
OVIDIUS UNIVERSITY OF CONSTANTA  

DOCTORAL SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 

THEOLOGY DOCTORAL FIELDS 
 

 

 

DOCTORAL THESIS  

 

“God’ s love against man in the concept of Saint 
Apostle Pavel, in the Epistles to the Romans, I,II 

Corinthians and Tit”  
 

 
 

Abstract  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

Coordinator  Degree Applicant                                  Doctor’ s                                           
IPS.PROF.UNIV.DR.TEODOSIE PETRESCU              Pr.TOTU DAVID OVIDIU  

 

 

 

 

CONSTANTA 2014 



 1 

 

 

Introduction  

 

Chapter I 

General information about the Epistles to the Romans, I-II Corinthians and Tit 

1.1 Epistle to the Romans:: general 

1.2 Epistles addressed to the Corinthians- preliminaries  

1.3 Epistle to Tit (Author, Authenticity , Canonicity and Integrity) 

1.4 Advice about redemption 

 

Chapter II 

 

Eros, Philia, Storge Agape 

2.1 Preliminary information 

2.2 Eros 

2.3 Philia 

2.4 Agape in the Old and New Testament  

2.4.1 General information 

2.4.2 The amount of love in the Old Testament 

2.4.3 Sizes and types of love 

2.5 Love after the New Teastament 

2.6 Relation between Epistle I John to the Epistle Pauline and God’s love of man 

2.6.1 Relation between I John and Epistle Pauline 

2.6.2 Rodal salvation of divine love 

 

Chapter III 

 

Philanthrophy divine in the concept of Saint Apostle Pavel in the Epistles to the Romans 

and Corinthians  

       3.1Universality of sin 



 2 

       3.2 Necessity of Redemption (Romans 3,21-31) and correction by faith (Romans 4,1-

25) 

       3.3 Creation of man in the image of God 

  3.4 Consequences of sin committing  

  3.5 Relation between Adam the First and Adam the Last in the consideration of Saint 

Apostle Pavel  

3.6  Repetition in Christ after Saint Apostle Pavel and Saint Priests 

3.6.1 General information 

3.6.2 Repetition in the Saint Priests 

        A Saint Irineu of Lyon  

B  Saint Athanasi the Great 

C  Saint Kiril of Alexandria 

D  Saint John Chrysostom 

  E  Saint Maxim the Saviour 

       3.7 Synthesis of the five mediations carried out by the embodied Logos  

       A Mediation between man and woman 

  B Mediation between Paradise and inhabited world 

  C Mediation carried out by the embodied Logos between the heaven and earth 

  D Mediation between those understandable and the sensitive ones 

  E Mediation between the uncreated nature and God himself 

  3.8 God’s love for man in the Pauline concept and new creature. 

 

Chapter IV 

 Christ redemption, after Epistle to Tit 

4.1 Pericopes :Tit 2,11-14; 3,4-7 and their value in the light of theological 

vocabulary soteriologic 

4.2 Universality of sin and objective redemption and subjective  

A Introductory concepts 

B Objective redemption 

C Subjective redemption 

C.1 Work of the Holy Spirit or the divine grace 

C.2 Faith 



 3 

C.3 Good Deeds 

 

Chapter V 

Hymn of Love ( 1 Corinthians, 13,1-13) exegetic comment  

 

Conclusions 

References  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 4 

Key words: eros, philia, storge, agape, love between sexes, agape in Old and 

New Testament , Christic dimensions of love, love as commandment, love of God, love of 

fellows, love manifested in the embodiment act , universality of sin, necessity of 

redemption, God’s appearance of man, consequences of sin committing, relation between 

Adam the First and Adam the Last, repetition in Christ (anakefaleosis), the old man and the 

new man, the new creature, love and its fruit. 

 

 

Abstract 

 

The contents of the paper entitled : God’s love of man in the concept of Saint 

Apostle Pavel, in the Epistles to the Romans, I,II, Corinthians and Tit, is structured in five 

chapters, each of them including several subchapters. The five chapters are preceded by 

am introduction part and followed by conclusions and references. 

The introduction part deals with some essential elements such as the reason for the 

subject selection , the importance of the subject within the theology domain and in the 

perspective of redemption, as well as the anticipation of the conclusions I aimed at with the 

present paper. 

Chapter I is meant to create the historical context of the epistles in discussion as 

the circumstances under which Saint Apostle Pavel approaches this central theme of his 

theology speech , namely Christ the restorer of the man communion with God , have to be 

known. 

 

Chapter II:Eros, Philia, Storge, Agape 

 

This chapter deals with the notion of “love” starting from the words: eros, philia, 

storge and agape. According to the Pauline comment from I Corinthians, chapter 13, love 

the greatest virtue and the deepest feeling of all :”and now, these three remain: faith, hope 

, love. And the love is the greatest of all”( I Corinthians 13,13). Love assumes the relation 

the man has with other person , the relation “Me-You” but this relation is different 

depending on the way this relation from Me to You is carried out. Each of these terms refer 

to the wish of man to get into touch with his Creator. Eros is the type of relation “from down 
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to up”. Aɣαӆԓ instead, shows us that in case of the love relations, the Me-You relation is 

naturally risen to Me-You-Him relation. The love  aɣαӆԓ represents the finality and 

particularly the logics of the first chapter, because the agape love designates the God’s 

dedication and love for the creature created by Him. 

 

 

Chapter III Philanthrophy divine in the concept of Saint Apostle 

Pavel in the Epistles to the Romans and Corinthians  

 

This chapter presents first the general condition of the misery both for peoples and 

Judeans . The first three chapters of the Epistles to the Romans are particularly important 

regarding the creation of the atmosphere where Saint Apostle Pavel brings to discussion 

the basic theme of his religion: the Crucified and Resurrected Christ is the restorer of the 

fallen human nature. By means of sin the man gets to the ignorance of God and look into 

the creature. It is shown here the context of the fallen man who did not want the 

communion with God. The context of the old world is brought to discussion by the Saint 

Apostle Pavel because further on, in the following chapters (doctrinarians) the central idea 

of the Christ redemption is brought to discussion. The perfect image of the fallen man is 

carried out in the chapter 7 of the Epistle to the Romans where it is described the law of sin 

who governed the Adamic man. Just to break this slavery in the body, the assumption  by 

 Jesus Christ the Saviour of the human nature and its repetition . The repetition of 

Christ is necessary and is presented according to the Pauline theology in the relation 

between Adam the First and Adam the Last ( Romans chapter 5 and 1 Corinthians chapter 

15) . Starting from this relation the Saint Parents develop the idea about the repetition as 

being the bringing back of the world and man to the communion in love with God.     

 

Chapter IV Christ redemption, after Epistle to Tit 

 

 I intended in this chapter to reveal that the idea about the redemption in Christ 

specific for the Pauline theology is also found in an Epistle of personal character.  

The Crucified and resurrected Christ is the leitmotif of any Pauline writing regardless the 

context of preaching. 
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 The soteriology advice of the Epistle to Tit is included in the periscopes: Tit 2,11-14 

and Tit 3,4-7. In this chapter, I approached themes like: soteriology vocabulary of the 

epistle; universality of sin/ necessity of redemption ;objective redemption; subjective 

redemption; working of gift; living the new life by faith and deeds of love. 

 

 

Chapter V: Hymn of love ( I Corinthians 13,1-13)-exegetic comment  

 

 The Saint Apostle Pavel creates in the chapter 13 of the Epistle 1 to the Corinthians 

the most beautiful new testamentary paragraphs dedicated to love. 

The key of the meaning of the text from 1 Corinthians 13 relies on the following words” you 

are Christ body and limbs each and everyone of them” (I Corinthians 12,27). The 

Christians are a sole body and the relation between them is worked by love. As the 

communion of man with God in Christ has been redone, the restored man has the duty to 

live the new life. And the defining element of the new life is love. 

 

Conclusions  

 

 Considering all the issues reviewed in this paper, it is mainly revealed that divine 

love is the basic element of existence. Love is the base of the communion between the 

Saint Trinity Persons, love is the reason of creation, source of redemption and restoration 

in communion of man and creation with God. God’s love make the Son, divine Logos to 

embody and carry out the man redemption, that is man’s restoration in communion with 

Himself unifying all the issues related to the existence . 

 Love is the unifying element between man and God, between man and fellows and 

also between man and everything that surrounds him. Love is the base of general 

communion in creation and of the creation communion with its Creator. 

 Certainly the model achieved by love is the Saint Trinity which is so nicely called by 

the Professor Priest Dumitru Staniloae as “ the structure of the supreme love”. This model 

must be followed in life of man, too. The model assumes the triad love “Me-You-He” 

because it is only so that love is achieved overcoming the selfishness or reciprocity.  
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The triad love is achieved as it always extends to somebody else because it is only so that 

the Trinitarian  love depletes all the possibilities of love as the same Professor Priest 

stated.The Christian God is God-Love as He pours out his love to the man and creation, all 

these being turned from non-existence into existence by means of love for the wish to 

share and receive love, establishing a relation of Communion in love between He and man 

, built on the intra-trinitarian love structure. Here is also the reason of creation, divine love. 

 Love is the base of creation, it is first the love shown within the Saint Trinity, obvious 

in the eternal counsel by means of which altogether decided the building of the  cosmos. It 

is the love of Father and Holy Spirit for the Son, by means of which the Trinity plan of 

creation is fulfilled. It is also the Son’s love for the Father as the Son brings to existence 

everything, and then it restores the fallen creation to give the Father numerous sons, but 

not based on nature, but on gift and adoption. So, there is no other  reason of the world 

and man creation but the manifestation of the divine love. God planned the manifestation of 

His communion with the created man in love. 

 Of course the sin broke this liaison of love and made the man become a slave and 

die ( Romans, 6,23). The consequences of sin are disastrous for man, as it reduces or 

inclines to materiality. This man anchoring in the material , in the biological because of the 

sin, determines the man to live away from the communion with God, his existence being 

inappropriately called life, as the separation from the love Source is actually eternal death. 

 

 The sin distorts the love virtue itself, and thus there occurred types of communion 

which bear themselves, only remainings of the true relation regarding the complete model 

of love. Thus, there occur, in the life of the fallen man, types of relations of types of 

communion , inferior to complete love ( agape): love between sexes, love understood as 

eros, philia and storge. 

 The agape love , that is communion of love between God and man and man and 

God as well as between man and fellows, is the dimension of complete love lost by the first 

Adam through sin but redone by Christ in the law of gift. 

 If the reason for creation is the infinite love of God , there cannot be any other  

reason for redemption, recreation of man subject to sin and death, than always God’s love. 

Consequently, Christ Embodies to eliminate the man fallen from the communion love , in 

relation with God. 
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 Man’ s love of God is , according to Christians, the love born of a soul deep, purified 

and renewed by the flame of Jesus Christ love. The Christian man is not merely the man, 

but the man whose powers organically merged with the powers that Jesus love poured out 

on him. As he stays connected with God, the Christian man is the man-god , by gift. 

 To reach this complete love, man was previously redeemed from the slavery of the 

lack of love which faced Adam and through him, all his successors. (Romans 5,12). 

 The redemption and repetition work is done by the Saviour who embodies, sacrifices 

and resurrects . To establish again the loving relation between man and God, His Creator, 

the Saviour assumes the human nature which he passes through death to bring it to 

Resurrection defeating thus death in His body, healing the human nature which he transmit 

then to all people. This restored nature is risen and put again in a loving relation with God 

the Father as we all became , together with Him, sons of God, through gift and adoption. Of 

course, to reach the objective redemption, generally conducted by the Saviour, we must 

assume the subjective redemption through faith and deeds and the fruit of the sacrifice on 

the cross become fruitful in ourselves.  

The Saint Apostle Pavel presents the condition of man after the fall, in the first 

chapters of the Epistle to the Romans. The condition of the man who sinned was a 

maximum moral decline. The law of sin and death being the only valid realities of the fallen 

man’s life. 

This condition is characteristic both for the peoples and Judeans because, not even the 

Law could raise the man from this death. This lack of power of the fallen man is well 

defined by the words of Peoples’ Apostle :” Because I do not do the well I wish, but the evil 

I do not wish and that I complete. And if I do not do what I wish , it is not me who does it, 

but the sin which lives in me. I find in me, who wishes to do the good thing, the law that the 

evil is bound to me., That the after the inside man, I enjoy the God’s law; but I see in my 

limbs another law, fighting against my mind law and making of me the slave of the law of 

sin which is in my limbs. What a miserable man I am!  Who is going to redeem me from the 

body of this death. Thanks God, by means of Jesus Christ, our Lord! So, myself , my mind 

are serving the law of God and my body is serving the law of sin”(Romans, 7, 19-25). 

 This miserable condition is specific to the man who descend from Adam. To wake 

the man from death, it was necessary that the second Adam, Jesus Christ assumes the 

human nature subject to destruction and death and to kill the death in His body. The 
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passage through death and Resurrection represents the stages of the human nature 

restoration and recreation in Christ. 

 Of course the advice about the repetition in the seond Adam is developed by the 

Saint Apostle Pavel in the Epistles to the Romans ( Chapter 5),I Corinthians ( Chapter 

15),II Corinthians ( Chapter 5) and Tit ( Chapters 2 and 3). The advice included inn these 

chapters is the basis of the orthodox soteriology doctrine. The Saint Parents , starting from 

this relation between Adam –Christ ,achieved by the Saint Apostle Pavel, develop the 

whole advice about the repetition carried out by the divine embodied Logos. The advice of 

the repetition reaches its peak in the theology of Saint maxim the Confessor who speaks 

about the Cosmic Christ who unify in Himself, man and creation. 

 The Indictment made by the Saint Apostle Pavel at the beginning of the Epistle to 

the Romans, both for the peoples and Judeans, aims at the revealing of the becessity of 

redemption in Christ. 

 The man cannot redeem either by the natural moral law planted in him even since 

creation by the Creator or by the Law (Torach) which, although is “saint and right and 

good” does not redeem the man because of the “law of sin and death”, inscribed inside 

him. Man was created after God’s appearance., Both the world and the man have a 

beginning and this beginning is caused by God, who is the Cause or Reason of everything. 

The world was brought to existence by God to be fulfilled as man, and the man move to the 

Creator and bring the world with him. Of course, to make this movement, the fallen man 

needed the Redeemer .  

 The man created after the appearance of Creator, loses the communion with Him by 

sin and attracts death on him. The consequences of Adam’s sin are disastrous both for the 

soul and for the body . Man moved away from God, freely, choosing the material ( 

creature) instead of the Creator and thus, there entered the world the death in human 

nature and creation and both of them are eager for the Restorer to come.  
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