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The starting point or initial premises of this doctoral
dissertation is about today’s reality with the dramatic lowering of
the level of dogmatic consciousness of the members the
Orthodox church. St. Jude the Apostle speaks about the need of
defending the True Faith in the following way: "I have felt the
need and urge to write to you to contend earnestly, to fight for
the faith once delivered to the saints, once and for all " (Jude 3),
and the French theologian Jean-Claude Larchet, the one who has
converted to Orthodoxy, stresses in his work that the teaching of
the Right Faith and its confession is a very important criterion of
belonging to the Orthodox Church. Dogma is essential in the life
of the Church.

Dogma, worship and spirituality are manifestations of the
life in the Spirit of the Church. For this reason, they cannot be
understood separately.

Key words: Orthodoxy, dogma, Church, conversion,
mission, spirituality, liturgical life.

This research paper has an introduction, five main chapters
and a conclusion, plus a list of abbreviations and references.

The introduction consists of the argument, relevancy and
research objectives, with the direct purpose to reveal the
significance and applicability of the demarche, to analyze the
actual stage of the enquiry into the theme, to define more
accurately the title terminology and to exemplify the appealed
methodological progress. In concerns to the time frame, the
research had reference to testimonials about Orthodoxy
proclaimed at the beginning of the 20" century, but highly stated
the ones from the last quarter of the époque.

The paper aims- after the examination process of the
Orthodox attestations associated to some contemporaneous- to
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identify the connection and reports between these memorials and
others from the past, discover old and new reasons which leaded
to misunderstood knowledge of the Orthodoxy, but also to
evaluate the consequences of the orthodox unawareness in the
modern society. Apart from the intent to examine exhaustively
the topic, the work supports those who request to study
thoroughly this complex subject.

The fundamental term of this thesis is orthodoxy, from
Greek opBodo&ia, which clerically designates both right faith,
meaning unalloyed primary learning word opposed to heresy
(kakodoxia)-  implicitly having the valences of the right
consideration (cult) and right experience (spirituality)- and
through extended nomination the Orthodox Church, as divine-
human institution whose Head is Christ God-Man. Another
important term is ecumenical which mentions the permanent and
universal nature of testimonials, quantitative- geographical and
qualitative, reflecting the authority of the revealed truth for the
entire Church. With this meaning, the most used ecclesiastical
syntagm is owovpeVikT] 6Ovodog (Ecumenical Synod). It makes
sense that the word ecumenical is not synonym with
“ecumenist.”

In the first chapter, The mission, and the orthodox
memorial in todays world, after defining the mission and
confession terms from an orthodox point of view, the cultural-
economic context is presented and at the same time, a possible
portrait of the contemporaneous orthodox missionary is
proposed. This chapter emphasizes more exactly these two
aspects of the mission came etymologically from Latin missionis
(send or throw, but also gratitude or forgiveness): internally
(related to penitence Sacrament) and externally (related to
orthodox confession in the world).



Among dominant directions committed to nowadays
mission and briefly presented are denominated by terms like:
humanism, nihilism, secularize, globalization, postmodernism.

Within this division there are introduced some realities
and missionary challenges of today's church, starting with
precise testimonials, thematically grouped in subchapters:
Missionary priorities nowadays, The Parish- forming community
for orthodox missionaries, Conversion and mission, Migration
and mission, Mission and Christian dialogue, The Orthodoxy
and sectarian proselytism.

In the second chapter of this paper, CHURCH- TRUTH
PILLAR AND CORE, it follows the presentation of the
memorials which describe the Orthodoxy as Church or "True
Church of Christ"!, displayed as divine-human institution meant
to last to the end of the world, according to the promise of the
Saviour: "And I say to you, that you are Peter and on this rock I
will build My Church and any gate of hell can't subdue it."?

There are also brought forward the Church's
characteristics: Unity and Uniqueness, Sanctity, Catholicity
(universality and ecumenicity) and Apostolic part, along with her
historic continuity. Further more the connection between Church,
Bible and Tradition is underlined in order to argue in the
subchapter Critical attitudes towards Orthodoxy about different
disavowals in regards to the Orthodoxy as Church: Reactions to
the claim of the Orthodox Church to be the unique Church, The
Church corruption theory in the first centuries, Popular
Orthodoxy- disorder image of the reality, A type of protestants
before the Reform. In the last two chapters of this division- A

! Sfantul Iustin Popovici, Biserica ortodoxa si ecumenismul, trad. de Adrian
Tanasescu, editia a [I-a revizuita, Ed. Fundatiei ,,Justin Parvu”, Suceava,
2012, p. 9.

2 Matei 16, 18.



protestant teacher answers to critics in the directions of
Orthodoxy and Romano- catholic personalities favourable for
orthodox tradition- are brought into discussion some statements
of famous personalities from Protestantism and Catholicism, who
support some aspects to which their fellows are opposed to.

In the third chapter, THE RIGHT LEARNING OF FAITH
AND HER CONFESSION, the Orthodoxy as right faith is
described in comparison with the wrong faith, the heresy. The
fundamental notion taken into consideration is the orthodox
dogma, revealed, saving truth mentioned under the divine
inspiration of the Saint Spirit, kept and spread though the
common agreement of the Church. An individual chapter was
proper for presenting unalterable meaning of the faith truth,
contrary to the facts outside Church where the dogmas changes
proved to be an imminent phenomenon, subject discussed in the
subchapters: Christianity without faith? and The Content of the
faith can be different even if there are used the same terms. The
last chapter from this division, The Faith Orthodoxy- union
condition, gets started a subject often discussed nowadays. For
the Orthodox Church the orthodox meaning of the confessed
faith is a sine que non-condition of the union possibility with
other religious groups. Therefore, both the Saint Baptize and the
Anointment Sacrament (if it is the case of returning to
Orthodoxy), the crucial moment of the sacrament is preceded by
the separation of the heterodox learning and the confession of the
glorious faith. Meanwhile at the Divine Liturgy those who
receive the Eucharist- prior- have confessed the right faith with
the Article of Faith. 3 The French orthodox theologian Jean

3 In concern to this, the Priest Dumitru Staniloae emphasized the connection

between dogma and liturgy: “In reality not from the Eucharist comes the right

faith, but the true Eucharist results from the right faith or the encounter of the

true Christ. Therefore, also the communion of the true Eucharist bases on the
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Claude Larchet expresses concisely this idea upon his
affirmation: "We have to believe in the union of all Christians to
one and only Church. But we believe that this one and only
Church is Orthodox Church"*.

In the fourth chapter, THE ORTHODOX LITURGY AND
SPIRITUALITY, Orthodoxy is approached within the meaning of
the right worship and right way of living, closely related to each
other. From the subchapters: The Divine Liturgy-The Mystery of
the Church, Confessions regarding the church services, The
church music, it 1s shown the fact that the Church services
conserve the orthodox dogmatic seal and in the subchapter
Western liturgical reforms-expression of the reforms regarding
faith it is highlighted the fact that dogma change entails changes
in worship.

In a similar way, things happen in the case of spirituality,
as it is shown in the subchapters: The link between dogma and
ethos, Phylocalical spirituality, True and false spirituality. In the
following subchapters some essential aspects of spirituality and
spiritual life were presented, these aspects are often found in the
testimonies of those who talk about Orthodoxy: The Orthodox
icon and the Holy cross, Theotokos-the mother of the orthodox,
the martyrs, and the saints of the church. the Holy relics, Images
of orthodox servants, Salvation as deification.

In the fifth subchapter, Conversion-, Clothing in Christ",
after the first two main meanings of the notion of conversion in
an orthodox manner are explained, this being understood as a
return to oneself, types and dominant motivations of conversions

unity of the right faith. How can we know that the Eucharist has the Body and
the Blood of Christ, only the right faith tells us." cf. Pr. prof. dr. Dumitru
Staniloae, Spiritualitate si comuniune in Liturghia ortodoxd, Ed. Mitropoliei
Olteniei, Craiova, 1986, p. 398-399.
4 Razvan Codrescu (ed.), Occidentali convertiti la Ortodoxie: Drumuri spre
adevar, ed. a II-a, Ed. Lumea Credintei, Bucuresti, 2012, p. 159.
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are presented. Therefore, based on testimonies, are presented
issues related to embracing Orthodoxy in the following
subchapters: ,, You can not be orthodox outside Orthodoxy,”
Feeling the call and deciding to follow it, the entrance gate to
Orthodoxy and the Orthodoxy seen as ,,home.”

It follows a subchapter which presents some illustrative
case studies related to the Orthodoxy of certain contemporary
personalities, namely: former American pastors ( with a
particular focus on Father Peter E. Gillquist and The Case EOC),
James Bernstein-,,A Jew amazed by Christ", contemporary
philosophers recently converted to Orthodoxy ( Professors Rico
Vitz , Richard Otte, Kelly Dean Jolley, Jonathan D. Jacobs,
David Bradshaw, Travis Dumsday, academician Richard
Swinburne), professor and missionary T. H. Engelhardt Jr.,
Hollywood actor Jonathan Jackson. The chapter is concluded
with the original testimony of Father Archdeacon Martin H.
Lissmann regarding his conversion, this testimony having a
conclusive value: Orthodoxy and its mission nowadays.

The confession of the true faith from people who represent
the highest court of science and culture - being equally opinion
leaders- is extremely important and valuable. It is especially
valuable as it takes place in a certain arena, which is the
academic space, from which Christianity-especially the orthodox
one-it was tried to be exiled even from post-Enlightenment era.
But now-after two and a half centuries of Enlightenment
rationalism- these attempts have not entirely reached their goal,
even if the inimical forces to the faith in Christ potentiated their
opposition at the beginning of this century when atheistic secular
powers struggled to create a world without God and even to issue
laws against nature; paradoxically, a significant number of
intellectual and artistic members of the academic elite returned to
Orthodox East, to the true faith kept -not without many
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sacrifices-in the Orthodox Church. Another reason for which
these conversions are extraordinary is mentioned by Professor H.
Engelhardt in an interview made in Romania.

,»Converting of an intellectual is very hard, because
intellectuals love themselves very much. Therefore, we should be
the hardest to convert.”

Knowing them represents a necessity of great importance,
especially for the pastoral and catechetical mission of the
Church. These and many others talk about the orthodox faith as
they have known and experienced it, and their experiences show
us that the same Holy Ghost is the One that brightens even to this
day those who get close to God with good faith, just like the
same Ghost has brightened the Saints and the God-bearer Fathers
gathered at the Ecumenical Councils once.

The words-with testamentary value-addressed by Father
Dumitru Staniloae to the professors at the Faculty of Theology in
Sibiu, with the occasion of the symposium organized in his
honour right in the year when Lord took him, are full of hope:
"My theological works have forced me to stay in the last 60
years in the Christian belief of the real ontological connection
between God in the Trinity and humanity, which are seen also by
some occidental theologists from different confessions and to be
considered as a help towards their ecumenical return into the
truthful and redeemed Christianism, that is the Orthodoxy.”®

As a final conclusion to this work we present the calling
addressed by the missionary professor converted to the

> H. T. Engelhardt, ,, Forced to become orthodox” in vol. Orthodoxy in the
Occident..., Paul Siladi, Ortodoxia in Occident. 10 convertiri, Ed. Renasterea,
Cluj-Napoca, 2014, p. 37.

6 Father. Prof. PhD. Dumitru Stiniloae, in vol. Person and communion. The
offering of honouring Father Professor Scholar Dumitru Staniloae at the day
of becoming 90 years-old, Ed. of the Orthodox Archdiocese from Sibiu, Sibiu,
1993, p. 639.
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Orthodoxy, Clark Carlton at the end of one of his most important
books, that it's reading has helped tremendously many searchers
of the Truth-Christ: "The Church does not want to judge the
destiny of those outside of it; God Himself is the One that judges
all. And still, from her love for mankind, it calls all to join her.
The Church, and only she-is the Body of Christ, the fulfillment
of the One that fulfils all in all." (Ephesians 1, 23). Towards this
fulfillment calls the entire world. Toward this calling, it calls
you. The Spirit and the bride say, «Come. »" (Revelation 22,
17).”

Despite the overwhelming times in which we live, there are
many voices that give testimony that the unchangeable essence
of Orthodoxy is and remains the best cure for all people and for
all times. Postmodernity, with all the ghosts that rule it, cannot
fight the authenticity of Orthodoxy. It is the observation made
with all conviction by the converts®, however, it is important to
state that the right faith has to be lived, as Father Macarie
Simonopetritul stated: ,,Our orthodox faith is very alive, it does
not need to fear secularization, which undermines and destroys
our occidental civilization; although we must assimilate it
sufficiently, by living it each day, as the vital centre of our
existence.”

7 Prof. PhD. Clark Carlton, Calea de la Protestantism la Ortodoxie, trad. de
Marian Sorin Radulescu, Ed. Ecclesiast, Sibiu, 2010, p. 211.
8 For example, the Italian Luca said: ,,And, after all, what is beautiful in this
modern life, in which someone wants on purpose to stay away from orthodox
life? What does it have beautiful? In any respect the life lived like nothing can
be changed.”, cf. Luca Zolli, The fight by a practicing catholic to receive the
baptism in Orthodoxy, in ,,Orthodox Press”, no. 8 (2009), p. 37.
° Tonut Marinescu and Augustin Paunoiu, The belief in Resurection, the
finding of the plenitude of life, http://ziarullumina.ro/credinta-in-Inviere-
gasirea-plinatatii-vietii-100744.html, posted at the 9 of April 2015, accessed
at the 21* of January 2016.
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Bringing forward the confession of those that discover and
confess Orthodoxy as the One and Only, Saint, Catholic,
Apostolic Church, it should be for us, as Romanians, a duty of
conscience, at least to those who have fought and sacrificed
along the ages for us to remain orthodox.
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