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The PhD thesis aims to identify some myths, symbols but also mythical
occurrences that express love, death, initiation, etc. in the prose of Mircea Eliade. We
have also noticed that the labyrinth symbol is consisting of Mircea Eliade’s attitude
towards initiation, life, death, love, time and history.

The temptation to choose the work of Mircea Eliade came as an effect of
observing the evolution of the way in which the notion of myth was shaped in his
prose. The mythical behaviour is reiterated, re-semanthised by breaking the profane
duration and by integration in the primordial time. | accept the fundamental theory of
Mircea Eliade, that of not being able to recognize the sacred disguised in the
profane.

By choosing the title “Mythical and symbolic occurrences in the prose of
Mircea Eliade” | have tried to find the various keys of interpretation, expressing from
the very beginning my fascination for the symbolism and the mythology. The exegetic
arises from the need for a conceptual clarification of the terms found in my readings.

On the other hand, the thesis also aims for knowledge of the myths, symbols
and concepts formulated by Mircea Eliade. | intend, in this work, to debate upon
some cultural archetypes that | have considered to be essential in the prose of
Mircea Eliade. Topics such as the labyrinth search through which the characters are
initiated or, on the contrary, not being able to recognize the sacred disguised in the
profane, essential archetypes, images and symbols related to soteriology will be
developed in the hereby research.

The original touch of the work is given by the attempt to treat Mircea Eliade’s
prose from a critical perspective as far as myths, cultural archetypes and symbols are
concerned.

The study will analyse the narrative texts from a hermeneutical point of view,
because | have tried particularly to interpret myths and sacred teachings, not
forsaking symbols and hierophanies that is the way in which the sacred is
manifested. The literature in its substance weaves a mythical story in an imaginary
plan which accepts repeatedly its soteriological function.

As far as the working method is concerned, | mention the fact that | have
especially used the myth-critical method, formulated and applied for the first time by
Gilbert Durand, through which | have approached the recurrent myths that are
specific to the prose of Mircea Eliade. With the help of the instruments provided by
this working method, | have made a texts corpus. | hope my work will be positively
interpreted and will bring a new approach of the prose of Mircea Eliade.



The thesis consists of eight chapters that are divided into three or four
subchapters. In this way, the I*' chapter aims to set some theoretical guidelines that
are extremely important for the chosen research topic. The myth is regarded as
ontophany, as a revelation of the being, as theophany, a religious revelation,
updating the Christ myth and as hierophany, as a manifestation of the sacred. Then, |
have attempted to observe the confluences of the myth with the category of the
sacred and the myth as reconciliation of contraries, following to apply this theory in a
new chapter where | have proved that Eros and Thanatos are the two fundamental
instincts of the human behaviour, that are complementary.

The 11" chapter follows the way in which literature regains its essential
function, the soteriological one. The myth is an element which is always present, with
an explicative character, it justifies the human existence.

The 11 chapter called “Mythology and hermeneutics in Mircea Eliade’s works”
deals insistently with various topics such as: escaping the historical time, memory as
a refuge, the recourse to memory, the contamination through storytelling, the myth of
creation, the initiatory myth and the supreme freedom applied on two short stories
and the novel “Noaptea de Sanziene”, from which we discover Mircea Eliade’s vision
of destiny.

The IV chapter marks the writer’s absolute need to discover the symbolism
and the concealment of these symbols into the objects or characters that seem least
important. After stating the recurrent literary symbols, | have continued with symbolic
representations of the labyrinth space, ending with the myth-symbol-literature
coalescence and the short story “Ghicitor in pietre’- the epiphany — kratophany
binomial.

Mircea Eliade is the complex personality who penetrated deep into the
universal culture, being the one to transpose into the Romanian literature some of the
important myths of the universal literature, distinguishing between sacred and
profane, reversible and irreversible, his prose reflecting perfectly the labyrinth space
and the initial time. | have planned to analyse the labyrinth myth from two canonical
texts: “Nopti la Serampore” and “La tiganci”. Mircea Eliade’s narration is built around
the labyrinth metaphor.

The V™ chapter shows Mircea Eliade’s vision on soteriological function
literature, concept which was taken from the book “Fictiunea initiatica la Mircea
Eliade” by Lacramioara Berechet, applying it into two short stories: ,in curte la Dionis”
and ,Podul”, where | attempted a more clearly delimitated and more cautious
approach of myths and symbols. In this chapter | have also analysed the novel “19
trandafiri” from the perspective of actualisation of the myth of Orpheus, approaching
at the same time the ways of transgression of the being and of the matter.

The VI chapter extends the research to the level Eros myth in the novels of
Mircea Eliade, illustrated in two of his novels “Maitreyi” and “Nunta in cer”. “Nunta in
cer’ is the novel that expresses best the love regarded as Godhead, as apogee
living, here the love belongs to the heaven space.

The VII™ chapter analyses “The Thanatologies — The myths regarded as
triumphs of death” in four short stories that are fundamental for the work of Mircea
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Eliade, that is “Uniforme de general, “Incognito la Buchenwald”, “Un om mare” and
“Secretul doctorului Honigberger”.

The VIII™ chapter reiterates the occultism and the demonism as hermeneutical
instruments, the unescalated dimension of the imaginary, the game of the demonic
symbolism and the dreads of the archetypal man in three important texts where the
myth gains different perceptions, establishes relationships, builds, deconstructs and
rebuilds symbols that are “Sarpele”, “Domnigoara Christina”, “lsabel si apele
diavolului”.

Paul Dugneanu believes that a writer like Mircea Eliade achieves in one of his
greatest short stories, “Podul”’, the precise fantastic by using mythologemes and
poetic symbols in his text'. The same literary critic believes that “Domnisoara
Christina”, “Sarpele” and “Secretul doctorului Honigberger” are based upon the
gradual accumulation of events and the emotional intensification.?

In conclusion, the epic texture of these texts is full of symbolic spaces that
must be understood by the reader at the anagogic level of the text in order to
understand its message and its mobile, the objectives of the characters.

The last chapter announces the implications of the mystical role literature,
debated in three subchapters “Adio” — the initiatory spectacle fused with the sacred,
“‘Douasprezece mii de capete de vite’- the time escaping and the initiatory tests,
“Pelerina” — the symbol of death and of time escaping, “Dayan” — the game of
concealed language. The dream, the sleep, the anamnesis are all very important
concepts in the mythical poetry of Mircea Eliade, often connected at a symbolical
level. Returning to the fundamental myths and archetypes, they facilitated the access
to a saving literature, which has as vectors the theatre and the cinematography that
enable a plenary manifestation of the imaginary and a special richness fantastic
frame that we only meet in Mircea Eliade’s mythical prose.

Mircea Eliade deals with the manifestations of the sacred in the daily life, his
method being different from the one of Rudolf Otto, who emphasizes the
psychological part, the sacred being equivalent to the numinous. This approach of
the religious phenomenon is necessary in order to understand the dimension of the
orthodox mystical legacy.

To conclude, | emphasize the idea according to which this doctoral thesis
represented as far as I’'m concerned, an opportunity to create, to read, to do scientific
research, of which | have retained the multitude of myths and symbols, the hidden
significations verve, the drifting semiosis, the abundance of information, concepts
that triggered impulses and daring responses.

' Paul Dugneanu, Forme literare intre real si imaginar, Bucharest, Eminescu Publishing House, 1993,

E' 9.

Paul Dugneanu, Op. cit, p. 55.

I, POPA ROXANA MARIA, sworn translator, licensed with no 11324/2009, do hereby certify that the foregoing is
a true and correct English translation of the Romanian document.
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