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THESIS ABSTRACT 

 

Analyzing the work of  Father Dumitru Stăniloae and that of the philosopher Lucian Blaga and  

their reception by the contemporary consciousness, we see that their intended bibliography is a true 

monument heritage that enriches our culture and also our national libraries in the country and beyond. 

Many have written about the work in question and they have written a lot and well, and people will be 

certainly writing for  a long time, since the rich content of their creation has not yet been exhausted, 

continuously being revealed new meanings and new dimensions.  

When you face the mirror approach of these two leaders of our national culture, an attempt of a  

comparative approach and at times contrasting, thing which interested us mostly in this study, one   

faces a high  risk. We have tried to cover  the bibliography of this topic as well as possible, ending  up 

being overwhelmed by the amount of existing texts, sometimes our theme being in the small clues, 

sometimes allusions in other situations in articles, studies and books, reported more or less, dealt with 

different tools, so we came to believe that a complete depletion of the bibliographic resources is 

equivalent to a utopia. Therefore to gather information you must apply a certain  method. This came as 

a light, after following the work Parables of Jesus. Truth as a story,  by Andrei Pleşu. This author was 

in a similar situation when he proposed  himselt to write  this very mentioned book , initially without a 

successful  perspective. Being in front of  endless shelves containing material approaches of  the topic 

which interested him, he asks the advice of Professor Peter Schäfer, Princeton, how to proceed: << He 

said that we should risk. Take away everything that does not seem essential, relying on your instinct 

and experience, but  admit that you can  be seriously misleaded. But it is unthinkable to read all '' (A. 

Pleşu, 2012).  

 Curiculum vitae……………………………………………………………………. p. 298 

 Statement of honesty …………………………………………………………....... p. 306 

 Contents …………………………………………………………………………… p. 307 
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Our Great libraries in the country hoste thse bibliographical sources, so they should be checked 

with genuine investigator exactness. We believe that our approach is one that can open new 

perspectives in the research controversy under discussion, as some chapters of this thesis are 

developed without any other study to have covered this hermeneutic approach in the way we did. We 

do not therefore claim our  work to be one with a closed character.  

   We start off with the belief held by Lucian Blaga himself: ” criticism is by definition "an 

essay", because it can never be exhaustive. Through the  nature of the object its  means, critcs   falls  

under such conditions  that keep it  on an endless road. " (L. Black, Spirit ERES, 2001).  

 In the first chapter About the person and personality of Father Stăniloae and  that of Lucian 

Blaga - a brief analysis, we aimed to portray the profile of the  man of culture  Stăniloae Dumitru and 

then that of Lucian Blaga, in terms of their contributions to the national culture. Although the 

professional career of the two areas experienced different manifestations, historical destiny makes 

their intersection inevitable because theology and philosophy can be considered, without being too 

harsh criticised, related fields, addressing common problems and proposing sometimes convergent 

solutions, some other times not. 

Father Stăniloae bases his theological discourse  on the authority of the  millennial patristic and 

post patristic theology, taking into account the cultural context of the twentieth century,   always being  

concerned about the events around him and always optimistic. Through his work, Father Stăniloae 

proved himself  a theologian deeply inspired, who highlights the role of  theology of superiorly 

understanding   life and its things. The work created by Father Stăniloae is a victory of the Orthodox 

Church, theis work bringing  on the Romanian culture realm a different kind of theology, a moderate 

one with  a clear contact to life. Then we  identify the essential coordinates of Father Stăniloae’s  

theology as personalistic, ontological theology, a theology of communion and divine love. An original 

,significant contribution of  Father Stăniloae’s activity is found in the way he addresses issues of 

philokalic spirituality, which highlights how to get  closer  to God without falling prey to  excesses and 

pietisms. 

 The Method of exposure or the dogmatic ideas or of those  of philokalic spirituality had the gift 

to strengthen the belif  that man is not forsaken of God, that He works for man in the world, his 

theology  being  a dynamic and optimistic one, also accessible to any Christian. 
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Afterwards, I drew  an outline of  the personality  of the philosopher Lucian Blaga who was 

just as creative and prolific and who succeeded to achieve in the Romanian culture an original 

philosophical system, which is often compared with Kant’s  or Hegel’s  value. We are approaching  a 

significant milestone during the assertion of Lucian Blaga i.e.  his collaboration with the magazine 

Gândirea, as well as the development of relations with Nichifor Crainic, until the emergence of 

differences of opinion, because  actually this is the way the dispute around the Christian dogma  with 

an autonomous philosophical thought  arose ,which predicted a  future broad ,debate on the theme of 

this difference, which has resulted in controversy  between Lucian Blaga and Dumitru Stăniloae and 

generally with  orthodox Christian theology. We recognize in the person of Lucian Blaga a classic of 

the Romanian culture, which by his  lyric reminds us of   Eminescu and through  his philosophical 

system, the Romanian philosophy reaching a universal size. 

 In the second chapter, Prolegomena to the debate between Dumitru Stăniloae and Lucian 

Blaga, we establish  the contextual premises of the controversy Stăniloae - Blaga, the polemical work 

of the two helping in some way to the understanding of their work. Then we try to argue, to 

substantiate this contrastive analysis of the legitimacy of theological reactions to a philosophy 

inconsistent with  the Christian doctrine, which Father Stăniloae initiates calling even on philosophical 

instruments and not on a strictly theological perspective, establishing resorts in this, from which we 

start the hermeneutic approach, because otherwise we could not understand why theology should 

intervene where it would not  belong, namely in the realm of philosophy. It would be too simplistic 

exegesis and somewhat comfortable in a polemic with echo in the Romanian culture. 

 We start the analysis of this controversy from the idea that any value in this world makes  room 

for all sorts of debates, otherwise it can not be imposed as valid. Theology has always used the 

philosophy towards understanding their beliefs, and thus developing the  speculative  thought. We 

have  not approached an exclusivist point of view that would leave room for a cold separation between 

theology and philosophy, for both target the  Absolute which they want to conquer, although they use 

different methods. Lucian Blaga's creation is not tackled jointly, this thesis pursuing strictly the  

philosophical errors that reach  the Christian doctrine, for his  literary work, poetic or dramatic gets 

even closer  to the Christian doctrine, even if as  a popular form. 

 From the beginning we have established that the reaction of Father Dumitru Stăniloae is an 

apologetic one, but remaining open to dialogue, to the world, the reaction to the philosophy of Lucian 
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Blaga not being an isolated episode of his work, for Father Stăniloae took action against other 

misconceptions too, which at one  point had arisen within the Church, in theology-the episode to 

which we refer is tied to S. Bulgakov. 

 The spark that lit the fire of controversy Stăniloae - Blaga  was the  printing of the  book 

Religion and Spirit as well as the  interview given by Lucian Blaga to Doina Peteanu in the Life 

newspaper, interview that emphasizes the consideration that Orthodoxy was falsely identified with 

Romanism, while that she was actually a part of this  Romaninism. 

  We then set the lifespan of this controversy, which once appeared in 1942, extended  up to 

1944; in 1987, 1988 date the last references   Father Stăniloae made  (Lucian Blaga died in 1961) on 

the controversy he had with philosopher Blaga. From various studies and articles of Father Dumitru 

Stăniloae we loose the idea that the reaction has not meant a challenge to the author, but a reprimand 

for not recognizing the foundation of Christian values of the  Romanian spirituality.  

 An important part of this thesis, in Chapter II, it is our approach to analyze how the work 

Religion and Spirit was perceived, how  its  appearance was announced in the press, this approach 

being  achieved, to our knowledge, in no other research up to now. We see from this exposure that the 

first signal of the book Religion and  Spirit does not belong to a theologian, as we can expect. The 

signal that this review will give, will be one in which the considerations of Lucian Blaga on the 

argument that religion is not divine, will draw sharp criticism, which was subsequently materialized. 

But, he considers  justified the human tendency to reveal mysteries, as a move towards perpetual 

Absolut. We  find in this approach that the first authorized reaction to the theological content of the 

book mentioned  belongs to Nicolae Terchilă.   

We will follow successively all these reviews in the press, trying to find which were favorable 

to the book and which weren’t, how long they had been  published and which ones generated some 

feedback from Lucian Blaga. 

 Chapter III, entitled The Thematic content of  the Controversy, is intended as a thematical-

doctrinal approach, this being a comparative analysis of the ideas supported by the philosopher Lucian 

Blaga,which  were considered by Father Dumitru Stăniloae remote from the  spirit and the Christian 

dogmatic tradition and  trying to capture what explanation Father Stăniloae gave as a reply to the 

philosopher. We consider the concepts of Blaga’s  philosophical system, which were added by the 
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creator of this system to create new meanings to build a new  imaginary, mythological universe in 

whose center he places in the of the Great Anonymous. In front of the metaphysical center of the 

world  the mind stops, He remains a mystery impenetrable by man. The Great Anonymous is in  an 

ungrateful, troubled stateof mind: on the one hand He would either like to implement the ability to 

reproduce himself, situation in which he  would lose the situation of the central control, given the 

many other metaphysical centers emerged as replicas of   the Great Anonymous, or to restrain this 

impulse and not to convert into reality  the power with which he is endowed, which would prove that 

He  is Great. The presentation that Blaga  makes to the Grand Anonymous is one where what animates  

the Great Anonymous is but a desire to preserve the centrality into existence, to oppose any lifting of 

the search and human knowledge, any initiative that equals a danger, a danger that would threaten the 

balance of the existential nature. 

   We will find that Father Dumitru Stăniloae tore  this theory to pieces  talking about the 

existential dynamic process in which man is involved, moving permanently in the infinity of God, 

climbing the  suprarational towards  God without dissolving the Divine Being who comes in the most 

intimate proximity of  the human being from love for His  creation, a love that He also shares. The 

Trinitarian foundation of creation enabled Father Dumitru Stăniloe   to avoid human and creational  

empowerment, the world  having  sense only in relation to man, becoming  an additional, intermediate 

means of dialogue with man. 

 Compared to Lucian Blaga’s  cosmology in  Father Dumitru Stăniloae’s  cosmology we find 

involved a movement of humanity towards Divinity, but not without an effect, but in an optimistical  

sense, for God was not isolated in transcendence, but He meets the man, being in  a continuous 

movement toward humans. Father Dumitru Stăniloae will highlight the element that distinguishes the  

Great  Anonymous from the Christian God, i.e. God's openness to dialogue. We thus introduce the 

idea of dialogue as a sense of personal existence through which man reaches that knowledge so 

prohibited to  the  rational creature in relationship to the Great Anonymous from Blaga's philosophy. 

We will  bring   into discution the idea of revelation, also denied by  Lucian Blaga, who believes that 

any cultural creation of man is itself revelation, this having nothing inspired in itself, inspiration  about 

which the  Christian theology speaks, strongly sustained by Father Dumitru Stăniloae. 

 Further, we are trying to point out that the assertion of divine truth through dogma is not 

equivalent to an exclusion of intellectual activity or a narrowing of her. The importance of dogma, as   
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theology perceives it, is that it, just it owns a certain truth, for its origins are in  Revelation, his 

theoretical formulation being made by the consensus of the whole Church, through debate and not 

based on opinions of one man. In terms of understanding Revelation, Fr. Dumitru Stăniloae will 

highlight the role of reason, but not autonomously, but of a reason remaining in close contact with 

God. The chapter continues with considerations of Lucian Blaga’s report with Christianity, understood  

itself as a tangential one, because the philosopher does not recognize Christianity that element of 

superiority in relation to other religions, namely the  belief in Deity’s  movement towards  man, which 

would have consequences both on man - highlighting the value of the human person - and on the 

Divinity itself, which would not be understood as inert and  a deeply isolated selfishness. 

 In Chapter IV The  Pamphlet, or the Polemic Debate  of Ideas intertwined with the Polemic 

of words we will analyze the debate between Father Dumitru Stăniloae and Lucian Blaga via 

pamphlets, i.e .  those ironic and mocking attacks  with words born from the confrontation of ideas by 

which was meant the polemical humiliation of the partner. At this stage, the dialogue basically 

transforms the verbal flagellation of the opponent into  personal attacks, even if originally unintended.  

In the case of Lucian Blaga, who wrote pamphlets on other occasions, they present us with the a  

philosopher in the state of a creator of a system touched with pride, for the criticism directed against 

his philosophical system he  felt wrongly  boycotted this ruining his mental balance. An Unfortunate 

episode in which the  ideas remain in the background, the priority becoming  the contesting person 

who was to receive a lesson, the pamphlets, prepared in a literary style proving talent remain 

impassable  to be  overlooked in understanding the polemical stage in the life of the two. 

 In Chapter V, Roots of an  Offensive Criticism , wetackle several directions in which we will 

bring to light the explanation for the appearance of those harsh reactions from Lucian Blaga, from his 

silence, his anthological  dumbness of his personality always reserved, impenetrable, which does not 

allow  the  intuition of  such outputs. We'll see how his work and its occurrence in the press, or if we're 

talking about drama - how it  was received by the public and the critics in the field, was in general the 

reason of  Blaga's reaction either as satisfaction, when criticism was laudatory or harsh reaction and 

defense by any means, when the opposite happened. We will also probe several psychological 

dimensions to try the understanding  of the unspoken -speech-silence ralation  to see if other’s  interest 

arose whether his work was reflected in the thinking of others. We will investigate with the  purpose  

of clarifying the place of Lucian Blaga in relation with  rationalism, agnosticimul, atheism, watching 
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the reactions coming from other personalities of the time, both theologians and noncleric scholars   in 

the press in the country. 

 The last chapter, Polemics of Lucian Blaga and Dumitru Stăniloae, in the light of researchof  

the last few years - some references, we want to be understood as an attempt to open up horizons of 

research, which could be analyzed the newest doctoral theses that were the subject of polemical work 

of these two personalities, directly or indirectly, firstly those  unpublished, then the public and critics 

of contemporary interest for polemical debate, especially on the theology - philosophy line. We will 

make in this thesis some references for this purpose, following individualizing elements of these  

research papers which we want to point out, to see if the controversy that we dealt with might generate 

other meanings or meanings yet vague  up to the date. 

 We will conclude the thesis by naturally inserting the Conclusions occurring at the end of any 

research of this kind, claiming that the reply and explanations given by Father Dumitru Stăniloae 

during this episode, which were  the most resounding of all theological reactions Lucian Blaga has 

known, one can deduce the belief that he wanted passed, namely that any form of culture is required to 

be fulfilled in the divine values, stored in Christianity. Then, the same culture to contribute to 

strengthening of  the bond  between people, overcoming the hardest temptation that lurks, that of    

remaining  in the elitarist pride and contempt, excessively  growing their  own selves. And theology is 

also part and parcel of the culture in an  prioric and  axiomatic way , its role being to achieve the 

maximum fulfillment of the human person. A culture that does not relate to the truth revealed  was 

seen by the Father Stăniloae as a  worthless one that lead to nowhere, therefore the polemic that we 

have dealt with represents a battle  of the Christian Church against the  phenomenon of secularization 

and   with the tendency of relativism of the  fundamental dogmatic truths of the Church without 

minimizing, in any way, the role of the philosopher Lucian Blaga in the Romanian culture, his work, 

as well as the work of any great thinker, with both ups and downs, or to attempt a reduction of the 

admiration we  bear for him, bringing his  contribution to the entry of  our culture in modernity, along 

with Nae Ionescu, Mircea Eliade, Emil Cioran, Eugen Ionesco, Noica, Petre Ţuţea, Pârvan Vasile 

Nicolae Iorga etc. Perhaps the statement of the Metropolitan Bishop Antonie Plămădeală appears 

justified in this context: about Lucian Blaga and about his philosophical system, if we were not be 

theologians, we would probably talk only with admiration (A. Plămădeală, from A. Russo, Eminescu 

and Goga, Blaga, and Nicholas Stăniloae from Rohia, 1997). 
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 Father Dumitru Stăniloae was firm and even intransigent in defending the dogmatic truth 

revealed, saying he can not discuss the Divinity without experience of living in it, not a mere doctrine 

Trinitarian dogma or ideology, but the experience of  the Christian community, The God lived by 

Christians being present here and now. By Lucian Blaga’s hesitation of indentifying  of the Great 

Anonymous identifies with God, the philosopher distances himself self both from the scientific 

knowledge and theological one. The Theology represented by Father Dumitru Stăniloae was one that 

also philosophically bent  on the biblical truths that proved inconsistent with pantheistic philosophical 

truths that do not pass the value of the human person and do not give a real sense of life and human 

existence. The Philosophy promoted by Lucian Blaga blocked  the man in this world, then it  isolated 

him  from the world beyond personal reason and truth. Therefore, the debate on who the philosopher 

Blaga was invited by Father Dumitru Stăniloae will fail, irritation of Lucian Blaga expressing his pride 

enshrined in the Romanian culture towards the younger theologian, unable him to accept the 

confrontation of ideas on a lofty theological field because the philosopher could not accept the defeat 

of the theses that we had promoted. 

 We see  the polemics on which we have dealt  as a contribution to the dialogue with his culture 

with contemporary thinking, showing man's relationship with God and God with man as a dynamic 

report, which comes from the  authentic tradition of the Church. This is because the dialogue was an 

existential dimension  for Father Dumitru Staniloae, dialog rooted in the observation of the Savior's 

own life, the life in which  Christ  was  in dialogue with various people, many of whom were the 

sinners, but without losing their  identity. Father Staniloae realized and reported that Christian 

spirituality can destroy the dichotomy between the modern culture and Christianity, can strengthen 

bridges of dialogue with philosophy, trying to emphasize and exploit thought and Christian patristic 

tradition by opening an honest and a relevant confrontation to contemporary thinking, being by this 

balanced, imbued with the desire to reconcile and combine, not reduced to narrowness, stiffness and 

condemnation. 

 The two books, Religion and Spiritand Mr Lucian Blaga’s  position towards Christianity and 

Orthodoxy remain two ireconciliabire books, but this reassessment of the debate between the two 

pioneers of the Romanian culture of the last century, between two great personalities, at  more than 

seventy years since it happened, we consider it a reason for today's generation to stimulate thinking to  

broaden our horizons and to point out new directions of orientation, from the conviction of a clear link 
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between the Romanian Orthodox spirituality of the Romanian people. This polemic contributes 

essentially to the opening of broad prospects for the original Romanian Orthodox philosophy, in a 

period of fierce intellectual and moral diversion, in which one could not testify the living experience of 

God as alive and present in the fact that He  inspires people with  ideas. Culture can become the reason 

of conversion and Father Stăniloae knew this, for he used the means of contemporary culture, 

contributing to building a the mediator philosophy between the knowledge of the natural and the 

spiritual things (Doru Costache, An Endless Colloquium, 2003). 

 Studying this controversy yet sent us the belief that culture is not a distress for  spiritual life, 

and between the priesthood and culture is by no means any separation, on the contrary, the lack of 

culture in the lives of the servants of the Christian Church is a source of weakness and poverty inward. 

And this culture is not only in its theological dimension, but reflects on all coordinates of life in which   

culture can manifest itself. This polemic proved that the reproach brought to  priests in general which 

is to be lagging behind the culture,of being a representative of the ignorance and ritualism, or 

retrograde spirit, does not find any justification, Father Stăniloae’s  personality being recognized at the 

highest academic level through his recival among the members of the Romanian Academy, 

recognition actually enjoyed by Lucian Blaga also. Through the work of Father Stăniloae, which is 

reflected in its written response to the views of the philosopher Lucian Blaga, we believe that the 

Church could further enjoy cultural prestige, and the belief that it was transmited  to the world that in 

the Church we  can find  culture. Father Staniloae did enough to prove to the world that the Church 

can prove to the layworld culture, and moreover, that the true knowledge and culture  is made by  the 

Church through the ministry and preaching of the Personal, Supreme Truth. 

 We do not believe in the end that the subject is closed, or completely exhausted. We want to 

see only this research as an effort to understand the controversy that should not be treated with 

ignorance and superficiality, as  it was a dispute as serious as it  may be and  a  far-reaching one also. 
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