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The thesis entitled Priest Professor Vasile Gheorghiu- Life and Work is structured in
12 chapters developed in 464 pages which end with 5 annexes of essential importance for
the contents of the work. A doctoral thesis on prof.vasile Gheorghiu’s work was considered
to be necessary as he was one of the greatest professors of Orthodox Theology whose
masterpiece has never lost its value and importance. Moreover, studying his impressive
work enables us to analyse closely and understand clearly the big issues of the humankind in
the second half of the 19-th century. Although some topics may seem forgotten- the problem
with the calendar, Easter time and other, they were essential at a certain point for the
Romanian Orthodox Church which was forced to give the most precise answers according to
the Bible.

The domain in which Prof. Vasile Gheorghiu excelled was the study of the New
Testament. In order to interpret it as proper as possible he used two routes: bringing his
contribution the development of the university research and on the other hand achieving his
fulfilment as a cleric and Christian. The Church acknowledges that the Holy Bible not only
talks about Jesus Christ and his preaching and teachings, but also that It actually Is the Word
of God. The knowledge of the Bible means the unity with the Christ and this unity was made
accessible for all the Christians by Prof. Vasile Gheorghiu with the help of his amazing
works. His collection of works were so incredibly accessible written so as everybody could
read them beginning with university professors and teachers and ending with any good
Christian willing to get to know Jesus Christ. This entire struggle to revive the studies of
Prof. Vasile Gheorghiu was in fact the study of a whole period of time of our country and
Church. The Priest Professor Haralambie Roventa is one of the priests who stated the close
link between the evolution of the Romanian State and the Romanian Educational System and
in particular the Theological Educational System: ‘It’s not a coincidence that the Faculty of
Theology from Bucharest was founded in the same year when Romania was declared a
Reign in the year 1881. Together with the raise of the Romanian Counties to the title of
Reign, the theological schools and academies raise to the title of Faculty of Theology

belonging to the University of Bucharest. Our Romanian people has made enormous



progress in all the cultural branches including the theological one. It is interesting to take
into consideration the work accomplished in the most important part of Theology, this being
the New Testament. This work helps us to continue the scientific research our predecessors
started decades ago. Priest Haralambie Roventa thought strictly about the evolution of the
Romanian Theological System and the entire Theological Science in the last part of the 19-
th century and the 20-th century. Following his manner of thinking, intuition and knowledge,
it becomes more challenging and relevant to analyse the theological evolution beginning
from earlier years- 1875- until today. He outlined his work around the year 1881 when the
Faculty of Theology was founded and this work explores the historical part as the work of
Vasile Gheorghiu is closely related to the Faculty of Theology from Cernauti, founded in
1875. Studying Prof.Vasile Gheroghiu’s work we have access to memorable moments in the
evolution of the Romanian Theological System as ‘The greatest and the most scientific work
in the field of the New Testament belongs to Prof. Vasile Gheorghiu whose contribution has
marked the last 30 years’. What is to be underlined is that the evolution of The Theological
System in Bucovina was different from the whole Romanian System of the time, due to the
historical and social realities of the years between 1774 and 1918. The only Theological
School in Bucovina, during the Austro-Hungarian occupation which lasted for 144 years,
was The Theological Institute from Cernauti, which was turned into the Faculty of Theology
belonging to the Imperial University in Cernauti. The University from Cernauti together
with the Faculty of Law, the Faculty of Philosophy and the Faculty of Theology were
organized according to the regulations imposed by the occidental universities. Being born in
this historical context and having a distinct evolution, the teachers and students had access to
courses and libraries of important universities from the Occident. Thus, all the great minds
and experiences have joined together to define what is now the Theological Educational
System in Bucovina whose archetypical figure is represented by Priest Professor Vasile

Gheorghiu.



2. Relevance and Actuality of the Topic in Recent Research

In a tumultuous period of time in which our Church is asked to discuss great issues, in
which huge temptations appear along the way for the Christians, it is the Church’s duty to
respond to the moral need of our contemporary society, to provide people with support and
spiritual nourishment. This knowledge comes from the intense study of the Bible, the
considerable works of the Holly Priests and the Writers of the Church. One of these
emblematic persons was Prof. Vasile Gheorghiu as Grigorie T. Marcu himself stated: ‘The
personality of the Priest Professor Vasile Gheorghiu climaxed in the scientist who led the
Romanian Orthodox Science to a thriving level’. All the people who knew him, either
teachers or colleagues concluded that ‘For 37 years of successful and productive activity,
Prof. Vasile Gheorghiu proved his impeccable and unique personality and also he revealed
the truth of his teachings in a way that he charmed his students. His courses as well as his
lectures held his audience spellbound as they sprang from his endless Christian love’.
Another apprentice of the Prof. Vasile Gheorghiu stated: ‘He was to become the supreme
pride of the Faculty of Orthodox Theology from Cernauti and one of the glories of the
Romanian Orthodox Theology forever’. He started his career as a teacher on 31-st of August
1901 in the department of the Study and Exegesis the New Testament at the Faculty of
Theology in Cernauti following his illustrious predecessor, professor Vladimir de Repta
until the 1-st of October 1938 when he retired. The deepness of thoughts and the magnificent
methodological teaching mingled successfully in his classes which made the students remark
that half of the course could be learned in class. He was definitely a forerunner who
expressed himself in theological heated-debated problems of that time: the problem with the
adjusting the calendar, the problem with the franc masonry, the problems related to the
textual criticism of the Bible, problems related to the date of Easter, problems with the
biblical exegesis and others. There were many attempts of solving these problems by
Romanian priests but none succeeded to explain and solve as Prof. Gheorghiu did, according
to what Prof. H. Roventa remarked:  Such a vast masterpiece cannot be analysed here. Its
contribution is enormous. It is enough only to mention that he gave us the Romanian version

of the scientific study of The Life and Activity of Saint Apostle Paul, the norms of textual



criticism in The Recent Reforms in the Criticism of The New Testament, about the problem
with the synopsis in The Literary Report in the First Three Gospels, all these studies
representing his masterpiece. This impressive work is also characterised by modesty,
orthodox tradition and erudition. All these qualities are essential for the entire activity
making it rich, profound and purely orthodox. Besides being a prolific and authentic scholar,
Prof. Vasile Gheorghiu remained all his life a humble preacher and priest. He was made a
priest in1896 and he continued his activity until he passed away. His cleric close relationship
with Jesus Christ united with the intimacy given by the prayer represent the starting point in
completing a unique theological work.

To conclude with, this valuable and remarkable work will always state that Prof.
Vasile Gheorghiu was the first who brought all the fundamental orthodox studies on the
scientific path. According to what Saint Apostle Paul advised us: ‘Remember all who did
you wrong, take a good look at how they ended their life and follow their faith’, reminding
us once again that the ancient teachings are permanently actual and more, that they
constitute the answers to our daily problems.

3. Actual stage of the research

An extremely important argument in favour of writing this work is that the treasure
that our beloved professor left us is far too less known and studied by the new generations.
Most of his studies, reviews and articles were never republished. The Romanian Patriarchy
charged priest Ilie Chiscari to gather the works of Prof. Vasile Gheorghiu in order to be
published again. Unfortunately this project stopped when priest Ilie Chiscari was murdered
on the zebra on his way to the Church.

Which is more, the task of finishing the project became harder due to another
misfortune of damaging the library of the Seminar of the Mitropolit Dosoftei from Suceava
which had contained most of the works of the professor as well as the whole collection of
Candela magazine. Lots of articles signed by him were destroyed and lost forever. As a
consequence, there has been an obvious need for having such examples of people who were
perfect servants of the Church but also models of humble clerics for the future priests. As a

prodigious teacher he considered the school desk an Altar from where his teachings spread



warmly, tactful and thoughtful, all in all, this is what defines the complex personality of

Prof. Vasile Gheorghiu.

The Structure of the Work

The present thesis entitled Priest Professor Vasile Gheorghiu- Life and Work is
structured in 5 chapters.

The first chapter, entitled Life and work of father professor Vasile Gheorghiu — a
reference in the biblical Romanian study at Faculty of Theology from Cernauti contains
information about his origins, when he started his studies beginning with the primary school
in Campulung Moldovenesc from 1882 until 1890. Here the passed his maturity exam on the
28-th of June 1890. It is worth mentioning that his first option for university was initially the
Faculty of Philology which he immediately crossed out in favour of the Faculty of Theology.
He followed his dream between the years 1890 and 1894 at Cernauti. After three years he
obtained the title of Ph.D Magna Cum Laude and later he became professor at the Faculty of
Theology in Vienne, Bonn, Wroclaw, Freiburg and Leipzig. On the 31-st of August 1901
recently returned from Leipzig he was made Doctor of Science following the career of the
great professor Vladimir de Repta. In 1954 he retired in the village Cut near Piatra Neamt at
the age of 73 and in 1959 died and was buried here. The old people from the village stated
that he had spent his last years of life in rent and that had been taken care of by the villagers
and also that he had not his own grave, he was buried in his father-in-law’s grave, priest
Mironescu. Until 1901, when Prof. Vasile Gheorghiu was upgraded private Doctor of
Science, it had been 26 years since the founding of the University in Cernauti. In this
university a lot of remarkable professors developed their activity: Stefan Tarnovietchi,
George lanovici, Vasile lanovici, Artemie Berariu, Casian Stratilat Vladimir de Repta. In the
year 1996 Prof. Vladimir de Repta leaves the Department which is taken over by the eldest
professor Eusebie Popovici. Between the years 1901 and 1938 this post was in Prof. Vasile

Gheorghiu’s responsibility.



So as to have a complete image on his life and work we mention that 36 of his works
— from which 27 were published in Cernauti- are now housed in the Library of The
Romanian Academy in Bucharest.

In next, this chapter deals with the description and characterization of Prof. Vasile
Gheorghiu not only as a person of great erudition but also as a humble servant of the
Church. A number of 20 sermons and other 4 discourses were published in the Candela
magazine to be used as models for all the priests. All of them are marked by his undeniable
profoundness and simplicity that characterised this great personality that have continuously
proved to be spiritual nourishment for the souls of all Christians.

The chapter 2, entitled Isagogy of New Testament in the work of father professor
Vasile Gheorghiu contains the analyses of works of biblical theology written by Vasile
Gheorghiu. This domain of biblical theology was cherished by the professor that he called it
‘the flower of biblical studies’. The three studies included in this chapter were written at the
peak of his experience between 1928 and 1935 and brilliantly reveal the influence which
Roman- Catholic theology and the university had on him. Next, I analysed six studies and
larger works in which Prof. Vasile Gheorghiu discussed the topic of biblical isagogics.
These works were written according to the academic rigour because the University in
Cernauti belonged to the Occidental Universities and later his studies served as reference for
other exams. The works end with Introduction in the Holy Books of the New Testament
published in 1926 which is a great achievement for the whole Theological Educational
|System.

The chapter 3 — Criticism and hermeneutics of biblical text in the research of professor
Vasile Gheorghiu - has its basis on the encounter which Prof. Vasile Gheorghiu had with the
famous professor Gaspar Réné, the apprentice and follower of Constantin von Tischendorf,
at the University from Leipzig in 1896. The effects that this friendship had were beneficial
for the entire theological branch. It is noticeable that the most important piece of writing
named Novum Testamentum graece cum aparatu critico remained unpublished until today
though it is a valuable piece of work of huge reference, a fundamental masterpiece. In the
year 1938, in the autobiography published on the occasion of his retirement, Prof. Vasile

Gheorghiu confessed that in spite of having studied it in detail he could not say that the issue



prepared by him was useless, but he kept on doing that and he left to God the publishing of
his articles. Next, I deals with a series of 11 pieces from The Works with Exegetic Character
in the Work of Vasile Gheorghiu, some of which were published as studies in Candela
magazine, some others were published independently. It is worth mentioning that these
articles are about the Three Magi present at the Birth of Jesus Christ, paragraphs from the
Gospel or writings from the New Testament; the smallest pieces as well as the biggest pieces
were written in many volumes and benefited from an outstanding manner of thinking.

The chapter 4 develops the idea around which Prof. Vasile Gheorghiu was ‘the
supreme pride of the Faculty of Theology from Cernauti and one of the glories of Romanian
Orthodox Theology for ever’. He used to analyse deeply the works of other Romanian and
foreign priests and he even made some corrections or useful additions as he considered.
Fifteen of his reviews on his colleagues’ works were published and were considered real
presentations of the works mentioned. A unique aspect for the beginning of the 20-th century
was that his writings treat the critical side of the writings from the Bible.

Th chapter 5, entitled Notions about Chronology, about the Calendar and about the
Easter reflected in Prof. Vasile Gheorghiu’ Work is structured in many categories according
to the contents of the pieces of work. In the attempt of making a selection with the same
topic I used the methods of other teachers who wrote about him: Grigorie T. Marcu,
Vladimir Prelipceanu, Stefan Slevoaca, Gheorghe I.Dragulin, M.Pacurariu and V.Mihoc.

The issues with the calendar disturbed a lot the society between the years 1920 and
1930. On the one hand, scientifically speaking, it was obvious that the old Julian calendar
had its own minuses from its entire existence of 1900 years. Neither the Gregorian Reform
could solve entirely the problem with the calendar, mostly because of the heated-debate
about accepting or rejecting this calendar. Another important factor in this problem was the
influence the Society of |[Nations or the League of Nations had. Romania had been a member
of this society since 1919; starting with 1921 when Nicolae Titulescu was named permanent
at the Society of Nations in Geneve the relationship between the Romanian Reign and The
League of Nations was very tight given the fact that Nicolae Titulescu ruled the institution
for 2 years. The League of Nations represented the voice of the financial environment which

would have liked to accept a calendar more financially fit. The pressure on the Romanian



Orthodox Church was huge. The works of Prof. Vasile Gheorghiu were scientifically as well
as theologically justified that our Church offered itself to give a way to clarify the divergent
opinions.

Another problem solved by Prof. Vasile Gheorghiu was the date of Easter. The same
League of Nations was asking insistently that Easter should be celebrated at a fixed date so
as not to disturb the financial calendar. The Saint Synod of The Romanian Orthodox Church
asked in a formal letter on the 9-th of September 1930 Prof. Vasile Gheorghiu for an answer
to the problem with the calendar knowing that the Vatican, the Ecumenic Patriarchy and the
Protestant Churches had already asked for their pretences. In spite all this on 20-th of
September 1931, Prof. Vasile Gheorghiu sent his report to the Saint Synod and the
Romanian Orthodox Church took a strong and firm position against all the other projects of
the League of Nations. The studies made by him were decisive as he personally declared that
as a member of The Saint Church he wished our reform were accepted , on contrary, he
prayed God to enlighten the opposing part to admit at least the necessity of the reform of the
calendar.

Writing about the evolution of Romanian biblical research, Prof. Vasile Mihoc
declared that there had been a lot of attempts of evaluating the progress of some theological
branches and that -a lot of historical and theological works and dictionaries had been written,
but despite everything there had not been yet any masterpiece to describe the post patristic
period in the history of the Orthodox Theology. When this happens, the name of the
wonderful priest Prof. Vasile Gheorghiu will be written in golden letters.

This present work represents a great step towards to recognition of such extraordinary
universal and vital heritage among whom we find the name of our beloved theology

scientist, prof. Vasile Gheorghiu.
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