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ARGUMENT

To talk about the European opening of our Church is not a subject quite approachable at
the turn of the millennium knowing that Romanian orthodoxy is a true bridge between the
Christian Middle East and the Latin West, as admitted - during his visit in Romania, in 1999,
which actually was the first visit of a Roman Pontiff in a predominantly Orthodox country — by
the charismatic Pope John Paul II; even the Primate of the Russian Orthodox Church, during a
visit in northern Bukovina and Moldova in October 2012, felt compelled to recognize this role to
Oriental Romanness and implicitly our Church. Starting from these recognitions that prefaces
others which were expressed or inspired by what was said in times past, it is not without
importance to research how the sons of our ancestral Church manifested this consciousness from
simple believers to Romanian Orthodox primates. It is a subject which has not been given proper
attention, although it was pointed out on the occasion of the Third European Ecumenical
Assembly held between 4 and 9 of September 2007 in Sibiu.

To begin our research, we won’t start with the Christianization of the Romanian people,
as it would be normal, but we cannot ignore the underlining made by the happy after death
Patriarch Teoctist while visiting Constantinople, after his election as the head of our Church:
“Born together with the Romanian people, the Romanian Orthodox Church has grown and
developed along with the people, sharing both joys and sorrows. It is known that when the
Roman people entered history, it was already Christian, because it was born Christian. By the
time of the organization of the independent state formations — in the XIV century — and the
organization of the Orthodox Church, in these states, lies a period of Romanian history
characterized by the resistance against migratory peoples. They came - one after another - and
left, and the Romans stayed, because they were linked with their whole being with this land.
Along with them, two specific features of the Romanian people survived: the Latin origin of the
language and the initial faith, the Orthodox.” This awareness of Latinity made him feel tied to
European culture, whose Christian roots cannot be denied. That is why through Saint John
Cassian and Dionysius Exiguus - the former known for his writings "relating to the achievement
of monarchies and Christians in general" and the second as the "great scholar and theologian,
scholar of measuring time. He established, as we well know, the Christian age by birth date of
Christ the Savior” 2 - manifested an early knowledge of Latinity: “Saint John Cassian, Dionysius
the Less, and many others” - since the time of their life — “were known by holiness and the
offering of their orthodoxy expressed in written work, in organizing the Church in these parts
and in their presence to the entire endeavor of those centuries when local and ecumenical

! “Latinitate si Ortodoxie”, in Teoctist, Patriarhul Bisericii Roméane, Pe treptele slujirii crestine, volume I11, part 1,
Editura Institutului Biblic si de Misiune al Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane, 1989, pp. 223-233.
2 “Roade ale prieteniei dintre Biserici”, in fTeoctist, Patriarhul Bisericii Romane, Pe treptele slujirii crestine,
volume III, part I, pp. 436-437
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councils, with the power and the work of the Holy Spirit, gave clear forms of the doctrine of faith
and steadfastness to ordinances and codices to the entire Church.”

Besides these great spiritual theologians and pastors, it should be pointed out that all who
believed in Christ and who were part of this people did not lack any awareness that they are
preachers of the true faith, preached to us by St. Andrew — the first called of the disciples of the
Savior. This holy apostle "preached in Dobrogea, as trustworthy, ancient documents show, and
even carols kept by our ancestors; he is thus, our spiritual father; he baptized us, Romanians, he
anointed us with Holy apostolic Chrism that we have in our ancestral church.”

It is not to be overlooked that ancient Romanian Christianity - due to its apostolic origin,
but also because the Christianization of our ancestors wasn’t the result of a command of some
leader, but from the bottom up, namely from common people to leader — was very active. This
explains why “a very significant chapter in the history of the universal Church refers to the
existence and activity of Scythian monks from centuries V and VI. They lived in Dobrogea — in
the past called Scythia Minor - and are known for their theological approaches to Constantinople
and Rome, in connection with the dogma of the Trinity and the act of human salvation through
the passion of Jesus Christ, having known their soteriological formula: Unus ex Trinitae passus
est Cruce.”

The Latin Christians also Christianized their conquerors, such as the Goths. So it is that
"the apostle of the Goths, the Bishop Ulfila or Wulfila, through whose preaching the Goths were
Christianized” is not only the “creator of the runic alphabet and translator of Goth Bible in 369,
on our lands” but the one who attest to this Christianity of Latin expression by the fact that the
translation of the Holy Scriptures exploits the many Latin influences in vocabulary that form, to
this today, the famous Codex Argenteus at Upsala.” Regarding the presence of Romanian
Christianity in Scandinavia, it is necessary to remember “the great Romanian scholar, Nicholas
Milescu-Spataru, which composed in Stockholm in Latin, the first theological work written by a
Romanian in 1667, which went into European circulation, after being published in Paris in
1669.°

But I must say that since the time of the Glorious Prince Alexandru cel Bun, when they
brought to Suceava the relics of St. John the New - which can be considered “among the first
saints to have relics in Romania™ - and Mircea the Elder who - in 1386 -, brought the relics of
the Holy Martyr Filofteia to Curtea de Arges, Romanians manifested European consciousness.
During the reign of St. Stephen the Great the European knowledge of Romanian Orthodoxy was
affirmed by the Ottoman struggle, in which the Moldavian leader considered the Orthodox
stronghold of the Carpatho-Danubian-Pontic parties as a true gate towards the tormented Orient

3 “Statornicie In dreapta credintd”, in tTeoctist, Patriarhul Bisericii Roméne, Pe treptele slujirii crestine, volume III,
part I, pp. 322.
4 “Valoarea credintei adevarate”, in tTeoctist, Patriarhul Bisericii Roméne, Pe treptele slujirii crestine, volume III,
part I, pp. 444.
5 “Roade ale prieteniei dintre Biserici”, in tTeoctist, Patriarhul Bisericii Roméne, Pe treptele slujirii crestine,
volume III, part I, pp. 436.
6 “Poarta cerului”, in TTeoctist, Patriarhul Bisericii Romane, Pe treptele slujirii crestine, volume 111, part I, pp. 429
7 “Valoarea credintei adevarate”, p. 445.
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of those times, after the fall of Constantinople in 1453. As the happy after death Patriarch
Teoctist says: “although we are considered a country and a Church of the East, the historical
evidence", and "connections with Vienna as well as the consciousness of defending the European
Christianity are unshakable evidence that the Romanian people, history and culture belong to
Europe. It is true that we do not have domes and universities such as those in XII-XIV century
Europe, because at that time the Romanian people was defending its apostolic faith and national
being, fighting to defend its independence and Christianity.”

The danger represented by the Ottoman advance into Europe under the leadership of the
Conqueror Sultan of the Byzantine Empire was notified with insight by the great military
strategist and defender of faith in Christ, which justifies the name of athlete of Christ, attributed
by Pope Sixtus VI. This shows that - "in those difficult conditions" — he not only “was no
stranger to culture, as ancient churches and fortresses of the time relate” but that “defending its
own national being and ancestral lands - the Romanian people was Christianity’s shield for the
European nations. For this, Michael the Brave was named, in 1596 by European princes, son and
defender of the Church of Christ. For this, Stephen the Great, ruler of Moldavia (1457-1504) was
named, by the Pope of Rome himself, athlete of Christ. There are only two examples that show
the historical role of the Romanian people in the defense of European culture and civilization."

The same consciousness that will be displayed in turn by Mircea the Elder, participant in
the Battle of Nicopolis with the main army of the Christian princes, testified by Michael the
Brave also, who - after briefly managed to achieve the union of the Romanian Countries in 1600
and “showed that Romanians are one and was entitled Lord of the Romanian Country,
Transylvania and Moldavia" - wanted to achieve a union of the countries of the Balkans, by
establishing a holy law, the realization of which required the help of Pope Clement VIII; of
course, he had taken into account this project to resist Ottoman expansion, but also to turn the
Oriental Romanianism into an outpost of European Christianity.'? This unfortunately will be the
last political project that will capitalize European awareness of the Orthodox in Central and
South East Europe. The fall of Serbia and loss of Belgrade, with the unexpected death of John
Hunyadi, contributed too much to the weakening of Christian resistance, which - after the defeat
at Mohacz — will see itself threatened right under the walls of Vienna. But even then, the help
from the Romanian countries was a savior: “Your appreciation regarding the great cultural
personalities of the Romanian culture present at Vienna gave us great joy also, as well as
evoking episodes from the struggle for independence of Austria, threatened to fall in 1683 under

8 “Pe drumul prieteniei si al pretuirii reciproce”, in fTeoctist, Patriarhul Bisericii Roméane, Pe treptele slujirii
crestine, volume III, part I, p. 190-191
9 “Unitatea Sfintei Treimi, mesaj al unitatii noastre”, in TTeoctist, Patriarhul Bisericii Romane, Pe freptele slujirii
crestine, volume III, part I, p. 328
19 Tn the act that proposed the elevation of our Church to the rank of patriarchate, it is said, among others: “The
stability in the Orthodox faith sometimes even to the point of martyrdom — of our ancestors, leaving it to us,
followers, as a precious and sacred heritage the defense, in some cases, of the Christian world, not only in the East
but the West too, from the wild and barbarian invasions of the infidels, by some of the Romanian rulers and the
people they lead, help — of any kind - which for centuries on end, orthodox Romanian people has more liberally
given some Orthodox churches ... ", in fTeoctist, Patriarhul Bisericii Romane, Pe treptele slujirii crestine, volume
VIII, Editura Institutului Biblic si de Misiune al Biserici Ortodoxe Romane, Bucuresti, 1998, p. 15-16.
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Ottoman power, when the Romanian rulers Duca Voda of Moldavia and Serban Cantacuzino of
the Romanian Country were present around its capital, and contributed to Vienna’s liberation.”!!

During its visit to Austria in June 1987, the happy after death Patriarch Teoctist show
that: “Here in Vienna in one of the art galleries is the most expressive picture of Michael the
Brave, who first realized the ideal of national union of Romania, in 1601, painting in which the
Great Prince is shown in a rich knight costume, in European attire highlighting the struggle of
the Romanian people and the Romanian ruler’s heroic fame. Here, as you know, we are making
steps as in a pilgrimage to the chapel of Serban Cantacuzino, built on the site where - in 1683 -
he established his tent during the siege of Vienna, where the contribution to curb the Ottoman
invasion was recognized by the great scholars of the world.”!? Surely the presence of the
Romanian rulers in the Austrian capital reflect and give testimony about the connections of the
Romanian countries with Vienna, major cities and European capitals; alike to the openness
towards European values of our Church’s children who were shown to be "closely tied to the
idea of defending the Christianity from the Ottoman danger, an ancient concern of Romanian
princes, they were always found alone, although they call for help from the princes of Europe.
As you know they have not received this help, but supported the Christian people threatened by
the Ottoman invasion.”!?

No less important - in terms of the manifestation of European consciousness — was the
“support that Romanian people and its Church have given in history, especially in the XIV —
XVIII centuries, to some orthodox nations in the Balkans and the Middle East, fallen under
Ottoman oppression. Through donations from Romanian rulers or vestments, liturgical objects
and books printed in our country in Greek, Slavonic and Arabic, the orthodox Romanian people
not only contributed to the raise and beautification of churches or enrichment of the cultural and
artistic heritage of Orthodox nations, but also the survival of Orthodoxy in the regions in which it
was threatened or put to hardships. Inter-orthodox links were maintained and developed with the
assertion of European consciousness."'*

The Lutheran propaganda, followed by the Calvinist and Catholic Counter will fail to
exploit European awareness of the Oriental Orthodox Latinity; on the contrary, it will deepen the
wake created by the Great Schism of 1054, demonstrating that reform was only an event that
occurred in the Roman Catholic West. For this reason, the consequences of the Reformation in
the area of the Romanian countries - despite all attempts of Transylvania, in particular - could
not draw the Romans to Protestantism; but it didn’t lack the strengthening of consciousness due
to the chroniclers of the two Romanian countries: Moldova and the Romanian country. The
offensive of the Church of Rome, completed with the unification of some Romanian Orthodox —
mostly out of the interest of some priests who believed that they would benefit from national and

11 “Pe drumul prieteniei si al pretuirii reciproce”, in tTeoctist, Patriarhul Bisericii Roméne, Pe treptele slujirii
crestine, volume III, part I, p. 191
12 «Sluyjitori ai traditiilor sfinte”, in tTeoctist, Patriarhul Bisericii Roméne, Pe treptele slujirii crestine, volume III,
part I, p. 411
13 “Popas la troita voievodului”, in tTeoctist, Patriarhul Bisericii Romane, Pe treptele slujirii crestine, volume 111,
partl, p. 416
14 «Stalpul si temelia adevarului”, in §Teoctist, Patriarhul Bisericii Romane, Pe treptele slujirii crestine, volume I1I,
part I, p. 457
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political rights, as Lucian Blaga said - led by Bishop Athanasius Anghel, will lead to increased
national consciousness by contributing coryphaeus of the Transylvanian School, seconded by the
activity of Ilarion of Ramnic.

For a century or so - while ex-Carpathian principalities were under the Phanariote reign -
this national consciousness, linked by the common roman origin of all orthodox in these parts,
will fade, giving preference to Transylvanian romanian spirit to be the standard-bearer of the
Oriental latinity’s European conscience. Because of religious differences prevailing the volterian
West, as it was called by the Bishop of Ramnic, at the end of the XVIII th century is being felt
the dawn that will bring a true hesychastic renewal under Paisie Velicicovschi, who - through his
disciples, including Vasile de la Poiana Marului and George of Cernica and Caldarusani - will
include the entire orthodox space which included the Romanian countries, this movement will be
felt beneficial to Optina, where the Russian writers will affect the Latin West at the turn of the
XIX th century.

After the events of the mid XIX th century, European awareness of the Orthodox in the
three principalities will see an upward trend; unfortunately it did not lack the illuminist and
materialist influence which made the orthodoxy to defend the Romanian spirit threatened by the
European cosmopolitanism of liberalism. From this point on it occurs that unnatural reversal of
roles: Romanian Orthodoxy supported the national affirmation and rationalist-liberal thinking
has posed in promoting a cosmopolitan Europeanism. Father Dumitru Staniloae, referring to this
fracture in the Romanian feeling, showed that the new European opening is unknown to
Romanian spirit and thought, because it states namely Catholic and Protestant ideas. Therefore,
in the last century and a half, the European opening of orthodoxy was stubbornly denied, and
associated with a retrograde and even anti-European nationalism.

This treatment was somewhat diminished in the interwar period, emphasizing -
unfortunately - in the communist period in name of the so-called proletarian internationalism
which denied both national and Orthodox religious consciousness, which had regained some
European opening in the interwar period. The communist nationalism will destroy our last
landmarks of culture which explains why even after the events of 1989, we could not recover the
European consciousness of this nation. But let’s not forget that - before the Iron Curtain fell -
Pope Paul VI, considering opening our church visible since the 60s of last century, showed a
genuine sympathy for the Latin character of our people and to its faith. And yet we are given to
live a paradox: if not for all the events in the last century and a half the Romanian Orthodox
Church has been found guilty, at least for the slow European reintegration of Romania of the past
23 years, voices have often been heard, which - quoting the great historian Nicolae Iorga, Prince
Vladimir Ghika and others - have found a way to blame the political and diplomatic failures on
the Romanian Orthodoxys; it is actually attributed to the ignorance and superficiality with which
our politicians have addressed the European reintegration issue. Did those who were hasty were
also right to issue judgment, forgetting that on the eve of the summit, which decided the
integration of Romania into the European Union, took place the historic visit of Patriarch
Teoctist to Rome (7-12 October 2002), being invited by the pontiff for the first ecumenical and
pastoral visit carried out in a majority Orthodox country?



Of course not. Precisely this fact is the reason for this academic approach that I have
proposed to realize. It was animated by a sincere desire to prove the truth, that the Romanian
orthodoxy was not only against the assertion of the European consciousness among the children
of this nation, but - "with time and without time", in the words of the Apostle Paul, who united
Jerusalem values (religious), Athens (philosophical) and Rome (laws and rights) that underlie the
European preparation as Paul Valery said and repeated it in Sibiu 2007, Manuel Barroso - served
the cultivation of consciousness that cannot be separated from the European conscience. The
prudence before pan-westernization — as George Uscatescu said - and secularization can not be
confused with a rejection of European consciousness of the Orthodox and especially the
Romanians. It also can not be proclaimed as the most obvious proof that Romanian Orthodoxy is
not and can not be opened European spirit, culture and civilization - which unfortunately is seen
as par excellence the Western, forgetting the contribution of the christian orthodox to this
culture, having essentially Christian roots — as well as democratic and ecumenical values.

The fact that the two Christian - Western and Eastern - have contributed to the common
Christian heritage of Europe is shown brilliantly by Father Virgil Gheorghiu, who was crowned
with the French Academy Award. For its beauty it deserves to be widely rendered. Here's how he
expresses this truth - in the book dedicated to Patriarch Athenagoras - in 1969: "If God wanted
His Church to be uniformly manufactured products, Christ would have chosen just Peter. And
the whole Church - and culture influenced by it — would have been in line with the way of life of
Peter. Or Christ would have chosen only Andrew, without Peter, and the Church would, on all
earth, be in line with the way of life and hope of Andrew. Andrew and Peter were brothers
according to the flesh. Brothers in spirit. Brothers in martyrdom. Nothing was more special than
the behavior of these two brothers ...

Christ did not force Peter to live like Andrew, nor Andrew like Peter. Peter was not
forced neither by Christ nor the Holy Spirit to change his way of life and follow his brother
Andrew who was accustomed to spending time in the desert, and meditation in lent and looking
for the absolutefeeding on locusts and roots. Neither was Andrew forced to live as Peter, who
was an honorable citizen, quiet, organized, thoughtful and realistic. The followers of St. Peter
created the Western civilization, which is the wonder of the world ...

Andrew and his followers created the Church of Christ in the Orient, on lived, radiant,
total faith. St. Andrew's disciples were directed with all attention, all life, all their worries
towards what is to come and into the world beyond. Their eyes are constantly fixed upon
ultimate ends and their care is the deification of man while still on earth, through renunciation,
asceticism, prayer and faith in the Church and her sacraments. St. Andrew’s Church is an
eschatological Church.”!> This is how Europe met us and this is how we should continue. The
happy after death Patriarch Teoctist wanted to emphasize in particulary this consciousness that
we have to present with, in front of Europe today: ,,It’s good for all of us to know, in all
humility, that the values of our Orthodoxy, inherited from our ancestors which were known in
Europe since the XVI th century and XVII th century, should be rediscovered today in Europe.
Europe is inconceivable without the spiritual balm of the Holy Mountain of Athos, without the

5 Virgil Gheorgiu, Viata Patriarhului Athenagoras, translated by Cristian-Dumitru Moldovan, Ed. Relntregirea,
Alba Iulia, 2009, pp. 367-368
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values of contemplation of our Holy Fathers of the East, without the beauty and richness of the
Orthodox religion.”!®

This does not mean that Orthodoxy is against pluralism; on the contrary, it wants that
precisely in the name of the so acclaimed plurality, have the place it deserves in a reunified
Europe, taken: “The diversity of thought is no stranger to the Church, theologically speaking. It
is appreciated the role that pluralism has had in this strong bitterness, in which we find the whole
humanity and also our Romanian nation, ancient keeper of so many immortal values.”!” Also, the
Orthodoxy does not intend to assert a narrow nationalism or refuse the opening to universality, as
it always “avoided to place the universal above the local and fade into a universalistic conception
of culture that could conflict with the culture of different peoples and contribute significantly to
their destabilization”; but it didn’t seek to “put the local above the universal, either because in
this way it would have given birth to a chauvinistic nationalism that would be in conflict with
universal culture.”!®

With these emphases, for our approach, we considered the two Primates of the Romanian
Orthodox Church at the turn of the millennium — the happy after death Patriarch Teoctist and His
Beatitude Patriarch Daniel — as being paradigmatic, in terms of the effort that the Romanian
Orthodoxy deposited in the last half century, efforts crowned with ecumenical recognition from
the most representative Ecumenists of this period which - not coincidentally - corresponds to the
dialogue of love and theology between Orthodox and Roman Catholics! Even just this issue if
we take into account, our research approach shows a real interest to theologians, ministers,
doctoral students and those who want to know more in depth about the realities of the European
opening of our Church, as reflected by the attitude, involvement and expressions belonging to the
two primates of the Romanian Orthodoxy. In the speech which he delivered on the day of June
24, 1987 at the Pallavicini Palace in Vienna, on the occasion of receiving the title of Protector of
the Foundation "Pro Oriente", the happy after death Patriarch Teoctist stated: “We belong to a
Church open to the world and its problems and come from a country that - as the country we’re
in - is known for its desire to live in peace with all men and all peoples of the world. We are
happy to meet you here on the same coordinates of the desire to worship our work together, both
in the service of promoting Christian unity and the service of peace, planting the trust between
the peoples of our continent, and in defense of European culture and civilization, for which
churches and our countries have continuously brought their valuable contribution.”!® This
opening is in fact what has always guided the ecumenical efforts of Romanian hierarchs and
theologians to “achieve the great ideal of Christian unity”. They had the unwavering belief that
only "overcoming the dividing wall of dogmatic differences between them, Christian churches
feel obliged to join forces - from their positions and their own means - to bring people closer to

16 «Jertfa de multumire”, in TTeoctist, Patriarhul Bisericii Romane, Pe treptele slujirii crestine, volume VIIL, p. 34
17«Slava lui Dumnezeu pentru toate”, in tTeoctist, Patriarhul Bisericii Romane, Pe treptele slujirii crestine, volume
VIIIL, p. 40
18 “Biserica si cultura”, in fTeoctist, Patriarhul Bisericii Roméne, Pe treptele slujirii crestine, volume VIIL, p. 72
19 “Roméania — pamant care cantd in imagini”, in TTeoctist, Patriarhul Bisericii Romane, Pe treptele slujirii crestine,
volume III/1, Editura Institutului Biblic si de Misiune al Bisericii Ortodoxe Roméane, Bucuresti, 1989, p. 369
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each other and to help in fulfilling the ardent aspirations of the present hour: ensuring the right to
life.”?

As shown, the effort to achieve the ideal of Christian unity was not regarded as such; it
was permanently correlated with a given human, manifested increasingly stronger: the desire of
all people to achieve unity and that every human being to enjoy the gifts with which God has
adorned this common dwelling: earth. The reference to those threats to holy gift of life is not just
about the tensions between the great powers who have not ceased with the completion of the so-
called Cold War, as to the division of Europe's Iron Curtain dividing wall, that persists through
the existence of communist regimes, which - by totalitarian treatment - was harming the
fundamental human right to God, hence deriving other disputes that threatened free people's lives
as citizens of such states. Among them was communist Romania.

Where necessary we will turn to additional sources, but the right path is by following the
expressions of the two archpastors - in which reflects the conscience and the European opening
of our Church - on different occasions and meetings, as presented in official documents, studies
and position papers on certain aspects of the ecumenical endeavor of all Christian churches. In a
small way we will pay attention, to the cultivation of what is called local or regional ecumenism
too; surely, only to the extent that this fact supports the theme we are researching: the European
opening of the Romanian Orthodox Church, as characterized - in 1995 — by the happy after death
Patriarch Teoctist: the Ancient Church “was one with the people being called spiritual mother,
because it suffered and rejoiced with the people, comforted its children, opened the book to them
and put writing at hand. Since ancient times, Orthodoxy has given the world martyrs and heroes,
and today she brings Europe the spiritual living, the monastic life, the hermits, monks, the
faithful, who now attend our Churches in large numbers, and have become overcrowded.”?!

Basically, Orthodoxy wasn’t "a Church of comfort, but a Christian living full of
dedication and sacrifice, who followed its founder, Christ the Savior, entirely in crucifixion,
suffering, but also in resurrection.”* And Europe today - which is, as the entire world, in a
critical period, because after the fall of the Iron Curtain a lot of innocent blood was shed, as in
the case of former Yugoslavia and the economic crisis assures us that its origin is a moral and
religious one - cannot remain indifferent to the fact that many of its citizens are “departed from
the Divine truth, both in the West and in the East”, and “evangelical truths are not fully
understood and met.”? In this context, the presence of Orthodoxy - implicitly the Romanian
Orthodox - will help Christians and churches of Europe to find those sources from which to sip
power to “give meaning and value to ecumenism and the defense of the holy gift of life on
earth.”?*

2 Idem, p. 369

21 “Jertfa de multumire”, in {Teoctist, Patriarhul Bisericii Romane, Pe treptele slujirii crestine, volume VIIL, p. 33
22 “Bigerica si cultura”, in fTeoctist, Patriarhul Bisericii Roméane, Pe treptele slujirii crestine, volume VIIL, p. 77
23 “Si avem comoara aceasta in vase de lut”, in {Teoctist, Patriarhul Bisericii Romane, Pe treptele slujirii crestine,
volume VIII, p. 52

24 “Popas aniversar”, in FTeoctist, Patriarhul Bisericii Romane, Pe treptele slujirii crestine, volume VIII, p. 91
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CONCLUSIONS

Starting from these highlights, for our approach, I considered that the two Primates of
the Romanian Orthodox Church at the turn of the millennium — the happy after death Patriarch
Teoctist and His Beatitude Patriarch Daniel — we could consider them as being paradigmatic
about the effort deposed by the Romanian Orthodox Church in the last half century, efforts
crowned by ecumenical recognition from the most representative ecumenists of this period, that
— not incidentally — corresponds to the love and theological dialogue between the Orthodox and
Roman-Catholics! If only this we have in mind, our research approach cannot but present a real
interest to theologians, ministers, doctoral students and those who want to know more in depth
about the realities of the European opening of our Church, as our Romanian Orthodox Primates
attitudes, involvements and expressions show it.

The two Patriarchs of the Romanian Church who have fully understood their vocation in
a technologized and consumer society, configure religiosity in new benchmark parameters. From
the public domain, religion drawn into the private sector® , even some thinkers and philosophers
— as Jacques Derrida, Gianni Vatimo, John D. Caputo, etc. — suggest this change of view in an
imperative manner®S. It’s more than obvious that the man today is confused by a tragic religious
identity crisis. The moral relativism, nihilistic and atheistic paradigms, religious pluralism are
realities that define the order of the current society. There are being proposed new alternatives,
religious surrogates, pseudo religions driven by atheism, fueled especially by the spectacular and
mysticism of the Oriental religions.

The Christianity doesn’t compete with other religions, the Christianity competes with
overcoming the ego that each Church has and also competes with the postmodernism that
virtually cancels its presence in the public domain. ?’On the background of this rethinking in a
postmodern view of culture, social life and religion, the deconstruction of theology written in a
pure derridean style is acclaimed and this consists in the devaluation of the religious language
and implicitly the doctrinal teachings?®. The postmodernism program of configuring the
Christianity by the new super technologized social model is unfolded on three main directions:

25 See Siobhan Chandler, “Private Religion in the Public Sphere. Life. Spirituality in Civil Society”, in Religions of
Modernity. Relocating the Sacred to the Self and the Digital, Brill, Leiden, 2010, pp. 69-88.
%6 See Santiago Zabala, “O religie fara teisti si ateisti” in Richard Rorty, Gianni Vattimo, Viitorul religiei.
Solidaritate, caritate, ironie. Under the care of Santiago Zabala, translation from Italian by Stefania Mincu, Editura
Paralela 45, Pitesti, 2008; John D. Caputo and Gianni Vattimo, Dupd moartea lui Dumnezeu, translation from
English by Cristian Cercel, Editura Curtea Veche, Bucuresti, 2008; John D. Caputo, The Prayers and Tears of
Jaques Derrida: Religion Without Religion, Indiana University Press, Bloomington, 1997; Jaques Derrida, Credinta
si cunoagtere. Veacul si iertarea, translation by Emilian Cioc, Editura Paralela 45, Pitesti, 2004
27 Gabriel Vahanian, The death of God: The culture of Our Post-Christian Era, Braziller, New York, 1961, pp. 3-14;
Gerrit Neven, “Doing Theology without God? About the Reality of Faith in the 21 century” in Journal of Cultural
and Religious Theory, vol. 6, no. 3, (2005), p. 30; Jeffrey W. Robbins, Introducere: Dupa moartea Iui Dumnezeu, in
John D. Caputo and Gianni Vattimo, Dupa moartea lui Dumnezeu, translation from english by Cristian Cercel,
Editura Curtea Veche, Bucuresti, 2008, p. 12
28 Cf. Graham Ward, “Deconstructive theology”, in Kevin J. Vanhoozer (Ed.), The Cambridge Companion to
Postmodern Theology, Cambridge University Press, New York, 2003, pp. 76-91
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dogmatic devaluation, deinstitutionalization of the Church and privatization of religion or
subtracting it from the public domain into the private one®. It is proposed a Christianism
stripped of a public, official creed as a brand of Christian identity, stripped of the reference to the
transcendent, as Gerrit Neven says: “True faith can be better imagined without God than with
God as its object, having a more efficient status™’. But as I stated in a previous section, every
crisis is an opportunity for normalization, and thus postmodernism represents an opportunity for
an authentic theology?!.

In this regard, Orthodoxy is the living historical expression of uninterrupted, undistorted
and undiminished fidelity regarding the truth and fullness of the “faith given to the saints once
for all” (Judah 1, 3), and the true faith of the Holy Apostles, the holy Fathers and holy
Ecumenical or universal Councils.

Orthodoxy preserves, precisely its loyalty in faith, a permanent youth and actuality. In
this connection, quoting Andre d’Halleux, His Beatitude Daniel says that Orthodoxy knew best
how to unite living and tradition, without stumbling in immobility and without yielding to
ephemeral modernism. This feature, not being a random one, depends on its essence, which is
defined as living fullness of a loyalty recreated incessantly. The religious synthesis of orthodoxy
preserves an eternal fragrance of freshness. The Romanian Orthodox Church, as component and
responsible part of universal orthodoxy has agreed to join the common effort to restore Christian
unity in the spirit of love which Our Savior Jesus Christ, the Son of God constantly calls us to
experience in our lives: “By this shall all men know that you are my disciples, if you have love
among yourselves.” (John 13, 35).

For many Orthodox, one of the main problems of the World Council of Churches is the
loss of unity, ecclesiological dimension in ecumenical approach. In this respect, it is often
referred to a “golden age” of ecumenism, from its inception, when unity of the church and its
restoration through responsible and profound theological dialogue were in the center of the
Council’s concern. The dilution of this concern is accompanied by decreased interest of many
Orthodox in ecumenical activity.

In addition, the relativization of Christian moral principles by some of the member
Churches of the World Council of Churches creates the premises of more pronounced criticism
of the Orthodox Churches towards other ecumenical partners, too liberal, in terms of the moral
foundations on which Churches are called to defend and promote. This relativization has to be
opposed by the affirmation of values of the holiness of life which can provide the inspiration and
creativity to work for reconciliation and to promote evangelism.

The challenges which are proposed to be overcome are few but well defined :
secularization , which involves even the denial of God's presence and action in the world and in

29 See Pr. Prof. Dr. Gheorghe Petraru, “Paradigme conceptuale moderniste si post-moderniste si impactul lor asupra
teologiei si misiunii Bisericii”, in Modernitate, postmodernitate, religie. Constanta, 2005, Editura Vasiliana 98,
lasi, 2005, pp. 44-59.
30 Gerrit Neven, Op. Cit., p. 30
31 Cf. Clayton Crockett, “The Challenge of Postmodernism and the Health of Theology”, in Journal of Religion and
Health, vol. 39, no. 3, (2000), pp. 209-210
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individual lives, is one of the biggest challenges from which Churches in their entirety face and
are called to work together to confess God as relevant to today's society>2. The mission ad intra,
which in the case of some Churches is called the re-evangelization of their nation, the
rediscovery of the missionary ethos, is another major challenge for Christian churches. One of
the important promoters of ecumenism, Pr. Prof. Ion Bria, proposed the concept of "Liturgy after
Liturgy" as an attempt to recast new guidelines and missionary and pastoral perspectives to
Churches in the current context.

Interreligious dialogue in a world increasingly religiously pluralist, is another issue which
the churches of the World Council of Churches can find convergent points, leading to more

understanding, respect and reconciliation between peoples and between different religious
beliefs.

The results of the Special Commission on Orthodox participation in the World Church
Council / Ecumenical Movement, especially in matters of common prayer and the modality of
decision-making, have set the stage for new rules of ecumenical coexistence and cooperation, but
not enough enthusiasm.

The more striking expression of the spirit of solidarity and co-responsibility in the face of
human suffering, in defense of the sacred gift of life and protecting the natural environment is
based on the Christian teaching that the world is God's gift and we are “the preservers” of this
gift, designated, as by our common testimony to seek first the kingdom of God, which is
salvation, holiness and eternal life as a gift greater than limited, material gifts of this ephemeral
world. In this perspective of eternal values we should treat social and global emergencies with
full responsibility! We should never separate the social action from constant prayer, nor
scientific knowledge from the communion of hearts, nor the gift of freedom from the necessity of
fraternal solidarity, nor the affirmation of own identity from the search of unifying redeeming
faith. This call is addressed to us by the Gospel of Christ and His Holy Church.

One thing is certain, namely that the Holy and Great Synod of the Romanian Orthodox
Church must lead the way in the third millennium through an impressive affirmation of his
synodic consciousness. Orthodoxy is the way of living in her own body, that of the reality of the
Synod.

Orthodox unity is, in current conditions, the only source of strength and hope for the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, and the defense of the authentic identity of orthodox nations in the
pluralism of a united Europe. The road of the Orthodox Church towards the Synod promises a
constant and credible renewal of unity and orthodox demonstration in the modern world, also
being linked to the proposal for promoting the idea of a constructive dialogue with the Roman
Catholics, Protestants and ancient Eastern Churches for the restoration of Christian unity.
Orthodoxy doesn’t have any more historical reasons to maintain a confessional reserve that
insulates the others when the need for its ecumenical witness is preached incessantly in bilateral
and multilateral theological dialogues with other Christians. The important theological progress

32 Olivier Clement, “A madrturisi intr-o societate secularizatd”, translation by Iulian Nistea, in “Contacts”, no. 144,
1988, p. 47
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was that made in official dialogues with Roman Catholics, Anglicans, Lutherans and Reformed,
as well as the constant theological agreement conducted with the ancient Catholic, confirms the

renewed dynamism of the patristic tradition in favor of theological rapprochement between East
and West.
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