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                                                 ABSTRACT 

 

Key words: Dobrogea/Dobruja, ethnicities, Russian Lipovans, Starovers, old rite, 

religious schism, raskol 

 

On the territory of Dobrogea, over time, alongside the local population, numerous ethnic 

groups have settled, attracted both by the policy of the Ottoman regime, which allowed them to 

keep their own identity unaltered, and by the riches of the region conducive to economic 

activities, which provided their daily living. Thus, among the populations who composed the 

ethnic picture of the province, starting with the second half of the eighteenth century, there were 

the Russian Lipovans who, once established in Dobrogea, were able to live alongside other ethnic 

groups, preserving at the same time, their language, customs and traditions. 

 The Russian-Lipovan ethnics are the descendants of the Starovers, of those Orthodox 

Christians of old rite, who opposed the religious reform, initiated at the half of the 17th century, 

by Tsar Alexei Mihailovici (1645-1676) and Patriarh Nikon, the head of the Russian Orthodox 

Church between 1652 and 1658.  

The reform wanted to be a form of modernisation of the Russian Orthodox Church, but, in 

fact, it had as an immediate result the division of the Christian Orthodox population in two 

groups. Subsequently, the two groups evolved differently, both in terms of confession and social-

historically. The ones who accepted Nikon's reforms, the so called ‘Nikonians’ adapted to the 

new conditions, accepting the changes related to the rite and the religious text. The others, 

opposed to the schism, were called 'Starovers' (of old faith) Starobreadţi (of old rite) or 

Raskolnici1 and the authorities initiated extremely severe repressive measures against them. The 

Starovers responded through riots and massive immigrations of the population. 

Due to its importance and consequences the raskol has been presented by Russian 

researchers, theologians or historians from different viewpoints. Since the second half of the 

nineteenth century, those in the service of the leading official church or the tsarist authorities 

have tried to explain this important phenomenon which through its  magnitude in the era brought 

about, in  Russian society, a socio-religious movement known under the name of 

staroobrjadčestvo or the movement of old rite. Staroobrjadčestvo was a complex phenomenon 

that cannot be attributed to a particular social group as among the Starovers one can meet 

                                                 
1 Alexandr Varona, Tragedia schismei ruse, Editura Kriterion, Bucureşti, 2002, passim. 
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representatives of all walks of life: nobles, courtiers, Strela, peasants, serfs. All these social 

groups opposed the reform, which occurred at a time when Russian society deeply rooted in 

religion, was not ready for such major changes.2 

The situation created after the adoption of the reforms led to an exodus of Starovers 

outside the Tsarist Empire, which sources report as follows: "Large cohorts, whole villages are 

starting to leave their homeland, crossing Russian borders... Settlements of the Russian Starovers 

appeared in the mountainous areas of Siberia and the Caucasus ... Ukraine, Belarus, Poland, 

Bessarabia. A significant number of Starovers was established in Turkey, Wallachia, Moldavia, 

Austria and Prussia."3  

On the current territory of our country, areas where the Russian Lipovans settled, 

emigrating from areas of central and southern Russia were: Bucovina, Moldova and Dobrogea, 

the latter being the region where most of the Old Rite Orthodox believers settled.  

The doctoral thesis The Russian Lipovans from Dobrogea - History and Specific 

Traditions (The second half of the eighteenth century -2011) is divided into three chapters: 1) The 

Russian Lipovans (Starovers) from the Schism of the Russian Orthodox Church to their 

establishment on the Romanian territory; 2) Lippovan Russian settlements between the Danube 

and the Black Sea; 3) Ethnic particularities, each chapter being divided into subchapters 

according to the subject matter. The chronological limits of the work were fixed between the 

second half of the eighteenth century, a period when the first Lipovan settlements in Dobrogea 

were documented, and 2011, when the latest population census in Romania took place.  

In the pages of this thesis both the Russian Lipovans from Constanta County, and the 

county of Tulcea, are mentioned, giving an overview of this minority, which is present in a very 

high percentage in the Dobrogean geographical area. Whereas in the settlement of Ghindăreşti 

there is a majority of Lipovan population, this being the highest concentration of this ethnic 

group in the county of Constanta, in Tulcea County we encounter the largest number of Russian 

Lipovans compared to other areas of the country.  

Among the first testimonies about the Russian Lipovans in Dobrogea are the notes in 

French, which doctor Camille Allard4  and agronomist Ion Ionescu de la Brad5  left in the mid-

                                                 
2 Alexandra Fenoghen, Staroverii: istorie, mitologie, literatură, Editura C.R.L.R, Bucureşti, 2009, p. 24. 
3 Apud Filip Ipatiov, Ruşii- lipoveni din România. Studiu de geografie umană, Editura  Presa Universitară Clujeană, 
Cluj-Napoca, 2001, p. 29. 
4 Camille Allard, La Dobroutcha. Souvenirs d' Orient, [f.e.], Paris, 1859. 
5 Ion Ionescu de la Brad, Excursiune agricolă în Câmpia Dobrogei, Typariulu Tribunei Romane, Bucuresci, 1879. 
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twentieth century, the writings of both authors being today an important documentary source 

about existing populations in the province at the time.  

The first work printed in Romanian, in which information about Lipovans is found is The 

history of religious tolerance in Romania6, of B.P. Haşdeu a brief but documented review of 

existing religious guidelines on Romanian territory, written just to prove the inaccuracy of the 

claims related to an alleged religious intolerance of the Romanians. The book first appeared in 

1868, and the author also tackled the study of the confessional evolution of the Starovers 

providing, at the same time, information on sects that arose after the religious schism in Russia.  

Another author concerned with the history of the Lipovan Russians was Bishop 

Melchisedec, who, relying almost entirely on Russian documentary sources, published in 1871 

the controversial work Lipovenismulu adică schismaticii seu rascolnicii şi ereticii ruseşci7, the 

first Romanian book of "respectable proportions" treating, among other things, the problem of the 

Starovers. In his study, Bishop Melchisedec used the same sources as B.P. Haşdeu, which is why 

the two books mentioned meet similar ideas.  

Since bibliography on the issue of the schism and the Lipovan Russians has been 

precarious for a long time, especially because the work of Melchizedek is based on sources which 

are difficult to access, most authors who subsequently treated these subjects took as the starting 

point the work Lipovenismulu adică schismaticii seu rascolnicii şi ereticii ruseşci. Thus, Bishop 

Melchisedec’s book was an important and bibliographic basis for Alexandru P. Arbore, who, in 

his study about Aşezările Lipovenilor şi Ruşilor din Dobrogea8, takes from Melchizedek some 

information on the  Starover migration on the territory of Dobrogea, Russian sects or Nekrasov 

Cossacks.  

The problem of the Raskol and the Starovers raised, over time, the attention of numerous 

Russian historians and theologians, who left valuable works focused on these topics, which were 

sources of inspiration for other authors. In this regard, good examples are the nine volumes of 

Materialelor pentru istoria raskolului din prima sa perioadă de existenţă, published in Moscow 

in the period 1875-1890, under the direction of Nikolai I. Subbotin.9 

                                                 
6 B. P. Haşdeu, Istoria toleranţei religioase în România, Editura Saeculum, Bucureşti, 1992. 
7 Episcopul Melchisedec, Lipovenismulu adică schismaticii seu rascolnicii şi ereticii ruseşci, Imprimeria Naţională, 
Bucuresti, 1871. 
8 Alexandru P. Arbore, Aşezările Lipovenilor şi Ruşilor din Dobrogea, in  “Arhiva Dobrogei”, vol. III, no. 1 (ian.-
apr.), 1920, pp. 1-23. 
9 See also Materialy dlja istorii raskola za pervoje vremja ego suščestvovanija, izd. red. "Bratskago Slova", I-IX, 
Moscova, 1875-1881. 
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Among the authors who have treated aspects of differences between the Russian and the 

Greek rite in the seventeenth century, prerequisites of the Nikonian reforms, are Evghenij 

Evstigneevič Golubinski who left to posterity his work, published in 1896, K našej polemike so 

staroobrjadcami [Pentru polemica noastră cu staroverii].10 

Information about the Lipovan settlements in Dobrogea is contained in the two 

Dicţionare11 of the two counties of Tulcea and Constanta, published in the late nineteenth 

century, plus the Marele Dicţionar Geografic al Romîniei, ample works in five volumes, 

composed between 1898-1902 by George Ioan Lahovari, CI Brătianu and Grigore Tocilescu 

based on partial dictionaries existent in the counties. .12  

At the beginning of the twentieth century, Captain M. D. Ionescu-Dobrogianu13 

conducted an overview of the important work of Dobrogea, which provides more information 

about Dobrogea settlements inhabited by Lipovans, the author making, however, a 

comprehensive presentation on Russian sects existing in this historic province.  

In 1909, another emblematic paper about the religious reform in Russia was published 

Patriarch Nikon i čar' Alexej Mihailovič [Patriarhul Nikon and the Tsar Alexei Mihailovici], 

belonging to the Russian historian Nikolai Feodorovič Kapterev.14  

The Russian Lipovans from Dobrogea are remembered in the 1916 paper of Grigore 

Antipa, Pescăria şi pescuitul în România15, a scientific paper fundamental for the detailed 

revealing of this ancestral occupation. The Lipovan fishermen from the Danube Delta are 

mentioned in the studies of authors Dr. R Marcus16 şi Alexandru Daia.17 At the beginning of the 

20th century, Swiss anthropologist Eugène Pittard18 and writer Al. Lascarov- Moldovanu19 left 

                                                 
10 Evghenij Evstigneevič Golubinski, K našej polemike so staroobrjadcami, in „Lucrările Societăţii de Istorie şi 
Antichităţi Ruse”, Moscova, 1896, vol. I, part III , pp. 46-48. 
11 Grigore Gr. Dănescu, Dicţionarul geografic, statistic şi istoric al judeţului Tulcea, Societatea Geografică Română, 
Tipografia şi Fonderia de Litere „Thoma Basilescu”, Bucureşti, 1896 şi Idem, Dicţionarul geografic, statistic şi 
istoric al judeţului Constanţa, Societatea Geografică Română, Tipografia şi Fonderia de Litere „Thoma Basilescu”, 
Bucureşti, 1897. 
12 Ioan Lahovari, C.I. Brătianu, Grigore Tocilescu, Marele Dicţionar geografic al Romîniei, vol. I-V, Editura 
Stabilimentul Grafic J.V. Socecu, Bucureşti, 1898-1902. 
13 M. D.Ionescu, Dobrogea în pragul veacului al XX-lea. Geografia matematică, fisică, politică, economică şi 
militară, Atelierele Grafice „I.V.Socecu”, Bucureşti, 1904. 
14 Nikolai Feodorovič Kapterev, Patriarch Nikon i čar' Alexej Mihailovič, Serghiev Posad, vol. 1, 1909-1912. 
15 Grigore Antipa, Pescăria şi pescuitul în România, [f.e], Bucureşti, 1916; see also Idem, Lacul Razim. Starea 
actuală a pescăriilor din el şi mijloacele de îndreptare, [f.e.], Bucureşti, 1894; on the same theme see also C.C. 
Giurescu, Istoria pescuitului şi a pisciculturii în România, vol. I, Editura Academiei R.P.R., Bucureşti, 1964. 
16  Dr. R. Marcus, Pescuitul în Dobrogea, în Bilder aus der Dobrudscha...,  pp. 70- 91.  
17 Alexandru Daia, Pescăriile dobrogene, în Dobrogea – cincizeci de ani ..., pp. 415-423. 
18 Eugène Pittard, Dans la Doubrodja (Roumanie). Notes de voyages, Imprimerie du Journal de Genève, Genève, 
1902.  
19 Al. Lascarov-Moldovanu, Prin Dobrogea..., in „Analele Dobrogei”, year IX, vol. II, 1928, pp. 237-241.  
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moving description of the land between the Danube and the Sea in which a special place is given 

to the old faith Russians.  

In dealing with issues related to the confessional evolution of the Starovers after the 

reform of the Russian Church, we also mention the ethnographic study of Russian sects, of       

Dr. Paul Traeger in Bilder aus der Dobrudscha (1916-1918). Imagini din Dobrogea (1916-

1918).20 The paper, published in 1918 and republished in 2011, was printed by the Administraţia 

germană de Etape in Dobrogea, shortly before the departure of German troops from the area of 

Dobrogea, and in its pages studies of seven German personalities were gathered from different 

fields related to this historical region. 

Also in connection with the German administration period, the book-document entitled 

Memoriu al administraţiei germane de etapă: Întocmit la mijlocul lui aprilie 1917/„Denkschrift 

der Deutschen Etappen Verwaltung in der Dobrudscha. Abgeschlossen mitte april 1917”21 

should be mentioned. The document is very important for the history of Dobrogea because it 

transmits information about a troubled period in the history of this province, information 

submitted through the perspective of the German occupation regime. 

Information on Dobrogean ethnic groups is given by  Dobrogea-cincizeci de ani de vieaţă 

românească22, a reverential volume, published on the celebration of a half-century of 

independence of the Romanian State, a true monography of this historical province. In its pages 

we find a series of information about the immigration of the Starovers on the  Romanian territory, 

but also about sects that appeared after the Nikonian reforms. 

The Russian historian A.V. Kartašev in his Očerki po istorii Russkoj Cerkvi [Studii de 

istorie a Bisericii Ruse], has conducted an analysis of the Christianization of Russians by making 

a study of Greek religious books taken as a model by Nikon for straightening the Russian ones.23  

Regarding some aspects of the differences between the Russian and the Greek rite in the 

seventeenth century, premises of Nikonian reforms, the work of the Russian philologist and 

historian S.A. Zenkovsky, Russkoe staroobrjadčestvo. Duchovnye dviženija XVII-ogo veka 

                                                 
20 Dr. Paul Traeger, Sectele ruseşti în Dobrogea, în Bilder aus der Dobrudscha 1916-1918. Imagini din Dobrogea 
1916-1918 (translation Gustav Rückert), [Edition by Valentin Ciorbea and Constantin Cheramidoglu], Editura Ex 
Ponto, Constanţa, 2011, pp. 197-210. 
21 *** Memoriu al Administraţiei germane de Etapă : Întocmit la mijlocul lui aprilie 1917 / „Denkschrift der 
Deutschen Etappen Verwaltung in der Dobrudscha. Abgeschlossen mitte april 1917” (editor Valentin Ciorbea), 
Editura Ex Ponto, Constanţa, 2012.   
22 ***Dobrogea-cincizeci de ani de vieaţă românească: 1878-1928, Cultura Naţională, Bucureşti, 1928.   
23 A.V. Kartašev, Očerki po istorii Russkoj Cerkvi, Editura Terra, vol. I – II, Moscova, 1993, vol. I, p. 145. 
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[Vechiul rit rusesc. Mişcări spirituale în secolul al XVII-lea]24 had an important role. Some of 

Zenkovsky’s explanations were taken from older writings of Russian authors, such as Evghenij 

Evstigneevič Golubinski şi  Nikolai Feodorovič Kapterev  previously mentioned. 

The work of theologian Starover Feodor Efimovici Melnikov25, Kratkaja istorija 

drevlepravoslavnoj (staroobrjadčeskoj) cerkvi [Scurtă istorie a Bisericii Ortodoxe Vechi (de Rit 

Vechi)], which appeared in Barnaul, Russia deserves a special mentioning. The book contains 

important information of historical and religious nature on this subject. The first part of this work 

was printed in Romania under the title Scurtă istorie a Bisericii Ortodoxe de Rit Vechi, part I, 

Schisma în Biserica Rusă, the translation belonging to Leonte Ivanov. 

The Russian historian and theologian P.V. Znamensky26, in his paper Istorija Russkoj 

Cerkvi . Učebnoe rukovodstvo [Istoria Bisericii Ruse – Îndrumar didactic], made an analysis of 

the entire 17th century, which was marked by change regarding the Russian theological system.  

Regarding the period before the Nikonian reforms and the pan Slavonic ideas of Tsar 

Alexei Mihailovici, we mention Cerkovnaja reforma XVII veka: traghičeskaja ošybka ili 

ideologhičeskaja diversija [Reforma bisericească din secolul al XVII-lea : eroare tragică sau 

diversiune ideologică), whose author is B. P. Kutuzov.27  

In the same vein, of the analysis of the Nikonian reforms, is M. O. Šachov28, with his 

writing published in Moscow, Filosofskie aspekty staroverija [Aspecte filosofice ale Vechii 

Credinţe]. 

Another Russian historian, A. A. Prigarin, in his study Russkie staroobrjadcy na Dunae 

[Ruşii staroveri de la Dunăre], periodises the settlement of the Lipovans  and the Nekrasovits on 

the Lower Danube, advancing even some data regarding the foundation of the settlements 

inhabited by them.29 

Among the studies of general interest regarding the problems in the Russian History or 

the religious dogma or the concepts which stood at the root of the idea „Moscow-a Third Rome”, 

                                                 
24 S. A. Zenkovsky, Russkoe staroobrjadčestvo. Duchovnye dviženija XVII-ogo veka, Moscova, 1995. 
25 Feodor Efimovici Melnikov, Kratkaja istorija drevlepravoslavnoj ( staroobrjadčeskoj) cerkvi, Barnaul, 1999; 
Idem, Scurtă istorie a Bisericii Ortodoxe de Rit Vechi, part I, Schisma în Biserica Rusă, Edited by Leonte Ivanov, 
Editura C.R.L.R., Bucureşti, 2014. 
26 P. V. Znamensky, Istorija Russkoj Cerkvi . Učebnoe rukovodstvo,   Ediţia a IX-a, Paris-Moscova, 2000. 
27 B. P. Kutuzov, Cerkovnaja reforma XVII veka: traghičeskaja ošybka ili ideologhičeskaja diversija , vol I-II, Riga, 
1992. 
28 M. O. Šachov, Filosofskie aspekty staroverija, Editura Tretij Rim, Moscova,  1998. 
29 A. A. Prigarin, Russkie staroobrjadcy na Dunae, Editura Archeodoksija, Moscova, 2010. 
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we point out the contributions of the Russian theologians Vladimir Soloviov30,  Evgheni N. 

Trubeţkoi31 and  Leonid Uspenski32.  

Authors such as Alexandru and Victor Ioachimescu33, Antoaneta Olteanu34, Ştefan 

Popa35, Nicholas V. Riasanovsky36, Geoffrey Hosking37, Martyn Rady38 wrote about the Schism 

phenomenon, which transformed a part of  the Russian Orthodox Christians in Starovers ( of old 

belief), and the Russian historical-religious context in the years prior to this event. The writings 

of these researchers contain the data and assessments of the historical context in which Nikonian 

reforms were adopted, whose direct effect was the mid-17th century religious schism. 

The Ottoman rulers imposed their own nomenclature in Dobrogea in the time when the 

first Starovers came in the province, which meant that the names of the places were either 

translated in Turkish or replaced with new Turkish names. In our scientific work the information 

on Dobrogean place names , both under the Ottoman rule and after 1878 were taken from the 

very well documented study of researcher Anca Ghiaţă39, which lists data about the first 

attestations of settlements with Lipovan population. 

The titles listed above are added to the collective40  volumes dedicated to the two counties 

of Tulcea and Constanta, and other works on the subject of the Dobrogean toponimy. Moreover 

the documentary material was supplemented by monographs41 of towns, and some volumes of 

published documents42. In this respect, we mention the volume edited by Professor Stoica Lascu, 

Mărturii de epocă privind istoria Dobrogei (1878-1947)43, vol. I (1878-1916), where more 

                                                 
30 Vladimir Soloviov, Rusia şi Biserica Universală, Institutul European, Iaşi, 1994.     
31 Evgheni N. Trubeţkoi, 3 eseuri despre icoană, Editura Anastasia, Bucureşti, 1999.  
32 Leonid Uspensky, Vladimir Lossky, Călăuziri în lumea icoanei, Editura Sophia, Bucureşti, 2003. 
33 Alexandru Ioachimescu, Victor Ioachimescu, Istoria poporului rus -sintetizată. De la Novgorod la Vladivostok şi 
Prut. Cneji, ţari, împăraţi şi evenimente esenţiale, Editura „Gândirea Românească”, [f.l.], edţia I-a, 1992. 
34 Antoaneta Olteanu, Civilizaţia rusă. Perioada veche şi modernă, Editura Paideia, Bucureşti, 1998; see also Idem, 
Miturile Rusiei clasice, Editura Paideia, Bucureşti, 2004. 
35 Ştefan Popa,  Ruşii. Istoria culturii şi civilizaţiei (secolele XI-XVIII), Editura Ex Ponto, Constanţa, 2000. 
36 Nicholas V. Riasanovsky, O istorie a Rusiei, Institutul European  Iaşi, 2001. 
37 Geoffrey Hosking, Rusia: popor şi imperiu, 1552-1917, Editura Polirom, Iaşi, 2001. 
38 Martyn Rady, Ţarii, Rusia, Polonia şi Ucraina, Editura All Educational, Bucureşti, 2002. 
39 Anca Ghiaţă, Toponimie şi geografie istorică în Dobrogea medievală şi modernă, in „Memoriile Secţiei de Ştiinţe 
Istorice”, seria IV, tom V, 1980, Editura Academiei R.S.R., Bucureşti, 1982, pp. 29-61. 
40 *** Localităţile judeţului Tulcea, [f.e.], 1972; *** Localităţile judeţului Constanţa, [f.e.], 1972. 
41Anisia Emilean, Sarichioi. Pagini de monografie, Editura Harvia, Tulcea, 2007; Sevastian, Fenoghen, Alexandra 
Fenoghen, op. cit..  
42 ***Judeţul Constanţa în anii 1916 şi 1922/23. Expunere prezentată Consiliului Judeţean de către dl. N.T. 
Negulescu prefectul judeţului Constanţa, Tipografia „Victoria” George I. Georgescu, Constanţa, 1924;          *** 
Expunerea Situaţiei Judeţului Tulcea pe anul 1912, Tulcea, 1913.   
43 Stoica Lascu, Mărturii de epocă privind istoria Dobrogei (1878-1947), vol. I (1878-  1916), Muzeul de Istorie 
Naţională şi Arheologie Constanţa, 1999. 
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information can be found from the media of the period, related to some settlements inhabited by 

the Lipovans in Dobrogea or about religious sects.  

For the beginning of the Communist regime and the establishing of the first collective 

farms in the places with Lipovan population in Dobrogea we mention two works of Professor  

Marian Cojoc, Dobrogea de la reforma agrară la colectivizarea forţată (1945- 1957)44 and  

Evoluţia Dobrogei între anii 1944-1964. Principalele aspecte din economie şi societate.45  

We remark at the same time the work of historian Valentin Ciorbea, Evoluţia Dobrogei 

între 1918-1944. Contribuţii la cunoaşterea problemelor geopolitice, economice, politice, 

demografice, sociale şi ale vieţii politice şi militare46, in which there is data about settlements of 

Jurilovca, Chilia Veche and Sulina, but also the province's population and the head occupation of 

the Lipovans - fishing. 

The study of the Lipovan Russians in Dobrogea was enriched by Aurel Ştefan Şuvac’s 

book Terminologia pescuitului la lipovenii din Dobrogea.47 In addition to detailed information 

related to fishing gear, fish species or means of travel, this latest paper addresses some issues 

related to the settlement of the Lipovans in our country, providing data about the founding of 

settlements. 

 The historiography referring to the subject of the present PhD Thesis contains notable 

contributions of researchers who come from the population of the Russian Lipovans in Romania. 

A review of the works occurring over time in Russian, in Moscow or St. Petersburg, was 

made by Alexandr Varona, who having the advantage of belonging to this ethnic group, leaned 

on the study of the Starover phenomenon, activity which had as a result the  publication of a 

book48, in fact a documented history of the Russian Orthodox Church reforms. Alexandr Varona's 

book Tragedia schismei ruse, published in 2002, is an extensive analysis of mid-seventeen 

century religious schism, with the presentation of the evolution of Russian society, the Church 

and reformist currents in the years prior to the raskol. Also, the author analyses the reform of 

Patriarch Nikon, its consequences and its importance in the birth of the Starover phenomenon. 

                                                 
44 Marian Cojoc, Dobrogea de la reforma agrară la colectivizarea forţată (1945-1957), Editura Muntenia & Leda, 
Constanţa, 2001. 
45 Idem, Evoluţia Dobrogei între anii 1944-1964. Principalele aspecte din economie şi societate, Editura 
Universităţii din Bucureşti, Bucureşti, 2001. 
46 Valentin Ciorbea, Evoluţia Dobrogei între 1918-1944. Contribuţii la cunoaşterea problemelor geopolitice, 
economice, politice, demografice, sociale şi ale vieţii politice şi militare46, Editura Ex Ponto, Constanţa, 2008. 
47 Aurel Ştefan Şuvac, Terminologia pescuitului la lipovenii din Dobrogea, Editura Istros, Brăila, 2008. 
48 Alexandr Varona, op. cit. 
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Moreover, Alexandr Varona is also the author of a doctoral thesis49, which addresses both aspects 

of dogmatic schism and its socio-political implications. 

                Filip Ipatiov's documented paper Rusii-lipoveni din Romania. Studiu de geografie 

umana50, which is in fact the author's PhD thesis, tackles aspects referring to the social-historical 

frame of Russia during the period before the schism, and also to the confessional evolution of the 

Starovers, offering at the same time information about the settlement of the Russians on the 

territory of our country, as well as an ample presentation of the Russian-Lipovan communities in 

Romania.  

    In order to illustrate the controversies surrounding the ethnonim Lipovan, we mention  

Professor Feodor Chirilă’s articles51 and Professor Victor Vascenco’s book Lipovenii. Studii 

lingvistice52, a complex volume, which includes a series of ethnographic and anthroponymous 

linguistic studies, which were disclosed within sessions, symposia, and printed over 40 years. 

   Diverse information (history, customs, gastronomy, traditional costume, personalities) 

about the Lipovan Russians in Romania can be found in the book Comunitatea Ruşilor 

Lipoveni53, written by Svetlana Moldovan, an author with an intense publishing activity in the 

periodical „Zorile”.  

The late Professor Ivan Evseev, an authority on the history and traditions of this ethnic 

group, is the author of numerous studies and articles, many of which have been published over 

time in the newspaper "Dawn" and added later in  the volume Gândurile şi tristeţile unui rus 

lipovean.54 

Important information about the Russians of old belief  is recorded in the book Sarichioi, o 

enigmă a secolului al XIX-lea, written by Sevastian Fenoghen and Alexandra Fenoghen55, father 

and daughter, which presents the history of this village in Dobrogea from the theory of the 

foundation of this settlement, in the eighteenth century by a group of Cossack coming from the 

broken army of Ataman Ignat Nekrasov. 

                                                 
49 Idem, Staroverii în secolele XVII-XIX, [PhD thesis], Bucureşti, 2011. 
50 Filip Ipatiov, op. cit., passim. 
51 Feodor Chirilă, Scrieţi corect!,  în „Zorile”, nr. 3-4 (257-258), 2014, p. 4; Idem, Consideraţii cu privire la geneza 
etnonimului „lipoveni”, în ***Un om, un simbol. In honorem magistri Ivan Evseev, Editura C.R.L.R Bucureşti, 
2007, p. 227. 
52 Victor Vascenco, Lipovenii. Studii lingvistice, Editura Academiei, Bucureşti, 2003; see also Idem, Old Believers. 
Ruşii staroveri din America, Editura Academiei Române, Bucureşti, 2005. 
53 Svetlana Moldovan,  Comunitatea Ruşilor Lipoveni, Editura Ararat, Bucureşti, 2004. 
54 Ivan Evseev, Gândurile şi tristeţile unui rus lipovean, Editura C.R.L.R., Bucureşti, 2005.  
55 Sevastian Fenoghen, Alexandra Fenoghen, Sarichioi, o enigmă a secolului al XIX-lea, Editura Kriterion, Cluj- 
Napoca, 2004. 
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A significant contribution to the research on the Starover phenomenon is brought by  

Sevastian Fenoghen’s daughter Alexandra Fenoghen through the books Staroverii: istorie, 

mitologie, literatură and Jurnal de pelerin, to which we can add some studies and articles56, 

dedicated to the Lipovan Russians, published in periodicals "Zorile" and "Kitej-grad". The first 

book, the fruit of a sustained scientific research provides more information on the Nikonian 

reforms, schism, sects and religious groups, but also about how all these are reflected in Russian 

and Romanian literature. The second book is a diary of the trip that the author has undertaken, 

together with a group of residents from Sarichioi in the homeland of the Cossacks from the Don  

and the Kuban area. 

Among recent works, belonging to Russian Lipovan researchers we notice Paul Tudose’s 

book, Ruşii lipoveni din România –istorie şi actualitate (Comunitatea ruşilor lipoveni din Brăila 

– model de convieţuire multietnică în context naţional şi European)57. Published in 2015, the 

book presents an overview of the Starovers, telling about the history, religion, traditions, customs 

and written culture of this ethnic group which was established on the Romanian territory about 

three centuries ago. 

  The first chapter of the thesis, entitled The Lipovan Russians (Starovers) from the schism 

of the Russian Orthodox Church to their settlement on the Romanian territory, addresses issues 

of this major event, the religious schism of the eighteenth century in Russia, which triggered the 

migration of a large number of Orthodox christians of old rite towards territories more or less 

removed from the motherland. Among these territories were included regions within the current 

space of our country, where many ethnic Russians settled from the first half of the eighteenth 

century, who in their new homeland will be known as Lipovans. 

The religious reform coincided with another cause of social nature, due to the taxes 

imposed by the state. The gradual increase of the authority of the Church occured during a 

restless period in the history of Russia, a period when the country and church representatives 

developed the idea of the religious and political supremacy of the Russian state, an idea that was 

known at the time as "Moscow The Third Rome". 

                                                 
56 See Alexandra Fenoghen, Percepţia timpului şi spaţiului la ruşii staroveri, în „Kitej-grad”, nr. 6-7  (103-104), 
iunie-iulie 2007, pp. 28-29 and Idem, Importanţa familiei la ruşii-staroveri, in „Zorile”, no. 11 (181), 2007, p. 6.  
57  Pavel Tudose, Ruşii lipoveni din România –istorie şi actualitate (Comunitatea ruşilor lipoveni din Brăila – model 
de convieţuire multietnică în context naţional şi European), Editura C.R.L.R., Bucureşti, 2015. 
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The fight these Orthodox Christians of Old Rite started to defend canonical principles was 

transformed over time into a social struggle, with dramatic consequences, which brought 

collective sacrifices and the desertion of their homeland. 

Compact groups of Russians from regions such as Moscow, Don, Volga, Kuban, were 

placed in areas bordering the Danube Delta, and near the forest in Northern Dobrogea. 

In Dobrogea, the Starover Russians founded new settlements or helped the development 

of some settlements and managed to preserve their ethnic identity, regardless of the existing 

political regime.  

The second chapter The settlements of the Lipovan Russians between the Danube and the 

Black Sea, presents the settlements in Dobrogea, in which the Starovers constitute a significant 

percentage of the population (Ghindăreşti- Constanţa County, Carcaliu, Jurilovca, Mila 23, 

Sarichioi, Slava Rusă, Slava Cercheză, Sfiştofca, Periprava – Tulcea County). Moreover the 

research was focused on the settlements in which the Starovers held an important percentage  

compared to the other ethnic groups (Năvodari, Constanţa, Mangalia, 2 Mai, Cernavoda – 

Constanţa County, Tulcea, Chilia Veche, Mahmudia, Sulina, Uzlina, Dunavăţu de Sus şi de Jos –  

Tulcea County). Among these we must notice Năvodari, whose history is linked to the Lipovan 

population even though the Lipovan Russians do not constitute the majority.  

In the writing of this chapter various documents from four archives were used: Serviciul 

Judeţean al Arhivelor Naţionale Constanţa, Biroul Judeţean al Arhivelor Naţionale Tulcea, 

Arhiva Consiliului Naţional pentru Studierea Arhivelor Securităţii, Arhiva Ministerului 

Afacerilor Externe.  

The 20 archive funds investigated offered valuable information regarding the Lipovan 

Russians in Dobrogea, during the period 1880-1966. Many of the researched files, at the moment 

of the study did not have the pages numbered (the numbering being made then on the spot, as the 

rules required), meaning that the writings were not consulted until that moment.   

In the third chapter of the thesis, Ethnic Particularities, of great importance were the 

pieces of information obtained during the ethnographic research in the field in Ghindăreşti 

(Constanţa County), and also the data written down during the conversations with the Lipovan 

Russians from Slava Rusă, Tulcea County.  

The ethnographic research done in Ghindăreşti, an emblematic settlement of the Lipovan 

population in Dobrogea, unfolded on a long period between 1995-2010. For the ethnographic 

survey, questionnaires were used bazed on specific questions, which were given to informants 
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both men and women, having various occupations (fishermen, priests, clerks, workers, deacon at 

the village church) over 50 years of age.  

Regarding the ethnographic research in the field, in order to have a certain accuracy of the 

answers, more subjects were asked the same questions. 

The ethnic particularities (traditional architecture, customs of the cycle of life, traditional 

clothing, religious holidays throughout the year, specific occupations, crafts, cuisine) have been 

preserved unaltered over time and represent the legacy that the old faith Russians received from 

their forerunners. 

Russian-Lipovan traditional architecture is characterized by houses built with three or 

four or even five rooms, developed in length, the house with three rooms and a kitchen (cuhnia) 

being predominant. 

Among the existing traditional buildings within a Lipovan household, an important role is 

held by the bania (steam bath or ciornaia bania) a true ethnic symbol, whose origins go back to 

the old Russian traditions. 

The Russian Lipovan traditional clothing has retained over time the distinctive elements 

of a nation, that influences coming from outside have not removed from their origins. For the 

Russian Lipovans the traditional costume is the link with the past, and some of its parts "send" 

clear messages perceived by all community members. 

An important role in preserving ethnic identity is held by the life cycle customs which 

constitute "thresholds", which will be passed at one time, by each individual, and their 

deployment involves the entire community. 

The vast majority of Lipovan settlements is located on the Danube Delta and the shores of 

the Black Sea, so, naturally, besides agriculture, fishing was an ancestral occupation, but also an 

important source of income. Depending on the area of housing, as shown in some archive 

documents the ethnic Lipovan Russians were engaged in beekeeping, stone picking and carting. 

Regarding the specific crafts, special attention was devoted in this thesis to the crafting of  

wooden icons, religious objects representing the most precious posesion existing in a Lipovan 

household. 

The doctoral thesis The Russian Lipovans from Dobrogea – History and Specific 

Traditions (The second half of the eighteenth century – 2011) presents aspects regarding the 

Russian Lipovans from this Romanian province, from a historical-ethnographic perspective, an 

approach that we considered useful taking into account that although at a first glance there is 
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some bibliography dealing with this subject, most of the writings are focused on the problem of 

the raskol or tackled only certain aspects of this ethnic group. In the writing of this paper, to the 

archival documents and the material collected during the ethnographic research in the field we 

added historical information provided by libraries, contributing to the shaping of the specific 

features of this ethnicity, which complements a distinctive picture of Dobrogean minorities. 
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