new ones can not be excluded.

Our Ecclesial orientation to already and not yet, lead us to experience the knowledge of 

our revealed faith in a taste of the core of the Orthodox faith and to confession  of the incarnate 

Truth. The church must continually reinvent themselves to be dynamic and efficient, perfectly 

adaptable to new postmodern context,  the Ecclesia may not be static and inert.
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